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PREFACE. 


jy~ OST of tho following sketches wero pub- 
lishod in tho Daily Nem at intervals 
during tho latter half of tho reocss of 1872-3. 
The approach of the Parliamentary session has 
interrupted thorn, tho shadows vanishing as 
the suhstanoos raako their appearance. For the 
omission of some notahlo names, tho writer 
oun only pload that twonty skotehos could 
not include moro than twenty persons. The 
volume exhibits hut a sample of our public 
men, and a sample tho fuiror, porhaps, because 
it has boon taken somewhat at random. Though 
avowing doHuito political opinions, the writer 
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is not conscious of any bias for or against 
individuals. Trojan or Tyrian has made no 
difference to him. If the impression loft on the 
reader by tho sketches is that in England, as in 
other countries, political affairs arc, with four 
or five exceptions of high and signal capacity, in 
the hands of men of ability and character, indeed, 
but of second-rate ability and eominonplaco cha¬ 
racter, it is probable that the same impression 
would he made yet more strongly by the habit of 
listening to the Parliamentary dobatos and by 
some acquaintance with public businoss. The 
rule of intellectual averages governs Oubinols and 
Parliaments; and what Mr. ITorbort Spencer 
conceives to be the law of “ tho Selection of the 
Fittest” as yet applios only imporfcctly. It may 
he superfluous to add that those skotohos aro not 
biographies, and that they do not affect uny 
minute or complete psychological analysis, Thoy 
essay in eaoh cose no moro than to note and 
illustrate certain loading foatures of cluiraetor, 
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which may allbrd some clito to tlio caroer and 
tho associated qualiiics of men, a knowledge 
of ilto main outlines of whoso public lives may 
fairly bo assumed in English roadors. 


February 11 a, 1873. 
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MB. GLADSTONE. 


JJORE Ilian thirty yon vs have passed since Lord 
Macaulay doseribod Mr. Gladstone os " llu> 
rising hope of those atom and unbonding Tories, 
who follow rolnoiantly and mutinously a loader 
whoso experience and eloquence aro indispensable 
to them, but whoso cautious tompor and moderate 
opinions they abhor,” 

“From that flpiing 17I10r.ee comfort soomod to come, 
PiBComfort Bwalls.” 

It is only necessary to turn from the Edinburgh 
Review of April, 1839, to tho Quarterly Review of 
October, 1872, to learn how complote has boon 
the disappointment. Stem and unbending Toryism 
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Las not survived, it, except in tlie solitary person 
of Lord Salisbury. The cautious tompor and 
moderate opinions which, were the rock on which 
Conservatism was destined to split in Sir "Robert 
Peel are its very ark of refuge in the present 
Lord Derby. The prevalent Tory conception of 
Mr. Gladstone exhibits bun as a mixture of Crom¬ 
well and Gambctta. A good many people seri¬ 
ously believe that the Throno and the A4tar aro 
in danger at his hands; that property—especially 
property in land—is not safe; and that, after 
three warnings, the House of Lords is doomed to 
perish. The most trivial incidents feed this wild 
alarm. They are magnified by suspicion into 
symptoms. Hot only docs Mr. Gladstone listen 
attentively to Mr. Mill, and take Mr. Bright for 
his chief adviser in the Cahinot, but ho receives 
Mr. Pinion in Oarlton-house-torraeo, and quotes 
from a compilation of Mr. BradlaugVs at lllaok- 
hoath. Some of the more ingenious and bettor 
read of his critics find, it is said, an allusion to 
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Mr. Gladstone in u Shakespearian prophecy, and 
think that tlio warning given to a former King of 
England, that 

“Hy ft, 

Ills isBUQ diainhoiiteil nhoulil to," 

though it may have referred in the first instance 
to Edward IV. and tlio duke of Gloucester, has 
yet a second roforenco to the present Sovereign 
and the Prime Minister. Mr. Gladstone, accord¬ 
ing to the distorted imago of him which is 
painted on the Tory retina, aims ut dictatorship. 
Ho seizes, it is seriously said, the prerogative of 
the Crown, in order to coerce the indepondonoo 
of the Houho of ljords j ho uses his majority in 
the IIouso of Commons to overhear the Sove¬ 
reign ; and ho dragoons the House of Commons 
by appeals to a public opinion and a national 
will, independent of and superior to it, of whioh 
ho affects to he the prioat and interprotor. The 
abolition of purchase in the army is a part of his 
fiir-roaching design, As Mr. Disraeli has pointed 
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out to liis terror-stricken followers, it breaks tho 
connection of military oilieors with the propertied 
classes of the country, and substitutes for Uio 
sons of peers, oouniry gonilomen, and wealthy 
traders, a body of professional udvonlururs, ready, 
as in France, at u moment’s notice, to do tlic 
bidding of some oxlomporisod (Jliipf of tlio iSlule. 
If it were not quite certain tlint Mr. (tladsioiio 
bad taken the vows of tho .Jesuits, it would be 
probablo ibat bo covcrily belonged to the Inter¬ 
national; and it may bo that lio is in some mys¬ 
terious way the connecting link between these 
■two terrible foos of Church and Mule. 

This skotoli exhibits, with only sueli exagge¬ 
ration as is implied in giving distinct shape to 
obscuro alarms, tho imago of Mr. (Mudstone which 
haunts many u country parsonage, and is not 
unknown. in certain nooks and corners of the 
House of Commons. It scarcely in volves a great or 
mistake than that inisjudgmont of Toryism which 
Lord Macaulay lias prosorvod in his celebrated 
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article, and from whit'll, as a critical "Wliig, ho 
does not appear to have dissented. “Btom and 
unbending ” arc, however, the last words which 
cun ho applied to Mr. Gladstone’s temper or con¬ 
victions. Openness of mind, eagerness to learn, 
eimdour in tlio confession of past mistakes, mid 
a roudinoHH to admit a conscious immaturity of 
judgment on points which ho has not yot fully 
thought out, nro characteristics in which some of 
Iho highest intelloctual and moral qualities blond; 
iiud they belong to liim. Lord Jtnssoll, in ono of 
those Impjiy motapliors which now and then light 
up liis spooclios, and which will survivo more 
ambitious flights of oratory, compared tho British 
Constitution, with its publicity not only of result 
but of process, to a glass hivo, in which tho boos 
wove! scon at work. Somotbing of the same sort 
inuy he said of Mr. Gladstone. All his life ho 
Las boon thinking aloud. You seo not only tho 
premiss from which ho has started, and tho con¬ 
clusion which ho has roaohocl, but tho roacl by 
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wHch lie lias travelled from otto to the oilier. 
Endowed with the disposition of mind which 
makes tho true Liberal, un eager, ardent, and 
hopeful temper, a consuming zeal for work, a love 
of improvement for improvement's sake, and a 
certain “enthusiasm of humanity,”—Ur. Glad¬ 
stone was bom in the very centre ol that stern 
and unbending Toryism of which for a short time 
he bore the impress. In his boyhood, Scotch 
Tories and Lancashire Tories wore rare; but they 
were, as they are now, the oxtrcinest specimens of 
their ordor. Mr. Gladsfono’s father was a Wcolch 
Tory by hirlb and education, and a Ijatusushiru 
Tory by rcsidoneo and association. Erma u home 
penetrated lty those influences Mr. Gladstone 
wont first to Eton and thon to Oxford, an Eton 
and on Oxford alilco uninformed. Even then 
signs of a Liberal tondcncy expressed themselves 
within the limits of education and party associa¬ 
tion, In one of the dobalcs during tbo recent, 
Eeform controversy, Mr, Eisruoli could find no 



MR. 6I.AIOT0NR. 


7 


hotter hi one Iti fling at his ;tn Uiguuiftt than a 
ruminder 11ml in the loom (I of Urn delates of tho 
Oxford Union the n .11110 of Mr. William Gladstone 
is found among llio opponents of Iho Eeform 
Hellenics of tlml day. Hr. Gladstone, professing 
a wmiowlml exaggerated penitence, explained that, 
1 icing as a young man tm urdent admirer of 
Cunning, lie had been curried away by Cnnning’s 
hostility to llofonn. The Oxford student who 
wus among the admirers of Canning therein dis¬ 
played a Toryism iho reverse of stem and un¬ 
bending. Thu fact is that the early impression 
of Mr. Gladstone as a stem and unbending Tory, 
and tho Litor cousuro of him as a capricious and 
erratic revolutionist, are equally without founda¬ 
tion. Truo, ho has traversed nearly the whole 
space which separates the opinions of Lord Eldon 
from Iho opinions of Mr. Bright, The distance 
is groat; hut tho timo taken to accomplish it has 
boon long. Mr. Gladstone has been forty years 
about it, and the jouraoy is porhops not yet com- 
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pleted. Ha has painfully plodded over ground 
which others have crossed at a leap; and what has 
really been, and in the case of other politicians is 
perceived to he, one change, haB, in his oaso, tho 
appearance of being many, because it has been so 
gradual and protracted that the several parts of it 
have themselves soemod to be independent wholes. 
This fact is in part due to peculiarities of intellec¬ 
tual and moral character; hut it has been to a 
great degree imposed by the necessary conditions 
of official life and administration. The politician 
who recants his subscription from one set of artiolas 
of faith in order to subscribe wholesale to another, 
who from a conventional Tory becomes in a 
moment a conventional Liberal, Ms to give proof 
of that scrupulous patience and careful integrity 
which have marked Mr. Gladstone’s career. On 
the other hand, the politician who, in adopting 
liberal principles, perceives promptly their scope 
and hearing, and applies them through the whole 
oirele of political life—to freedom in trade, to 
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equality of Churches and scots, to popular enfran¬ 
chisement, and to security of independent voting— 
oitlior possesses, in so Sir, higher political qualities, 
or is moro favourably placed for thdr oxeroiso 
and display, than tho statesman who has to be 
reconverted to tho same principles on overy fresh 
application of them. This, it oannot he denied, 
has to some extent boon Mr. Gladstone's position. 
Ho was a thorough Liboral in commercial politics 
whilo yot he was a Tory, or, at best, but a Liboral- 
Oonsorvativo on ocolesiastioal and academio ques¬ 
tions, and in regard to Parliamentary reform. In 
one rospoct this peculiarity is disadvantageous. 
A mind which is subjeot to poriodio changes of 
opinion is like a country which undergoes periodic 
revolutions. Tho ohanges may be for the better 
in themselves; but they tend to uBBettlement, and 
are unfavourable to external confidence. Ihero 
are statesmen who persistently resist change; 
and of thoso Lord Salisbury is in England the 
moat conspicuous living instanoe. There are 
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statesmen 'who have as consistently and per¬ 
sistently advocated change; and of these Mr. 
Bright is the most distinguished example. There 
are statesmen, not less useful, who continually 
undergo change; and to this class Mr. Gladstone 
belongs. 

His defects as a statesman, whether they bo 
duo to original character or habits of official life, 
conspire to lend opportunity and effect to his 
special political faculties. lathe power of giving 
legislative form to the policy on which the nation 
has determined, of organizing complex and diffi¬ 
cult details into a complete and ordorly scheme, 
and of recommending it by inexhaustible resources 
of exposition and illustration to Parliament, Mr. 
Gladstone never had a superior, or, we may 
venture to say, an equal. As each reform has 
become what, in the slang of the House of Com¬ 
mons, is called a practical quostion, Mr. Gladstone 
has been ready to exooute the mandate of the 
constituencies. If he had been in advance of 
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publio opinion, like Mr. Bright, or lalJcd behind 
it, like Lord Salisbury, bo could not have dis¬ 
charged this essential work; and his best genius 
and truest strength would have lacked their 
opportunity. To this peculiarity of oharactor and 
cireumstanco the fact is owing that in Mr. Glad¬ 
stone’s coreor, moro than in that of any other man 
who has lived through the same period, the history 
of England during tho past forty year’s is reflected. 
If he hod boon from the first, or early in his 
euroer, a bettor theoretic politician, ho might have 
boon a loss useful practical statesman. If he had 
eoonor shared Mr. Bright’s views on, and zeal for, 
Parliamentary Eofom, tho groat financial and 
commercial revolution embodied in his successive 
Budgets, on which Mr, Gladstone’s political fenje 
will rest most seourely, might not have been 
accomplished. If ho had been a disciple of 
Mr. Mtall and tho Liberation Society, tho Irish 
Church and Land Acts would probably never 
have been passed, or would have been passed after , 
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protracted •conflict and in a less perfect shape. 
Mr. Gladstone’s shortcomings as a spoculutivo 
politician are the shadows of his morits as a 
practical statesman. He has been too busy in 
doing the nation’s work to think out fully and 
promptly his own opinions. 

To know what a man is it is necessary to know 
what he is not. In order to rocogniso what Mr. 
Gladstone is and has done, it is essential to define 
what he is not and has not attempted. No dis¬ 
paragement is conveyod in this nog-alive side of 
criticism other than is involved in tho fact that 
every human being is limited. To say that Mr. 
Gladstone is tee great practical statesman of his 
age is to say teal he is not a political pionoor 
in tee way either of speculative thought or of 
popular agitation. He has accepted a special 
and a most honourable work, and ho has dis¬ 
charged it under the conditions of thought and 
action which it carries witt it—-conditions in- 
, volring suspension of some high faculties, and the 
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imperfect cultivafion of a whole side of the mind. 
There can bo little doubt that Mr. Gladstone has 
chosen wisely, both for his own fame, and for 
the interests of his country and time. What ho 
might have achieved, if the pursuits of his loieure 
had boon the business of his life, no ono can posi¬ 
tively say; but thoro is no reason to think that 
literature, or tho higher scholarship, or thoology, 
has suffered an irreparable loss in bis devotion 
to a Parliamentary and administrative career. 
Originality is tho last quality which can bo attri¬ 
buted to Mr, Gladstone, In politics, ho has taken 
his principles from tho course of events, and from 
the finally prevalent opinion of the nation. It 
would not be correct to say that he is the kamlet 
of statesmanship. If " the native hue of resolu¬ 
tion ” flooms sometime# in his Case to be “ sickli’d 
o’er with the pale cast of thought,” no ono can. 
protond that “any enterprises of groat pith and 
moment ” have “ with this regard their current 
turned awry, losing the name of action,” On 
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the contrary, -with Mr. Gladstone, impending 
action has been necessary to determine thought 
from its vague possibilities into something de¬ 
finite ; and to decide which one of throe or moro 
courses shall be taken. In this fact, that Mr. 
Gladstone has always taken his principles from 
without, and that thoy have come to him upon 
authority, it is not difficult to sco a connection 
between his Liberal politics and his Conservative 
theology. For the vox populi which ho obeys as 
a statesman, he substitutes in Churoh matters the 
vox eccfcm. The Church has its democratic, as 
well as, and even in part through, its sacerdotal 
element. It claims on its human side to repre¬ 
sent a common consent— quod hmprr, quod 
ubiquo, quod ab omnibus. The sentence soenrut, 
judkat orbk ierrarum, which flashed conviction on 
Father Newman, has some affinity with Mr. Glad¬ 
stone’s " own flesh and blood ” doctrine; and in¬ 
dicates that blending of popular suffrage and ex¬ 
ternal authority in which Ms Liboral politics and 
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his Bncordolnl theology find their common basis. 
Having taken his principles from without, ho then 
applies, dovolops, und illustrates them in detail, 
Whon thoso principles aro Round, as they usually 
havo boon in statesmanship, the rosult is fruitful 
in good. In scholarship and theology they have 
resulted in such works as “ The Stato in its Re¬ 
lations mth tho Church,” “ Church Principles,” 
and “ Studios on Homer ”—works which, in the 
ingonious dovelopmont and loamod illustration 
of fantastic and almost gratuitous assumptions, 
belong to the curiosities of literature. Tho ex¬ 
haustive knowledge of Homer wkioh is displayed 
in “Studios on Jlomor,” and the “Juventus 
JHundi," readers it matter for regret that Hr. 
Gladstone’s minute Fomorio learning is not in* 
formed by a sounder critical spirit. The same 
dofccls, impairing the same great and conspicuous 
merits, display thomsolvos in nearly all that Mr. 
Gladstone has undertaken in literature. How far 
the Oxford of his day is responsible for these 
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peculiarities it is easy to conjecture, but bard to 
determine. It was tbe Oxford of tie Sacer¬ 
dotal reaction—tie Oxford of Newman, and 
Eeble, and Pusey. If the philosophic and cri¬ 
tical revival which followed this ecclesiastical 
obscurantism had been a little earlier, or if Mr. 
Gladstone’s Oxford career had been a little 
later—if men liko Jowett, and Stanley, and 
Goldwin Smith had shaped the influences to which 
his mind was subjected—if Kant and Hegel, 
Hamilton and Mill, rather than the Fathers and 
the “Tracts for the Times,” had supplied his 
chief mental food, Mr. Gladstone’s intellectual 
character might have been modified. He, per¬ 
haps, would not have found the mysteries of 
the Christian Faith in the Homorio Poems, nor 
have prompted apologies for tho damnatory 
clauses of the Athanasian Creed ; but his scholar¬ 
ship might havo been more philosophical, and his 
theology larger and more benignant. If, again, it 
had been in the nature of things possible that tho 
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impulso from without, and tho necessity of aotion 
•which havo broadened Mr. Gladstone’s political 
creed, could hare told upon his theological position, 
it is not beyond imagination that, instead of abet¬ 
ting a translation of "The Mirror for Monks,” 
he might be welcoming the Duke of Somerset 
and the Bishop) of Natal as allios. 

The democratic vein which runs through Mr. 
Gladstone’s character accounts for some of his 
defects as a Parliamentary leader. Instead of 
governing the country through the Houso of 
Commons, he occasionally seems disposed to govern 
tho House of Commons through the country. He 
somotimos speaks as if he had an independent 
mandate from tho nation to which its Parlia¬ 
mentary representatives were bound to submit. 
No ono can say that this dootrine has ever been dis¬ 
tinctly expressed or is consciously entertained by 
tho Prime Minister; but phrasos have boon occa¬ 
sionally usod, and a course of aotion has now and 
thon been adopted, which point to the existence 
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of somo such feeling. To this, perhaps, unrecog¬ 
nised estimate of the House of Commons in its 
relation to the Government and tho country, 
quite as much as to any neglect of the smaller arts 
of party-management, may be traced his compa¬ 
rative failure as a Parliamentary loador. TJndor 
his conduct the maohine erodes and groans, and 
seems to work under a painful stress. It docs not 
move smoothly and easily, as it did under Lord 
Palmerston. If, howovor, Mr. Gladstone is a 
poor Parliamentary managor, ho is a consummaf o 
Parliamentary speaker. His speochos arc, it is 
true, for the ear and for tho moment, and not for 
the eye and for later thought. Tho host oratory 
is literature, and literature of a high ordor, and 
to this rank Mr. Gladstone’s fluent and Audio 
eloquence seldom attains. Like tho book which 
Hamlet read, it is “words, words, words,” and 
the hearer is sometimes driven to old Polomus’s 
question, “But what is tho matterP” Matter 
there always is, hut it is occasionally drownod 
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in a fatal copiousness of expression. Rosalind 
says “ that yery good orators, when they are out, 
they will spit; ” a declaration which throws some 
light on the Parliamentary eloquence of the 
Elizabethan period. This expedient, however, is 
now impracticable, except, perhaps, in the Ame¬ 
rican Congress. Lord Russell’s and Lord Palmer¬ 
ston’s substitute for it was to cough. Mr. Glad¬ 
stone fills up the pauses of thought with words. 
If ho has to make up his mind while he is on his 
legs whether he will or will not answer a delicate 
question, he will express himself somewhat after 
this fashion:—"The honourable gentleman, in 
the exercise of that discretion which I should be 
the lost to deny to any membor of this House, 
least of all to one so justly entitled to respect as 
my honourable friend, both on account of his high 
personal character and his long Parliamentary 
experience, has asked me whether the Govern¬ 
ment intonds to bring in a Bill for the establish¬ 
ment of seoular education in Ireland. Slow, the 
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discretion wMch X freely concede to tho honour¬ 
able gontleman in regard to tho proposal of tliis 
question, I must, as a member of tbo Govern¬ 
ment, reserve to myself in considering whether or 
bow I shall answer the question. I have to con¬ 
sider it not only in itself, but in regard to the 
time at which it is put and tho circumstances 
which surround the topic." Mr. Gladstone then, 
perhaps, will say what Lord Palmorston or Lord 
Russell would have said in a single sentence, 
that he must decline to answer it. Rut thoso 
defects still leave Mr. Gladstone’s Parliamentary 
spealdng without rival. None of his contem¬ 
poraries has, perhaps none of his predecessors 
has lad, his boundless stores of knowledge, his 
power of lucid exposition, tho subtlety which 
enables him, as was said of Buiko, to wind into 
lis subject like a serpent, and to follow flexibly 
its every turn with a delioaoy of language which 
reflects accurately tho finest distinctions of 
thought. It is impossible to imagine a delator 



MB. GLAIXSIONE. 


21 


more fcrtilo in resource or readier in reply. His 
eloquenco lacks the profound philosophy of Burke, 
and the play of wit and fancy which Bets off tho 
doopest truths. It would he difficult to quote 
from any of his speeches thoso scraps of aphoristic 
wisdom which fix themselves in tho public mind, 
and become a possession for ever. But his oratory 
boars the impress of his character in the vohe- 
mence of conviction and the purity of personal 
motive which breathe through it. If Mr. Glad¬ 
stone, through tho causos which havo been 
faintly depicted, has dono loss than some of his 
contemporaries to shapo the determinations of 
the nation in groat matters of policy, no one has 
dono so much as he to givo the most perfect legis¬ 
lative effect to those deter minat ions as they havo 
successively been arrived at. 


II. 


MR. DISRAELI. 

iy|~R. DISRAELI Las eoraod a place in history; 

and will be rememborod when many wiser 
and greater men are forgotton. To moot him in 
the long roll of English Prime Ministers is a per¬ 
petual surprise, something like that of encounter¬ 
ing Saul among the prophets. Mot that to bo 
ranked in the list of English Prime Ministers is a 
sure title to fame. The Addingtons, tho Jonkiri- 
sons, and the Robinsons we nearly as much poli¬ 
tical acoidents, mediocrities whose high position 
illustrates their personal insignificance, as if they 
were English Lord Mayors or Amorioan Presi¬ 
dents. Mr. Disraeli’s Premiership is of a ditto- 
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rent order. It will be one of the standing jokes 
of bistory, ns amusing to future students of tbe 
Yictoriau era as to us wbo bave bad tbo happi¬ 
ness to enjoy it at first band. It supplies tbe vein 
of comody which runs through a momentous 
epoch, as the frolics of Falstaff and Prince Henry 
lighten the intrigues and wars of Shakespeare’s 
chronicle plays. It is not likely to be forgotten, 
sinco what is great often attracts attention less 
than what is curious. A paradox, however tri¬ 
vial, an unsettled point, however trumpery—tho 
sex of the Ohovolier d’Eon, or the authorship of 
the Letters of Junius—-ongage men more than on 
important but unperploxing truth. Mr. Disraeli 
is a curious puzzle. Nobody over mentions his 
name without a smile; nobody hears it without a 
corresponding smile. It awakens that sense of 
incongruity in the perception of which we are 
told that humour oonsists. Among the staid 
respectabilities of English politics, Mi', Disraeli is 
os Fifine at Court or turnod duenna. la one 
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sense this is to Mr. Disraeli’s crodit. It shows 
that he has had the courage to be himself, and 
has not shaped his nature upon any conventional 
model. Ho has spoken and acted according to 
his disposition, and brought forth works and 
deods after his kind. He has not suppressed or 
pared away his individuality into commonplace. 
"When he has tried to do so, expelled nature has 
returned with a bound, 

As it was at one time a received doctrino .that 
Lord Byron sat before a mirror to paint Childo 
Harold, Manfred, and the Corsair, so it used to 
he thought by the studonts of the circulating 
library that Mr. Disraeli, at the age of twenty, 
had deliberately drawn Mb own likenoss and laid 
down the plan of his life in “Vivian Grey.” 
There was little portrait-painting, howovor, in 
either caso. You may disoom tho author’s cha¬ 
racter in his heroes only as, according to certain 
experts, you may discern a man’s character in his 
handwriting. Lord Byron and Mr. Disraeli both 
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described, not what they thought they really 
were, but what they wished the world to think 
them, and the sort of tricks it would please them 
to play, if tkoy had the ordering of affairs. The 
true explanation, both of “ Yivian Grey ” and of 
his author, is probably to be found in the inte¬ 
resting memoir of Isaac Disraeli, which his son 
wrote in 1848, and which appears as a preface to 
later editions of the " Curiosities of Litcraturo.” 
One of George Eliot’s village gossips, uncon¬ 
sciously anticipating Mr. Galton's speculations, 
and illustrating tho philosophical maxim that a 
thing can be known only through its onuses, pro¬ 
pounds tho doctrino that it is impossible to ac¬ 
count for a man unless you know his parents. 
In tho short memoir in question Mr. Disraeli 
accounts for himself moro satisfactorily than any 
formal autobiography could do. For the purpose 
of understanding him, it is worth all the rest of 
his works put together. It shows the medium, 
ns naturalists call it, in which ho was reared, the 
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influences which acted upon his genius and cha¬ 
racter, and against which in turn his genius and 
character reacted. In relating the history of his 
family, Mr. Disraeli supplies us with the key to 
his political life. 

In the fifteenth century Mr. Disraeli’s ances¬ 
tors, under a name different from that which they 
subsequently bore, wero settled in Spain, whence, 
towards the close of that century, thoy wero 
driven by the persecutions of the Inquisition to 
seek a refuge in the territories of the Venetian 
^Republic. “ Grateful to the God of Jacob, who 
had sustained them through unprecedented trials, 
and guarded them through unheard-of perils, 
they assumed the name of Disraeli—a name 
never borne before or since by any other family, 
in order that their race might be for ever recog¬ 
nised.’’ In 1745 Mr. Disraeli’s grandfather, 
Benjamin Disraeli, the younger of two brothors, 
settled in England. Mr, Disraeli would seem not 
only to have received his grandfather’s nomo, hut 
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to have inherited, from him some of his qualities. 
He is depicted as “ a man. of ardent character, 
sanguine, courageous, speculative, and fortunate ; 
with,a temper which no disappointment could 
disturb, and a brain, amid revorses, fall of re¬ 
source.” Tho immigrant, as his grandson re¬ 
lates, made his fortune, laid out an Italian 
garden at Enfield, played whist with Sir Horace 
Mann, “ ate Maccaroni whioh was dressed by the 
Yenctian Consul,” and sang canzonettas. He 
had married a daughter of his own race, who, 
howevor, “nover pardoned him for his name,” 
since it identified her with a people of .whom sho 
was ashamod, and from whom thoy kept aloof. 
As often happens in similar oases, the only son of 
the enterprising Jewish merchant was the very 
opposite of his father, a timid rooluso, living 
among his hooks, simple as Goldsmith, and 
learned os a grammarian of the Middle Ages. 
His birth, as his son has pointed out, left him 
without relations or family acquaintance, “He 
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not only never entered into tie politics of tie day, 
but la could never understand tlom. He nevor 
was connected witl any particular body or set of 
men; comrades of school or oollege, or confede¬ 
rates in that public life which, in England, is, 
perhaps, the only foundation of real friendship,” 
Benjamin Disraeli, the grandfather, who, but 
for his retirement from business before the era of 
the revolutionary wars and the groat loans, would 
probably, his descendant thinks, have become a 
millionaire, died when the future Prime Minister 
of England was a lad of twelve. Reared in a 
home of as ahsoluto soclusion from English 
society as if it had been placed in an island of tho 
Mediterranean, with occasional glimpses, perhaps, 
at Enfield, of a strange society, moro foroign than 
English, and more cosmopolitan than cither, tho 
* young Disraeli must early have felt that strap go 
sense of moral detachment from the nation in 

■4 

which he has lived, and in which ho has attained 
the highest plaoe, which is visible in his writings 
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and Ms careor. In both homes he must soon 
have learned that his name and race placed a cer¬ 
tain barrier between him and the distinctions to 
■which ho aspired. By a somewhat sweeping and 
incrodiblo negative, ho describes his grandmother 
as " so mortified by her social position, that she 
lived until eighty without indulging a tender 
expression.” She dislikod her race, and was, os 
Mr. Disraeli himsolf bears witness, ashamed of 
the name sho bore. Mr. Disraeli deserves only 
praiso for the contrary impulse, which has led 
him to assort that name and that race against 
ignorant and bigotod contempt. Still they sot 
him apart. lie was outsido the English world; 
and, in spite of his intimate participation in Eng¬ 
lish politics, he has beon as a foreigner in them. 
Do has understood them with a sort of external 
intellect; but he has never thoroughly entered 
into them, and has cared for thorn as little on 
their own account as his fathor did. Parties and 
questions have been with him weapons, and not 
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causes. He has written a formal “ Vindication 
of the British Constitution,” and in the u Adven- 
turcs of Captain Popanilla ” has composod one of 
the most caustic satires upon it that haye eyor 
appeared. He was the champion of Free Trade 
in his earlier hooks, and won party-leadership as 
the advocate of Protection. Ho has laughed at 
our aristocraoy—in “Lothair” he laughs at 
thorn still—and has done them homage, de¬ 
nounced them as a Venetian oligarchy, and eulo¬ 
gised them as the dignified pillars on which order 
and liberty rest.* Ho has been a Radical, a Tory- 
Radical, and a Tory without the Radical, a Con¬ 
servative and a Constitutionalist; the client of 
Mr. Hume and Mr, O'Connell, tho colleague of 
Lord Salisbury, tho Mentor of Lord John Man¬ 
ners, and the chief adviser of the late Lord 
Derby. It may be said with truth that Mr. Dis¬ 
raeli has not been more inconsistent than many 
of his friends, and somo of his opponents, and 
that he has gone through only such ohongos as 
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are involved in the passage from Liberalism to 
Conservatism, or tho reverse journey. These 
parallels, howevor, ore of little service. Each 
case must ho judgod by its own circumstances, 
and by its relation to tho character, as known 
on other grounds, which it illustrates. Nothing 
certainly could be more unwarrantable than to 
impute deliberate insincerity to Mr. Disraeli. 
Men of imagination have usually a great faculty 
of occasional belief. According to some philo¬ 
sophers, vivid imagination implies momentary 
belief; and there is no roason for doubting that 
in different moods of mind Mr. Disraeli has 
vividly imagined the arguments for and against 
Free Trade, and has distinctly realised alike the 
merits and defects of our institutions. He has 
believed in them as he believed, for a few minutes 
one night, in the Dutoh conquest of England. 
The sentence in which, in speaking of the Abys¬ 
sinian Expedition, he described the elephants of 
Asia, carrying the artillery of Europe through 
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plains of Africa which might daunt tho hardy- 
pioneers of America, in order to plant the banner 
of St. George upon the hills of Itasselas, illus¬ 
trates this imaginative disposition, this tendency 
to make realities out of fictions, which involves 
sometimes the counter process of converting 
realities into fictions. Basselas for the moment 
was to Mr. Disraoli as real as tho goographical 
elephants, artillery, plains and pioneors, and as 
the banner of St. George—or they wore as unreal 
as he. Mr. Disraeli has played in tho samo 
rhetorical way with questions of English policy; 
and tho changes which ho has undergone may in 
part be attributed to tho instability of imagina¬ 
tive impressions, which novor amounted to intel¬ 
lectual convictions, 

There is, however, beneath all its apparent 
fluctuations, a certain consistency in Mr. Disraoli's 
public life, Ho has hold his opinions vory loosoly, 
but certain ideas have held hint vory strongly, 
He has been possessed by them. They are boliof 
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in his race, in the Theocracy to which its sacred 
books and its history testify, and in the principle 
of Monarchy through which a Theocracy best 
exercises itself. So deeply are these ideas seated, 
and so constant have they been throughout his 
career, oropping up everywhere in his writings 
and speechos, that they seem to ho a part of his 
very organism, transmitted with the hlood in his 
voins. The same peculiarity is noticeahlo, on the 
speculative side of his miud. The Mosaic cos¬ 
mogony is pitted against tho development theory. 
The exposition in “ Tanorcd ” of the “Itcvelations 
of Chaos,” and its practical conclusion, "We 
•wore fishes, and wo shall ho crows,” foreshadowed 
the speech in which Mr. Disraeli placed himself 
on the side of Dishop Wilborforoo and tho angels, 
against Mr. Darwin and the npos. His ridiculo 
<of Dishop Colonso’s assault on the Pentatouch, 
and his attack upon nebulous professors and tho 
second-hand learning of estimable and amiable 
deans, were something more than bits of ecclesi- 
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asticnl electioneering. It was a true instinct 
•which dii’oeted Mr. Disraeli’s youthful footsteps, 
as it almost always, after more or less wandering, 
has directed his pon, to his ancestral East. Thore 
is as strong a theological element in Mr. Disraoli 
as there is in Mr. Gladstone. It creeps out in his 
memoir of Lord George Bentinck, in the form of 
a strange theory of the crucifixion; and, so for 
as thoy have one, it is the moral pnrposo of 
the trilogy of newels, embracing “Ooningsby,” 
“Sybil,” and “ Tanored,” Mr. Disraoli may have 
received from his father the only political ideas 
whioli the older man seems to have entertained: 
a belief in the Stuart dynasty and the Monarchical 
principles on whioh they acted, a hatrod of tbo 
Puritans, and a distrust of Parliamentary ascen¬ 
dancy. Those notions, with a certain patronage 
of the Church of England as tho vohiclo to this 
country of Asian idoos, ware tho doctrines which 
he implanted in tho minds of tho group of young 
men who, towards the closo of Sir Robert 
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Pad’s second, administration, clustered round 
Mr. Disraeli. Young England sprang out of Old 
Jewry. 

This dotachmont of Mr, Disraeli from any vital 
interest or absorbing conviction in English poli¬ 
tics has in some degreo contributed to his success 
as a Parliamentary leader. To use the phrase 
which Lord Russell is fond of quoting from Burke, 
it has enabled him moro effectually to vary his 
means in order to obtain the unity of his end— 
the successful government of his party. But his 
want of sympathy with English life and interests 
has been against him; it is recognised by his fol¬ 
lowers, and prompts that constantly threatened 
revolt which Mr, Disraeli’s skill has always 
hitherto staved off. His isolation is visible in 
his hoaring in the House of Commons. He sits 
like a solitary gladiator waiting the signal for 
combat. The same peculiarity affocts his oloquence 
also. Mr. Gladstono has described the relation of 
tho orator to his audience by saying that he gives 
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back to them in a flood what bo receives from 
them in vapour, Mr. Disraeli receives no such 
inspiration from bis beavers, and gives them no 
such return. His* speeches aro often little more 
than stilted and highflown ossays, couched in a 
Latinized diction, delivered with a cortain over¬ 
emphasis, and set off with vehement hut stiff 
gestures, as of a marionotto whoso wires aro boing 
somewhat too violently jerked. They aro marked 
by a gaudincss of rhetoric which has a curious 
counterpart in the unequivocal admiration ex¬ 
pressed by Mr. Disraeli in his novols, and not 
least in “Lothair,” for splendid upholstery and 
fine clothos. The “ gallant gay domestics,” as 
Mr. Tennyson calls them, who bow boforc him at 
the door, cannot have a keener appreciation of 
their variegated liverios than tho Oonsorvativo 
leader. It would be wrong to uscribo this strange 
pleasure to moral flunkeyism. It is duo probably 
to the survival in a western climato of the Oriental 
relish for brilliant and startling colours. Mr. 
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Disraeli’s emotions, as a passage in “ Lothair” 
shows, in contemplating Iho contrasted hues in a 
fish-shop, the red of the lobster setting off the 
whito of the turbot, arc as vivid as when ho gazes 
on diamonds and rubies or on the varieties of plush. 
This taste explains the tawdry finery of the more 
ambitious parts of his speech os. But they are 
always lighted up by brilliant passages of personal 
satire, for whioh his hearers patiently wait—the 
frequent oases reward the long journey through 
tho desert. His descriptions of Sir Eobert Peel 
as the great “ Parliamentary middleman,” or as 
“stealing the Whigs’ clothes while they were 
bathing; ” of Mr. Berosford Hope as tho embodi¬ 
ment of “ Batavian graco; ” of Mr. Lowe in tho 
character of the “inspired schoolboy;” of Mr. 
Horsman as tho “ superior psrsou ” of tho House 
of Commons, happily hit off as much of a man’s 
oharactor as can be convoyed in a single phrase. 
Mr. Disraeli is a skilful and faithful party leader, 
who has shown, on oocasion, that he can prefer 


* 
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the interests of the State to the onds of party; a 
b rilliant political satirist, a bold and dexterous 
Parliamentary duellist, a debater not ill-matched 
even with the great antagonist whom ho has con¬ 
fronted for so many years; but not a great orator, 
scarcely, indeed, an orator at alL What he might 
have been as a statesman, if ho could havo had 
any other policy than that of the antagonists to 
whose sufferance he has owod his hriof snatches 
of office, no one otm tdl. Sir. Disraeli's Promior- 
ship is romorkablo chiefly for tho fact that ho was 
Prime Minister. His career yields tho moral of 
tho Industrious Apprentice and of Looks on saLf- 
help, showing that by resolution and capacity a 
man may become not only a Lord Mayor, a Lord 
Chancellor, or an Archbishop of Canterbury, hut 
even a Prime Minister, in spito of obstacles seem¬ 
ingly insuperable. 



III. 

ME. LOWE. 

iy|~ R. LOWE in a kilt, Mr. Lowe with Mb foot 
upon his native heath, and proclaiming 
Mb name to be MacGregor, is a figure for 
burlesque; and yot that is an attitude wMoh our 
unsentimental Chancellor of the Exchequer as¬ 
sumed during the last recess, at Glasgow, and 
repeated by particular desire at the dinner of the 
Scottish Corporation in London. His heart is in 
tho Highlands, though not, as he carefully assures 
the world, hunting' the deer, sinoe he has no taste 
for field sports. He blames Providence and Ms 
parents for not having made Mm a Scotsman, 
sinoo Scotsmen always get on so well in the 
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world, and stick so closely to oacli other. It is 
with the parsimonious and pushing qualities of 
the Scotch character that ho sympathizes. The 
reluctance to “ brak’ sixpence ” attracts him as 
the custodian of the public reyonuos; and tho 
way in which Caledonians back each other malcos 
him sigh for such allies as they would hare been 
in a career of aelf-advancoment. Ono side of tho 
national character he has not—patriotism; for 
an Englishman who wishes he was a Scotsman 
is a very poor Englishman, and would he a 
very contomptible Scotsman. “ Breathes there 
the man with soul so dead,” is a sontimont which 
is thoroughly, but not exclusively Scotch, in¬ 
asmuch as it is entirely human; and Mr. Lowe, 
on his own showing, does not know what the 
lines moan. Perhaps this may bo pushing Mr. 
Lowo’s fun too far into earnest; but a man’s 
jokes—such, for example, as tho Bishop of 
Gloucester’s gentle and dolioatc horso-pond re¬ 
commendation—often toll tho truth about him- 
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self to liis neighbours, without his being aware 
of the disclosure. 

Mr. Lowe is always bewailing the faultinoss 
of his education, and the hindrances to which, as 
a mistaughi, and in essential points an untaught 
man, he has been exposed in Ms political career. 
Instead of being apprenticed to a respectable 
trade, or sent to some school of the applied 
arts, as of civil engineering, it was Ms misfortune 
to be woll grounded in Latin and Greek, to go 
to Oxford, to win prizes and scholarships, to 
take a first-class degroe, and to become a follow 
and tutor of Ms oollogo. A young man thus 
negleoted, or suffered to throw himself away 
upon dead languages, is, in Ms view, a melan¬ 
choly object. Mr. Lowe is certainly an instance 
that tho ingenuous arts do not always re¬ 
fine the charaoter, and that humano lottors may 
leave a man something of a savage. If the 
fault he finds with the process is due to im- 
perfeot satisfaction in Ms own cose with the 
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result, there may he some agreement with him. 
But the truth is, that Mr. Lowe is on instance 
not of the effect of classical training on the 
mind and character, hut of the failure of suoh 
training to exercise its natural effect. Uis 
scholarship, minute and elegant as it is, is 
rather an acquirement held by a certain external 
tennro, a something annexod to him from with¬ 
out, an ornament hung about him, than a gorm 
sown within the mind, assimilating nutriment 
there, and growing and bringing forth fruit. 
Knowledge has not with him boon trans¬ 
formed into wisdom. Uis acquaintance with 
the poets, orators, historians, and philosophers of 
Greece and Borne has supplied him with illus¬ 
trations and parallels for the adornuiont of his 
speeches; but the ossontial thought thus attired 
is usually thin and poor, Mr. Lowo does not 
seem to be mentally richer for the rich mines in 
which he has worlcod. The barbarian is adorned 
with pearls and gold, but he Is still a barbarian. 
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“The coltish nature breaks at soasons through 
tho gflclod pale/’ Mr. Lowe’s acquirements are 
those of an Oxford don, or of a Scotch Dominie of 
the narrower order, and might have suited well 
enough, though they would not have best suited, 
tho chair at Glasgow to which he once aspired. 

An American humourist has apologetically re¬ 
marked that there is a good deal of human nature 
in most men. It is Mr. Lowo’s misfortune that 
there is very littlo human nature in him, and 
that what there is, is not of tho best sort. This 
fuot explains what Mr. Disraeli once described 
os his extraordinary faculty of spontaneous 
aversion. He starts from and grows enraged at 
samples of human nature which are foreign to 
him, like a dog or a horse which barks or shies 
at some inexplicable portent. *He thinks they 
moan mischief. 'They come from some unknown 
world, and are much more likely to be “ goblins 
damnod ” than “ spirits of health.” Mr. Glad¬ 
stone’s “flush and blood” argument for the 
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suffrages drove him into transports of passion. 
Mr. Lowe is an exceedingly acuto half of a 
man; but 3ns montal and moral organization 
is incompletely doveloped; and the language 
which appeals to the missing half is so much 
empty rhapsody or meaningless gibberish. This 
defect, which has deprived his consummate 
scholarship of any humanising influence, and of 
tho large and considerate wisdom which arc its 
proper fruits, and made his attainments but as 
the ample knowledge of an elderly schoolboy, 
bas loft the varied training of life as little pro¬ 
ductive. Mr. Lowe, disappointed of tho Glasgow 
chair of Greek, left the oloisler for the world; 
Oxford for Australia. He was engaged iu 
public and Parliamentary affairs at tho Antipodes, 
beforo he enterod the English Houso of Commons, 
and toolc a fourth-rate place in Lord Aberdeen’s 
Government. It is remarkable, and it is at 
once the cause and sign of that porpotoul im¬ 
maturity of mind and oharaotor, that otornal 
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hobbledehoy-hood which marks him, that Mr. 
Lowo’s experience of iho world, like his ac¬ 
quaintance with hooks, seems never to have been 
assimilated by him. They have never blended 
with each othor into the Ulysses-like wisdom of 
a man who has “ seen and known cities of men, 
and manners, climates, councils, governments,” 
and become "a part of all that he has mot.” 
Mr. Lowo has always been, and, at sixty and 
over, lac still is the sprightly, travelled, too well- 
informed youth, with a roady answor, often pert 
and shallow, for his bettors, and a contompt for 
everything which in feeling and thought goes 
deeper than ho doos. He is rather a nondescript 
personago in the House of Commons. He is a 
reader of Pluto, and ho perhaps recollects in one 
of tho dialogues a description of an ambiguous 
class of persons who stand on the border territory 
belweon philosophers and statesmen without 
being either one or the other, and who, having 
a modicum of philosophy and a modicum of 
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statesmanship, think thomselves bettor than both 
philosophers and. statesmen, though they arc 
roally inferior to them, fanoying that they hold 
the first place whilo occupying only the third. 
This class of people, says Plato, aro nover so 
happy as when they can hold philosophers up 
to contempt as good for nothing. The im¬ 
pertinences with which Mi*. Lowe favoured Mr. 
Mill in the last Parliament, recall some passages 
of this description; and his attitude to Mr. 
Gladstone and Mr. Bright, on the other hand, * 
completes the likeness. Mr. Lowo may seo him¬ 
self in the sketch. “ Tahiti in speculum.” 

In 1857 Mr. Cobden advised somo doctors of 
Manchester, who wero thinking of asking Mr. 
Lowe to stand for that groat borough, to “ see 
him and hoar him before you choose him.” 

“ Hear Mr. Lowo,” he wont on; “I hnvo heard 
him, and I will say this—and in saying it I 
shall be borne out by any impartial man in tho 
House of Commons—that, considering ho hod 
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some reputation for ability at Oxford, and ns a 
writer in tho Times , lie is tho most conspicuous 
failure in tho House of Commons,” Those words 
read strangely now; but thoy were said in 1857, 
and, with some little abatement and qualification, 
they remained true till 18C6. Mr. Lowe had 
achieved a certain degree of social reputation be- 
foro that time; but ho had not risen to more than 
a secondary position in Parliament and in ad¬ 
ministration, A vote of the House of Commons 
had compelled him to retire from office towards 
tho close of Lord Palmerston’s last Ministry; and 
in thp reconstruction of the Government by Lord 
Russell Mr. Lowe was not inoluded. Ho was 
therefore free as an independent momber to resist 
to the uttermost the Reform Bill of 1866, and he 
did so with an eagerness, a hrillianoy, and an 
effect which made him tho Parliamentary hero of 
the day, Tho success was the success of a single 
session; nothing in Mr. Lowe’s piovious career 
had given any promise of the faculties which he 
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thou displayed; nothing that he has dono 
sinco has exhibited the same powors of dobato. 
“ Single-speech Hamilton,” who was a vory able 
man, and made some ordinarily good speeches 
besidos the one which has earned him his 
name, has a sort of parallel in single-session 
Lowe. Tlicro havo boon painters, usually not 
much above mediocrity, who seom to have 
scaled the heights of genius in a single picture; 
poets, ordinarily only second or third ralo, 
whom a solitary ode or sonnet has lifted to tho 
level of the masters of song. Tho year 180(5 
gives Mr. Lowe a place among Parliouicntary 
orators. Eor tho first, and for the only time 
in his life, ho was in sympathy with tho majority 
of his audience. He spoko from strong footings 
to strong feelings. Ho was oamod away by 
hate, scorn, and terror of tho Befoim proposals 
of I860, of their authors, and of tho classes 
whose enfranchisement was promised; and tficso 
feelings wore shared by nearly tho whole of tho 
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Tory party, and by large numbers of tlie nominal 
supporters of Ibe Government. lie was tbo 
orator of a crisis of anger, distrust, and fear. 
It is curious that an enlargement of the fran¬ 
chise, far wider than any which ho denounced, 
should have made him, for the first time, when 
close upon sixty, a member of the Cabinet, hold¬ 
ing one of the greatest offices of the State; and 
should have relioved him from the burden of 
lordly patronage to which ho had consented to 
owe his seat in the House of Commons. Mr. 
Lowe exchanged a small nomination borough 
for the University of London in tho interval 
between his resignation of the Vice-Prosidenoy 
of tho Committee of Council in Lord Palmer¬ 
ston’s Administration and his appointmont to 
the Chancellorship of the Exchequer in Mr. 
Gladstone’s. The Reform Bill of 18G7 camo 
betwoen; and household suffrage effected this 
deliverance; but, like some slave populations, 
he ignorantly resisted his delivorer. Mr. Bright 
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on co expressed lus gratitude to Mr. Lowo’s 
patron, that whereas lie miglit have sent liis 
lnitlor to tlic House of Commons, ho had. boon 
kind enough to depute a great intellectual 
gladiator. Perhaps, in Mr. Lowo’s rhapsodies 
over the glorious struggles of the two grout 
aristocratic parties, of ono of which ho was con¬ 
tent to bo the retainer, and in bis dosiro to 
uphold them against the incursions of a Welling 
democraoy, there was something of the spirit of 
the servants’ hall. Did he fool himself bound 
to represent his unfortunate rival, tho disap¬ 
pointed butler ? 

Mr. Lowe has scarcely, perhaps, sustained 
during the past half-dozen years tho political 
and oratorical reputation which ho earned in tho 
memorable year 18G6. But ho has maintained 
himself in a position far higher than that which 
had previously been assigned to him. Tho credit 
of the great displays of tho Deform controversy 
remains with him; and an mdo/initc reserve of 
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power is attributed to him, which increases tho 
attention and rospact with which he is listened to. 
It has onsured him an audioneo, and has given 
him confidence. Mr. Lowo lacks the physical 
qualities of an orator. lie is a shambling, humod 
speakor, who goes back upon his words, and slurs 
his points, os if he were half-afraid and half- 
ashumod of them. lie rosembles rather a man 
dictating to an amanuonsis than one addressing an 
audioneo. Simplicity and directness of thought, 
keonnoss of expression, and fertility of illustration 
drawn by an exact momory from varied reading, 
give his speeches an interest which ovorcomos 
oven to the listoner tho imperfect medium through 
which they reach him. Ho is often clear by the 
ovasion rather than tho solution of difficulties. 
Ho is in no way embarrassed by depth of feeling, 
by subtlety of thought, or by thick-swarming 
fancies. Ho wiolds a few simplo ideas and prin¬ 
ciples, which it is comparatively easy to arrange 
and apply. Indeed, so far as a single instance can 
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do so, Mr. Lowe’s mind and character directly in¬ 
validate a favourite theory of the late Sir William 
Tlomilton’s, of Edinburgh, to whom, as a Scots¬ 
man, Mr. Lowe will pay somo deference. He 
exhibits the weaknesses and limitations which 
Hamilton considered to be the natural mult of u 
too exclusive mathematical training, and none of 
the largeness of view and discriminating delicacy 
of perception which Hamilton bcliovcd to be tho 
natural consequences of literary and philological 
studies. Mathematicians, according to the Edin¬ 
burgh professor, reasoning from premisses certain 
in themselves to conclusions which follow rigidly 
from them, move along a single line of thought 
like a railway in its grooves. Thoy arguo cor¬ 
rectly for the same reason, to adopt Hamilton’s 
illustration, as a man walks straight in a ditch, 
Li human life, however, you do not go from cer¬ 
tainty to certainty. You have to pick your way 
umid conflicting probabilities. The task of inter¬ 
preting a text, and of discriminating tho nicer 
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shades of an author's meaning, is an exorcise in 
this rofined porception of probabilities, and a 
valuablo preparation for that moral and intellec¬ 
tual discrimination which the successful conduct 
of life requires at every step; while the materials 
which the great masters of literature and thought 
afford enlarge immonsely the grounds and aids of 
moral judgment. Sir "William Hamilton’s dis¬ 
paragement of the disciplinary value of mathe¬ 
matics was probably due to an imperfect concep¬ 
tion of tbeir scope; -and Mr. Lowe is a proof that 
classical scholarship does not necessarily involve 
the delicacy and discrimination which are attri¬ 
buted to it. Mr. Lowe as a politician is essentially 
of the narrow mathematical type. From arbitrary 
premisses, economical and political, which are only 
half true to start with, and which, for their proper 
application, need sometimes to be^limitcd, some¬ 
times to be enlarged by other truths which Mr. 
Lowo leaves wholly out of aooount, he reasons 
rigidly to results whioh offend common sonse and 
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a larger reason. He fancies that -witli a petty 
Q. E. D, lie can demolisli facts staring him in the 
face. Like the first cosmic speculators, Mr. Lowe 
in politics seeks to develop everything out of u 
single principle; but the world ancl human nature 
are a great deal more complex than ho dre ams , 
and require perceptions more discri minating and 
a handling more delicate than his. As some cos- 
mogonists create the universo out of nothing, so 
he resolves the duty of Government into that of 
leaving things alone. A fow cut and dried prin* 
ciples, and a few rules of thumb, comprehend for 
Mr. Lowe the art and scienco of administration 
and legislation. 

A keen, forcible, narrow mind, a scornful and 
cynical temper, and a faculty of epigrammatic 
expression and of ludicrous illustration, aro tho 
qualities with which Mr. Lowo has made h is mark 
in public life. As a Finance Minister, he has 
shown excessive ingenuity and imperfect good 
sense. His frugality is often profligate. Ho 
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understands, with the Eoman orator and states¬ 
man, what a largo revenue may bo found in 
parsimony; but ho does not perceive that a larger 
revonue lies in wise and productive expenditure, 
lie is like a husbandman who should store up in¬ 
stead of sowing his seed corn; or a peasant who 
hides his guineas in an old stocking instead of 
putting them out at interest. In business. Hr. 
Lowo lacks a perception of relative magnitudes, 
lie has no sense of tho comparative importance of 
things, and will fasten on subjects which should 
be left to clerks, and will remit to clerks what he 
ought to keep in his own hands. But whatever 
may be thought of Mr. Lowe, he has been true to 
liimself; and this is to his credit, though it might 
be wished that the self to which he is true were in 
some respocts other than it is. Perhaps it is dif¬ 
ferent from what it appears. Hr. Lowo probably 
has many excellent and amiable qualities which he 
has nevor disclosed to the public. He certainly 
has the courage of his opinions in their bold as- 
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sertion, and in their thorough application within 
the limits of the discretion allowed to him. At 
the same time no one can charge him with insensi¬ 
bility to the necessity of compromise in action. 
His support of the Irish Land Act, after Iqs 
speeoh on Mr. Chichester Eortescue’s Bill of I860, 
proves that even Mr. Lowe's political economy— 
to him a sacred science—may he sacrificed to Mr. 
Lowe’s political exigencies; and the Irish Uni¬ 
versity Bill of 1873 will show how far tho quon¬ 
dam champion of the Queen’s Collegos and of 
united secular education is constant to his old 
promises and convictions, 



IV. 


MR. BRIGHT. 

JN one of his speeches at Birmingham, Mr. 

Bright described himsolf as having, during 
the quarter of a century over which his publio 
life then oxtendod, endured measureless insult, 
and passed through hurricanes of abuse. This 
is true onough, but perhaps it.is not the greatest 
misfortune wbioh has attended him through his 
publio career. He has been subject to flattery as 
coarse and undisoriminating as the vituperation 
whioh has assailed him. He has been the off- 
scorning of one section of his countrymen, and 
the idol of another. Whilo he was being de¬ 
nounced in England as a mischievous demagogue, 
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bent on stirring lip class against class, bo was 
worshipped in Amorica as baying reached the 
loftiest point to which British statesmanship had 
attainod. He was sneered at on the one hand as a 
mere platform declaimcr and mob orator, and was 
held up on the other as a master of tho purest and 
most lofty eloquence over exhibited in or out of 
the British Senate. Public opinion has wisely 
retreated from these opposite extravagances; and 
there is more danger, perhaps, of Mr. Bright’s 
real services and high qualities of intellect and 
character being smothered in meaningless eulo- 
giurn than of their being defaced by tho spatter- 
ings of angry vituperation. 

During three years Mr. Bright has boon an 
involuntary absentee from Parliamentary life. 
" I shall not know the House of Commons with¬ 
out Sir Robort Peel,” said Macaulay, when his 
re-election for Edinburgh restorod him to his old 
place there. The Reformed House of Commons 
has scarcely been itself without Mr. Bright. His 
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accustomed seat below the gangway has lacked 
him, and his absenco was even loss conspicuous 
when his place was empty than wkon it was 
filled by some veteran Leaguer, or some perfervid 
Homo Euler from the upper benches. Tho portly 
figure and tho lion-liko bond caught the glance 
of all strangers; and “ Bright ” was pointed out 
with pride by the habitues or the attendants of 
the place. Tho time is probably approaching 
when he will he seen there again; when visitors 
will comment on the sharp, decisive gestures with 
which tho momhor for Birmingham accompanied 
his talk to his neighbour; and watch for the 
quick, norvous glanoe towards the Chair, and the 
slight movement which seldom failed to catch at 
onoo tho eye of the Speaker, and to arrest the 
attention of the House, as ho roso to take part 
in tho debate. Whatever differences of opinion 
might exist in tho House of Commons with 
respect to Mr. Bright as a politician, there never 
was any question as to his consummate ability as 
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an orator. Tlio emptiest Houso—if perchance 
he rose in an empty House, which he was seldom 
prone to do—speedily filled when he was known 
to be on his legs. Beginning in low and mea¬ 
sured tones, with a sort of conversational hesita¬ 
tion'in the opening sentences, ho spoodily rose to 
animation. ’ The first condition of his success 
was this—that business was tho backbone of his 
speeches. They were always animated by a pur¬ 
pose which was clear to himself, and which he 
never failed to make clear to his hoarcre. No ono 
could fail to know what ho was driving at. 

Though essentially a plain speaker, both in the 
literary and in tho moral meaning of the phrase, 
there can be no groater mistake than to suppose 
that he is (if one may still speak in tho present 
tense) a rude or unpolished one. In ono sense, 
he is the most cultivated speaker in the Houso of 
Commons, inasmuch as he has most elaborately 
and successfully trained his natural gifts of 
eloquence. A presence which fills tho eye, a 
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voice which at onco takcB tlio oar, and a slow and 
deliberate utterance which soems to choose the 
best word, and to watch its effeot in order that ho 
may so choose and place the next as to heighten, 
or, if need be, to soften and qualify the impression 
of the first, compel attention and intorcst. Mr. 
Bright’s power of convincing docs not lie so 
much in strict logic—he does not often affect the 
forms of logic, though his speeches never want 
the substance of it—as in the submission of the 
essential elements of a question to sagacious com¬ 
mon sense and right feeling. Nothing can he 
better fitted than his words to his thought. The 
best answer to the imputation that he is un-Eng¬ 
lish in character might, perhaps, he found in his 
language, which is more thoroughly and racily 
English than that of any speaker in either House. 
It combines in happy blending alike the simple 
and the dignified elements of our tongue. Mr. 
Bright, if he has not as much wit as Mr. Disraeli, 
has a groat deal more humour; he has as much 
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earnestness as Mr. Gladstone, with mono solf-pob- 
sossion; and he has u simplicity of pathos, and 
an occasional grandeur, scorn, and indignation, 
which belong to neithor. No orator has con¬ 
tributed to the public stock more imagos and 
phrases that will live than Mr. Bright. Mr. 
Disraeli as the mountebank, with a pill for the 
earthquake, and Mr. Lowo and Mr. 0 orsinan as 
the Scotch tender party of which no ono could 
tell the head from the tail, belong now to history 
as completely as the Adullainitcs and the fancy 
franchises to our political vocabulary. Few 
things finer have ever been uttored by any orator 
than Mr. Bright’s appeal to Iho rival loaders to 
lay aside their animosities in ordor to soek a 
remedy for the wrongs of Ireland, than tho pas¬ 
sage in which he described tho angel of death 
visiting the homes to bo dosolutcd by tho Crimean 
war, or than tho moral dignity of the son tattoos 
in which be vindicatod his own career at Bir¬ 
mingham, ' Mr. Bright, even in bis boldest 



mr. mimin'. 


cy 


flights, and most passionate appeals, is always 
master of himself. lie is never carried away hy 
any gusty impulses. The fact that his speoches 
have boon comparatively few in number, and are 
usually in parts at least the result of careful 
preparation, certainly does not place him on a 
level inferior to that of more copious and frequent 
orators, unless the man whom Horace mentions, 
who mado two hundred vorses in nn hour stand¬ 
ing upon one leg, theroby proved himself a greater 
poet than ho would bo who, following tho Latin 
pool’s precept, should have a masterpiece nine 
yoars in hand. 

Mr. Bright, as has been Baid, is a cultivated 
apoaker iu the manner and form of his eloquence. 
Want of culturo cannot certainly ho imputed to 
him in its substance. There are, it is true, vary 
fow Latin quotations in Mr. Bright’s speeches, 
and, probably, no Greek onos at all. But they 
abound in allusions and illustrations dorived from 
tho masterpieces of English literature, and espo- 
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cially of English, poetry, and show traces of 
considerable historic and general reading. The 
Bible, Milton, and Sponsor seem to have boon Mr. 
Bright’s favourite works. Literature) of moral 
elevation and pathos, rather than that of every¬ 
day life—Milton rather than Shakespoaro—ap¬ 
pears to have formed his mental fuod and refresh¬ 
ment. “What is severe and stem is sometimes 
qualified by a certain tone as of the man of the 
world, remote from priggishness and pedantry, 
and by a touch of pleasantry. Nevertheless, the 
chief defect of Mr. Bright’s oratory is a cortain 
failure in variety both of thought and of mannor. 
Tie lacks the sparkling fancy and vivacity of 
Sheridan and Canning. Those metaphors, blond- 
ing poetry and philosophy with oratory, in which 
Burke’s speeches abound, and which rovoal 
depths of meaning and a delicacy of discrimina¬ 
tion beyond the range of tho proposition they 
enforce, have no counterpart in Mr. Bright's 
eloquence, which is often sombro, and apart from 1 
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tlxe animation giyon to it by tone and gesture, 
slightly monotonous. The bitter and vehement 
things yyliicli Mr. Bright has sometimes said 
sayour of the Puritanic temper, which is prone to 
confound error with wilful wrong-doing, and to 
smite it as with the sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon. There has been some controversy—a 
one-sided controversy of course—of a modern 
with an anciont author, on the nice question 
whether rhetoric may bo bettor likened to the 
closed fist and logic to the open hand, or whether 
the illustration should be royersed ? Mr. Bright’s 
rhetoric, at least, has certainly a great deal of 
the clenched fist in it; and when it exhibits the 
open hand, it is usually to administer a slap in 
tho faco. He appears occasionally to have taken 
as much pains to conceal real moderation undor a 
form of violence as other men have done to hide 
thoir violonoe under a mask of moderation. There 
has, however, been much exaggeration in the 
imputations made against him on this head. The 
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cxtromest things winch lie lias said may lie 
paralleled in the language of his predecessors. 
In the days of the struggle of the first Reform 
Bill, Lord John Russell and Sir John Ilobhouse 
used words as threatening as any employed by 
Mr . Bright; and the same might bo said of Fox 
and Grey before thorn, to say nothing of tho 
virulent abuse from Tory squires of which Mr. 
Bright himself has boon tho objoct. But the 
fact is, that Mr. Bright’s antagonists have often 
read their own heated passions into his speeches; 
and some of them have had tho candour to ac¬ 
knowledge that longuago which, in the newspaper 
roports and in the sharpness of conflict, appoared 
to he unjustifiably vehemont, losos that character 
in the printed volumo and in calm historic retro¬ 
spect. 

Mr. Bright has said, in moro than ono of his 
speeches, that the titlo of Statosman has boon so 
much abusod, that he has never vory oagorly 
coveted it. Tot, in a certain retd, though limited 
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sense, Mr, Bright is a statesman. He is the 
statesman of a class struggling towards direct 
participation in affairs, and of a policy, militant 
through tho greater part of his career, but towards 
its close, and mainly through and by that career, 
substantially triumphant. In the intellectual 
and moral qualities of political foresight and fer- 
tilo rosourco which the word statesman expresses, 
it bolongs to him, perhaps, more accurately than 
to most of his contemporaries. Of course, if 
statesmanship means or requires the tonure of 
office; if a statesman is essentially a man whose 
name is on the back of Bills destined to become 
law; if the word npplios only to the skilful 
executive instrument of legislation; in other 
words, if a Parliamentary adapter is a statesman, 
Mr. Bright has slender title to the name. He 
held office but for a fow months, just long enough 
to crown by his presence in the Cabinet some of 
his own most important works, and to symbolize 
the national recognition of the real character of 
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lus labours. Tn this fuel lies the justification of 
the claim made in bis bobalf to tlio title of states¬ 
man. The statesman is a mid-term, so to speak, 
between the speculative thinker in politics and 
the more executive or legislative instrument, the 
accident of a party or a Ministry, of a combina¬ 
tion or an intrigue, who simply registors and 
effects the decision of Iho nation. Tho specula¬ 
tive thinker, looking fiat baokward into causes and 
far forward into effects, is usually lost to his con¬ 
temporaries in the past which he explores or in 
the future which he foreshadows. The Minister 
of the day, or at least of our day, deals only with 
the exigencies and possibilities of tho moment. 
Tho statesman takes into his view tho problems 
of the generation in which he lives, the actual 
conditions of society and tho reforms which arc 
most urgent, tho questions which are unsettled 
and the methods and dot ails of settlement. II 
the word statesman is to mean anything else and 
anything more than office-holder and Pitrliu- 
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mentary middle-man, it must mean as mueli as 
this ; and in this sense the title belongs to Mr. 
Bright quite as much as to some people who seem 
disposed to monopolize it. 

Some critics of Mr. Bright represent him as 
having, through the acoident of birth, early 
associations, and business pursuits, started in life 
with the political creed of the Radicals of the 
period immediately posterior to the first Bcform 
Bill, and as having adhered to it without enlarge¬ 
ment or modification through Ins career. He 
was fortunate, it is said, in tho fact that the 
tendency of the time set in favour of these ideas. 
Casting in his lot with them, he shared in their 
triumph, hastening it, porhaps, but not effecting 
it, by the splendid passion of his masterly elo¬ 
quence. Chance would have him king, and ohance 
crowned him, if not without, yet not altogether 
through his stir. If Mr. Bright had been a peer 
or a country gentleman, instead of a Lancashire 
Quaker and manufacturer, we axe told, his 
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opinions and conduct would probably have been 
Tory like those of the late Lord Derby, Lord 
Salisbury, or Mr. Gathorne Hardy. What might 
have been, if things had been different, it is im¬ 
possible to say. Ho doubt early associations and 
impressions have a strong hold upon Mr. Bright’s 
feeling and imagination, and through them on 
his understanding and will. But, taking Mr, 
Bright as he is, it is indisputable that ho has 
discerned with koenness the questions of tho time, 
and not simply discerned the questions but 
prompted the answers. Hot only in the Com 
Laws and in the restriction of the suffrago, and 
the coercion or corruption of the voter, but also 
in tho condition of Ireland and in that of India, 
and in much of our inherited system of foreign and 
colonial policy—the policy of interferonoe and of 
guarantees—ho has placed his hands upon the 
wounds of the Empire, and suggested the curative 
treatment. His therapeutics have been as sound 
as his diagnosis. Tho Irish measuros of the 



MS, BRIGHT. 


71 


present Government -wore, in some of their main 
provisions, sketched out and recommended 'by- 
Mr. Bright, when to hint at such projects was 
to challenge vituperation as an incendiary, u 
dospoilor, and a communist. The Church-rate 
question was adjusted ou the basis of a compro¬ 
mise suggested by him. His speeches on India 
contain the outlines of a scheme for reconstructing 
tho Government of that great dependency. The 
late Treaty of Commerce -with France is said to 
have its origin in a suggestion of his. More than 
half-a-dozen years ago he proposed Arbitration 
on the Alabama differences, when no Minister 
would listen to the project. It needs not he said 
how complete the confirmation of his judgment 
has been on the issue of the Southern BebeUion, 
on which so many official persons went wildly 
wrong. The impolicy of the Russian War, 
denunciation of whioh cost him his soat, has been 
practically acknowledged by a Government, some 
of whose members wore parties to the conflict, 
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On domestic questions, instead of mcro abstract 
principles equally applicable to all times, or 
equally inapplicable to any, Mr. Bright has 
always pointed to definite action, callod for by 
the actual conditions of affairs, and to be reached 
by specific and assigned means. In the Reform 
agitation, he sketched out a plan for tho redistri¬ 
bution of seats, which, if we may judge from somo 
indications, has a good ohanco of being accepted 
as a safe middle-path between the present arrange¬ 
ment and tho sweeping and systematic change 
insisted on by some younger Reformers. IIo 
laboured for the extension of the franchise loss 
as an end in itself than as an instrument of tho 
other reforms which have followed or promise to 
follow it. If he had contended for it as a “ right 
of man” he would not have limited his domand 
to household suffrage, nor qualified that by safe¬ 
guards against the residuum. 

If this estimate of Mr. Bright as a politician 
be correct, it is difficult to say whiob of two oppo- 
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site views is tlio more absurd; that which repre¬ 
sents him as a common-place Radical of the 
Joseph Humo type, with an extraordinary gift of 
eloquence; or that which dresses him up as a 
groat revolutionary character, thrown away upon 
settled and orderly times. Mr. Bright is essen¬ 
tially a sagacious English politician; with views 
larger and wider than those of hand-to-mouth 
Ministers, hut narrower than those of speculative 
thinkers; fertile in resources and expedients, 
and not indisposed to compromise in unessential 
points in order to secure a freer assent to what is 
essential. No Tory, sitting behind Mr. Gathome 
Ilardy, or sido by side with Mr. New degate, has 
exprossed more unreasonable distrust or alarm 
than Mr. Bright has shown of the theories of Mr. 
Mill and his disciples. No one is less disposed 
than he to legislate for the possible requirements 
of a future generation. His eye and thought are 
fixed upon the definito wants of the present time, 
as interpreted truly, but partially and narrowly. 
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by the views of the Manchester school. In 
itself, this limitation implies a defect of intel¬ 
lectual charactor. Mr. Bright’s range of political 
ideas is but a small segment of the entire circle 
of political thought and action. His indifference 
to what lies beyond them, and is necossary to 
complote them, has often boen exhibited in a 
manner more exasperating to his friends than to 
his enemies. But for the spocial work which 
Mr. Bright has had to do, the loss to him has 
been gain to the world. The absurd impression 
of Mr. Bright as a revolutionist is due in part to 
imprudent outbursts of his own, but still more to 
imputations unscrupulously cast upon him by tho 
defonders of particular interests, who wish to 
associate antagonism to them with antagonism to 
all social order, and most of all, perhaps, to tho 
idea that an agitator is necossarily a revolutionary 
demagogue. If, however, an eminent writer in 
the Quarterly Review is right in his doctrine that 
Minister and Parliaments, instead of ruling and 
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persuading the popular power) now simply do its 
bidding and its work—if the task of persuasion 
and ruling is to he done out of doorB, the func¬ 
tions of statesmanship lie there quite as much as 
with the obediont instruments in St. Stephen’s. 



Y. 

THE MARQUIS OF SALISBURY. 

J ORD SALISBURY is one of the most strik¬ 
ing and, in a certain sense, one of the most 
pathetic figures in modern political life. He is a 
hopeless statesman, or is animated only by such 
hope as is too like despair to impose on prudence 
the painful necessity of smothoring it. An artist 
might take him for a picture of forlorn suspense, 
or as the central figure in the representation of a 
dauntless struggle against overwhelming odds. 
There is a oertain grimness of aspect about him, 
as of the leader of a lost cause resolved to fight 
on, though well assured that nothing but defeat 
awaits him. He is a political Prometheus, whoso 
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broast the Radical ■vulture tears, an Ajax defying 
the lightning, an Ixion on his wheel, anything 
which symbolizes defianco, and resistance to a 
power with which it is vain to contend; or he 
may be compared to Enooh Arden upon his desert 
island—“ a shipwreck’d sailor waiting for a sail; 
no sail from day to day.” Lord Salisbury is 
waiting for a phantom or foundered vessel, the 
Conservative Reaction, which does not heave in 
sight, to bear him from exile. “ It comoth not,” 
he saith; “lam aweary, aweary.” He is at war 
with the tendencies of his age. He has set himself 
seriously to do that which the late Lord Derby 
undertook as a mere matter of phraseology, and in 
a lightness of heart as blithe as M. Emile Olli- 
vicr’s, and that is to stem the tide of democracy. 
This he essays, not with Lord Derby’s reserved 
intention of going along with the tide if it Bhould 
prove the stronger, but with a misgiving that, 
after all, he cannot stem it, but that it will sweep 
him away. His attitude is that of some heroic 
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watchman upon a diko in Holland, whon the soa 
threatens to break in; and no one but kimsolf 
will perceive the danger. Lord Salisbury ib 
animated by false alarms, but they are true to 
him; and wkilo tho poril is in his view roal and 
close at hand, the rescue is distant and problem¬ 
atical. The Conservative Boaction may not come 
at all, or it may oomc too late to save anything. 
It is a fancy with which his imagination plays; 
an illusion which docs not deceive him, a day- 
droam of which ho porcoivos tho flimsinoss. In 
the meantime, his rosoluto integrity and almost 
cynioal candour will not allow him to make any 
compromise with tho false principle which is iu 
the ascondant. IIo will not hum incense to it, 
or ontor on its aorvioo; but will only and always 
resist and expose it. 

Circumstances wliioh would have made the 
careor of any othor man of at all equal, or oven 
of much inferior capacity, have boon fatal to 
Lord Salisbury, They have probably forfeited 
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him his place in hiMury. lie will always 1)0 a 
conspicuous figure in flu? LVtrliammtaiy skir- 
mialios of hi« tit no; but a member of Parliament 
is like an aelor -bo is forgotten when hois of]' 
the stage. Lord Sulinlmry was intended io play, 
for good or for oul, a lteroic part; and ho 1ms 
boon reduced to commonplace. Under a despotic 
Government Lord Salisbury might possibly havo 
boon a wise and beneficent ruler. Jlo would cron 
now, it is most, likely, be a first-rate Viceroy of 
India. In France, hud ho been Minister forty- 
two years ago, ho certainly would have overturned 
tko throne us Poliguao did ; but ho would pro¬ 
bably huvo made tho very priuoiplo of Monarchy 
so odious as to have anticipated in July* 1830, 
the Republic of February, 1848. In Prussia, a, 
fow months ago, as a meinbor of tho House of 
Lards, ho might have led an opposition to Bis- 
raarok, wlnoh would have made a blank tablet of 
existing institutions, and introduced the spectral 
figuro of tho Revolution, which haunts his dreamt 

jt f “ > 
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and iiis waiting hours too. Tlie inheritance of 
a great name and a historic peerage, and of 
immense wealth and social influence, has made 
him simply a Parliamentary gladiator and critic. 
He cannot become the administrative or legisla¬ 
tive instrument of the convictions of his coun¬ 
trymen, because he does not share them, and is 
too honest to affect to share thorn; he has not oven 
Buch sympathy with the ideas of his ago and 
country as would enable him to inJluenco them. 
He cannot lead tho party of resistance; for 
thcro is really no party of resistance. There is 
a Conservative majority (so calling itself) in the 
House of Lords, which applauds his attacks on 
tho Ministry, which is dolightod with his often 
vary just and searching criticisms of their legis¬ 
lative and administrative blunders, and which 
assents in tho abstract to the maxims of polioy he 
lays down; but which for six months of office 
would do all, and more than all, it has denounced, 
and would cap reform by revolution. 
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Hence Lord Salisbury’s tears; and lienee the 

S 

mission that he has undertaken. He knows that 
there is no party of resistance in England; and 
he has set himself to creato one. A few years 
ago ho had porsuaded himsolf that it was all Mr. 
Disraeli's fault, and that, once rid of him, the 
Conservative party would resume its old func¬ 
tion in English political life. He has since 
enlarged his studies of history, and has discovered 
that the sinister tactics which he regarded as the 
invention of Mr. Disraeli wore pursued before 
him by the Duke of "Wellington, by Sir Robert 
Peel, and by the late Lord Derby, if indeed, as a 
Minister, the late Lord Dorby can be distin¬ 
guished from Mr. Disraeli. But the lesson which 
he might have learned from those long-delayed 
researches has apparently not been brought home 
to him. When he finds four men so different as 
the Duke of Wellington, Sir Robert Peel, Lord 
Derby, and Mr. Disraeli pursuing, through nearly 
half a century, a similar course on each great 
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public question as it arises; when bo finds that 
in office the Conservative party invariably carries 
out tho Liboral policy, and that the question is 
simply one of instruments—’Wellington or Groy, 
Peol or Russell, Disraeli or Gladstono—tho doubt 
might present itself to a mind oven less acute 
than his, whether any elimination of distrusted 
leaders, or any manipulation of parties, can pro¬ 
duce a change. Tho spirit of tho time, or to 
narrow tho phrase to moro approlionsiblo limits, 
tho definite convictions and tho indefinite feelings 
of all classes of Englishmen, sot in a particular 
direction—tlio direction of what wo should call 
Liboral, and wbat Lord Salisbury calls revolu¬ 
tionary ideas. Tbo Conservative jjurly, though 
the fact is conceded from thorn by tho inheri¬ 
tance of party phrases and tbo impulses of oppo¬ 
sition, roally share those ideas; they make only a 
moot resistauoo out of office, or if tho rosistanco 
is strenuous, thon it is merely to propuro tbo way 
for an absolute capitulation when they arc in 
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•what they aro pleased to call power, and when 
responsibility for the actual administration of 
affairs strips off their illusions. If this be not 
tho true account of their conduct, wo cannot 
suggest any other reconcilablo with porsonal or 
political honour. This fact, if it bo recognised as 
one, explains Lord Salisbury’s position. Although 
he sits on the front Opposition bench in tho House 
of Lords, and lends the Duke of Bichmond his 
best help in the annoyance of the Ministry, ho is 
practically outside both parties. ' He is a solitary 
statesman. A close union could only bo effected 
in ono or other of two ways; either by his de¬ 
clining into tho tactics of acquiescence pursued 
by Wellington, Peel, Derby, and Disraeli, or by 
Ms impressing his convictions and purposes upon 
tho Conservative party, and in the first instance, 
of course, upon tho Conservative majority in tho 
Peers. The result in the latter caso would be a 
conflict botween tho two Houses, and a repro¬ 
duction here of the crisis through which Prussia 
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has just passed, and from which political prudence 
extricated England forty years ago. Lord Salis¬ 
bury deserves honour, if for no other roason than 
that ho has the courage, very rare in theso timos, 
to be himself. But he is not content with this: 
he wishes that tbo Tory Boors and squires should 
be himself too. Ho thinks he can convert his 
character into their policy; and thut hecauso ho 
has the courage to breast tbo tido of public 
opinion, or to stand aside and lot it float others to 
place, bo can impose this stoical attitude upon 
that average mass of English human nature 
which is called the Conservative party. It would 
ho as easy to transform common clay into cast- 
iron or Bessemer Bteol. 

The secret of Lord Salisbury's “ stem and un¬ 
bending Toryism”—that which difforontiatos it 
from the pliant Conservatism of his political 
neighbours—lies in his deep-seated soopticism as 
to human nature, and his desponding views as to 
the course and tendencies of society. Wo have, 
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ho seems to say, an existing social order, perhaps 
not very good in itself, certainly not the heat con¬ 
ceivable. But it has this advantage over all pos¬ 
sible rivals, that it exists and they do not. A 
sort of secondary English nature has adaptod 
itself to the laws and institutions which we find 
among us; the habits of men recognise these old 
restraints. Remove them, and the secondary 
English nature goes with them. The state of 
primitive nature, which in Lord Salisbury’s 
thoory, as in that of Hobbes, is” a state of war, 
returns, and the aboriginal savage leaps forth. 
Lord Salisbury has apparently boen. a close 
student of the first Fronch Revolution; and its 
wild horrors and follies, and the centuiy almost of 
unsettlement which has followed, have had a sort 
of terrible fascination for him. But his studies 
here also do not begin early enough. Ho fails to 
perceive that it was tho blindness of obstinate re¬ 
sistance which brought about tho French Revolu¬ 
tion, and that the tactics of timely concession 



rOMTTP\X PORTRAITS. 


which have been pursued by Wellington and 
Peel, by Derby and Disraeli, and which he lamonis 
and denounces, havo preserved England. Wo 
agree with him that those statemnon would have 
exhibited a higher political morality if they had 
supported in opposition tho measures which they 
denounced until they found it convenient to pro¬ 
pose thorn in office. But this question of personal 
and party ethics being put aside, there can he no 
doubt that Mr. Disraeli and his predecessors in 
the Premiership havo been more truly Conser¬ 
vative statesmen than Lord Salisbury. The moral, 
or, as old writers would call it, the complexional 
scepticism which is the intellectual ground of 
Lord Salisbury’s Toryism is no now phenomenon. 
It was exhibited before him by Hobbos and 
Bolingbrolce, by Gibbon and Home, though in 
their case it was combined with a religious soopti- 
cism which is foreign to Lord Salisbury’s convic¬ 
tions and habits of mind. His attitude more 
resembles that of Father Newman and dxvinos of 
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his school, who find the only refuge from be¬ 
wildering doubt or positive disbolief in the 
peremptory authority and definite dogmas of the 
Eoman Catholic Ohuroh. The whole sooial order, 
in his view, is divided but by a thin crust from 
the abyss. The stable and regular rests upon tho 
tumultuous and chaotic. The certaintios are at 
the surface, the uncertainties are below. Lord 
Salisbury does not believe that the human nature 
out of which tho present adjustment of affairs has 
sprung would, in case of disturbance, secrete insti¬ 
tutions and usages as suitable to it. The England 
of the present day is the result of a chapter of 
acoidonts; and he has no confidence that aocident 
will be as favourable if we trust ourselves to it 
again. Defending English institutions, not on 
the ground that they are in harmony with reason 
and justice, but because they exist, any reform 
basing itself on reason and justice is especially 
distasteful to him, inasmuch os these principles 
admit of revolutionary applications. The smallest 
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ohange is a donial of tic argument of a right to 
perpetuity from the fact of existence ; and tho 
more in sig nificant it appears, tho more insidious 
and dangerous it is. This attitudo of mind is im¬ 
pressed on Lord Salisbury's speeches and writings. 
He stands always on tho offensive, It iB not 
efficient pleading for an institution to Bay moroly 
that it oxists, which is usually all thut Lord 
Salisbury is disposed to say for it; but it is often 
a telling argument against a proposed change that 
it disturbs a present arrangomont, and carries 
within itself the gems of groater disturbances; 
that it is dangerous in going so far and inconsis¬ 
tent in not going farther than it does. 

In this kind of argument, which, is hut the 
political application of tho weapons skilfully 
wielded hy tho moro rcoont Homan Catholic 
apologists, Lord Salisbury is a mastor. A koonly 
anolytio mind, and a stylo cultivated by literary 
practice, give wonderful offoot to his trenchant 
criticisms, which mako up in directness for what, 
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according to Mr. Disraeli, they lack in finish. 
Lord Salisbury is, indeed, intellectually too sin¬ 
cere to take much pains in polishing his invectives 
and sarcasms. He said, in a recent speech at Man¬ 
chester, that it was his aim in all his words to 
spe'ak out his own mind simply and truthfully ; 
and that, though what he thought might some¬ 
times be wrong-headed and absurd, still, being 
what he thought, he did more good by expressing 
it, and letting it serve as an element in the for¬ 
mation of a right public judgment, than by paring 
it down or dressing it up to suit the views of 
others. This is very laudable; but it is matter 
for regret that the self whioh he expresses is not 
a larger and more sympathetic one, and that in 
the formation of his opinions that wisdom of all 
the world, which is usually better than the wit of 
any one man, goes for so little. In honourably 
refusing any half-honest surrender of individual 
conviction to public opinion, Lord Salisbury is in 
some danger of shrinking into a starved and nar- 
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row and defiant egotism. It is n misfortune that 
he has never been placed in a position which 
would overcome or counteract his naiivo difficulty 
of understanding the majority of his countrymen. 
Among the bonh nati and both miiti, but medio- 
mtcr docti, who form the soloct society of All 
Souls, at Oxford; and as a representative who 
never had a constituency, for tlio mouther for 
Stamford is practically member for “’Burloigh- 
house hy Stamford town,” Lord Salisbury has had 
little opportunity for knowing his follow-country- 
mon, or learning to abate that Boom of thorn to 
which his temporament and his habits as a man 
of letters incline him. That soorn, it must bo ad¬ 
mitted, is impartially distributed over all ranks. 
If his distrust seoms greatest of tho labouring 
classes, it is probably beoause, in his view, they 
are held to good behaviour by less powerful arti¬ 
ficial restraints, and by a less developed second 
nature than the upper and middle classes. Ho 
seems, indeed, to be haunted by tho imago of 
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Mr. Odgcr and Mr, Bradlnugh leading a revolu¬ 
tionary mob into Hatfiold Park, and committing 
tlie Elizabethan mansion again to the flames. Lord 
Salisbury's unchecked individuality makes him 
an interesting subjeot of political study, but it 
almost disqualifies him for modem statesmanship. 
ITis revolt against Liberal policy and Conservative 
tactics is a rovolt against the very conditions of 
Constitutional Government. While he remains 
what ho is, he can never be the leader of tho 
Conservative party. In conceivable, but almost 
impossible, circumstances, ho might bo the chief 
of a counter-revolution. 




LORD DERBY 


JF any one were asked to describe Lord Derby 
in a monosyllable, tbo answer would probably 
be that be was a “ safe ” statesman. Tho cha¬ 
racters which observers of life kavo drawn, from 
Theophrastus downwards, do not includo, so far 
as wo know, any skotch of tho “ safe ” man; and 
yet this typo of human nature must liavo boon 
familiar to all ages. Usually the ,f safo ” man, 
when he is placed in a position of authority 
during a time of danger, is associated with tho 
gravest calamities that can bofall a Htato; because 
the path of safety often lies in some direction litllo 
thought of, and apparently foncod round with 
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perils. Kicks is, perhaps, one of the earliest 
types of the safo man; and he is responsible for 
the greatest disaster of Greek history. Lord 
Derby, as we have hinted, is the favourite type of 
the “ safe ” man in modem England; and he is 
the last person whom in a crisis of national danger 
any one would think of calling to the conduct of. 
affairs. The very epithet is an expression of 
timidity. It could never arise in a time or 
country bent upon any great enterprise. A 
“safo” General would be an equivocal expres¬ 
sion, and would represent a doubtful title to con¬ 
fidence. The late Sir Charles Kapier was thought 
to have made but a lame boast when ho vaunted 
his prowess during the Russian war, in bringing 
his ships home from the Baltio uninjured. The 
ambition simply to keep a whole skin has never 
been productive of great things. Tho term “ safe,” 
• os it is applied in modern politics, depicts a con¬ 
trast. It is usually intended to disparage the 
imputed rashness and originality of others. It 
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donolos the trepidation of vebtud interests wlrieh 
aro afraid of being touched, of old settlements 
which shrink from being disturbed, of vonorublo 
associations which, aro throutonod with profana¬ 
tion. The honoliciarios of abuses and vested 
wrongs, by a well-known figure of speech, call 
Lord Derby “safo” because they think they 
would bo safe under him. The term is applied 
to him, as if ho were a sort of harbour of roiugo 
from Mr. Gladstone or Mr. Disraeli. A harbour 
of refuge is a very useful and necessary thing; 
but a vessel which is always there will not give a 
good account of its cargo. In sluggish and timid 
moments Kngland may be disposed to put into that 
port for rost and repairs; but she will not remain 
there long, unless, like some of hor unused ships, 
sbo is to rot and full in pieces. 

When a man is designated, by way of eulogy, 
as safe, it is usually because ho has no more impree- 
$ivo quality which appeals to popular sympathy 
and imagination, and because the conception of 


1,0111) DHttllY. 


95 


public duly which animates those who bestow 
on him tho numo, does not go beyond that of 
u voiding risks. No one thinks of oalling Orom- 
woll 01“ Chatham “safu” statesmen; beoansotho 
attributes which rnudo them so wore simply the 
background on which greater qualities were 
painted, and tho instruments of achievements from 
which conventionally safo-stutosmaiiBhip would 
havo shrunk. “ Safe ” statosjaen do not save or 
raiBO thoir country. With some insight into 
character, though without having perfectly ana¬ 
lyzed what ho pureoivod, a foreign critio has said 
that if Columbus had boon half as sensible as the 
present Lord Derby, ho would never havo dis¬ 
covered America. Tho difference in the two cases 
is not, however, in the groator or lass amount of 
common sense, or at any rate the difference is not 
that Lord Derby has more and Columbus bad 
loss; but in tho' different materials on which the 
more critical and regulative faculties of judgment 
worked, in the one case clearing tho intuitions of 
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genius and guiding the impulsos of heroism; in 
the other, deter min ing the conclusions which a 
somewhat level and prosaic mind derivos from 
the Blue Books, the Statistical Returns, and tho 
Social Science Reports of his generation. No 
one has a more profound distrust of tho political 
Columbuses of our time than Lord Derby; and to 
minds like his own his refutation of their projects 
is uaansweuu ’-v. ' full of consolation. 

Lord Derby l*i a in all probability many years 
of public life heforo him, which aro sure to bo re¬ 
sectable and useful; but which do not promise a 
really great, still less a brilliant, career. There 
is the half of a true statesman in him, but, for 
lack of the other half, it is lilcoly to bo com- 
jaratively unproductive. A malign fortune has 
listributcd over two generations and' heads of tho 
House of Stanley the qualities which if they had 
been concentrated in one would havo givon, per- 
naps, its greatest statesman sinoo Chatham to 
England, If the prosont Lord Derby had tho 
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imagination, the impulse, and the eager comba¬ 
tive spirit of his father; or if the father had had 
the knowledge, the candour, and the sober judg¬ 
ment of his son, all rivalry would have been 
driven out of the hold. As it is, each has 
lacked more completely than is usual tho special 
gifts of the other, and the physical dissimilarity 
which was apparent through the strange family 
resemblance of voice and feature illustrated this 
montal and moral contrast If we were to apply 
the doctrine and language of the older psycho¬ 
logy, which distinguished three souls in the 
same organization—an animal, a rational, and 
a spiritual soul—-we might say that the pre¬ 
sent Lord Derby differs from his predeeessor by 
the lack of tho higher or more spiritual soul. 
The etheroal fire seems to he withdrawn; and the 
whole nature is heavier with a grosser clay. He 
is his father with all the “ go ” taken out of him, 
and a good deal of solid stuff put into him. 
Instead of the Rupert of debate, whose ringing 
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and flashing; "words seemed almost to anticipate 
his thoughts, so that tho orator did not know 
what he was going to say until he was "going” 
to say it no more and had actually said it, and 
whose own yoioe soomed to convey his meaning 
to him and to his hearers simultaneously,—we 
have a spoaker who never trusts himsolf without 
paper, who is incapable apparently of uttering 
half a dozen continuous sontoncos unless they are 
before him in round text or in clear print, whose 
Ministerial answers to questions woro always 
more or less furtively read, and whose longer 
speeches are ossuys as carefully proparod ns if 
they were intended for tho Quarterly Itericw instead 
of for tho IIouso of Lords or the platform, Tho 
late Lord Dorby plunged into debate, eager to 
“ drink dolight of battle with his Peers,” careless 
of the blows he received, and thinking only of 
tho strokes ho gave. The presont Lord Derby is 
almost a non-combatant oven in the vory thick of 
the tight, in which ho makes his uppcaranco like 
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a horald with, a proclamation. Ho reads messages 
to the House as if he were a Presidoi.it; and is a 
sort of Reporter (in the French, not in the Eng¬ 
lish sense) on every question that arises. His 
laboriously collocted faots and his carefully drawn 
and guarded inferences almost demand the written 
form in which he puts them for oral delivery. 

The late Lord Derby was probably the last 
specimon—there has been none certainly sinco 
him—of the purely aristocratic statesmen. His 
temper and prejudices wero no doubt common to 
him with many of his party; hut only in his case 
were they associated with the 1 genius and force of 
character which made them conspicuous. There 
was something knightly in his bearing -and tone, 
which carried him through transactions other 
than chivalrous' without forfeiting his title to 
that favourite epithet. The present Lord Derby 
represents the transition of the English aristo¬ 
cracy into a plutocracy, or rather its merging 
into the plutocracy which has grown up around 
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it, and added immensely to its wealth. Tho 
looms of Manohestor and the docks of Liverpool 
which have doubled tho rent-roll of Knowsloy, 
seem to have had some moral influence on its 
present lord. There is a nameless air of the 
counting-house and of the City about him. It is 
no doubt these qualities •which have attraotod to 
him the confidonce of such men as Mr. Samuol 
Laing. His Toryism is bourgeois, as unlilco that 
of Mr. Disraeli as oan possibly bo. Indoed, the 
friendship of theso two ominont men is a singular 
instance that dissimilar characters aro recipro¬ 
cally moro attractive than those which resemble 
each other. Mr. Disraeli’s dedication of tho 
expurgated " Revolutionary Epick ” to Lord 
Derby is a curious monument of* a curious friend¬ 
ship. As cold natures sock tho fire, so lovol and 
sober characters seem to find a charm in tho esca¬ 
pades and caprices of moro impulsive and whim¬ 
sical tempers. 

Lord Derby has described himsolf as but little 
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of a party politician. Ho is understood to liave 
been ready, so far as his own personal feelings 
were concerned, to accept office in Lord Palmer¬ 
ston’s administration; and he haB held three 
Secretaryships of State in the successive Govern¬ 
ments of his father and of Mr. Disraeli. Probably 
no one was ever froer from personal or class pre¬ 
judices than he. At Cambridge, and afterwards 
in tho House of Commons, Lord Derby sought 
always the socioty less of the men of his own set 
than of the men of any sot from whom he could 
learn something. He was intimate, and main¬ 
tained his intimacy, with the best minds of his 
University; and in Parliament nobody of his 
political rank talked so freely and indiscrimi¬ 
nately with men of every variety of social and 
political belonging. This conscientious desire to 
inform himself on all sides of opinion, and to look 
at a question through everybody’s eyes in order 
to help Ms own vision, need only a more vivid 
imagination and a quiokor sympathy, to produce 
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raoro considerable results than have followed from 
it. All that he could assimilate he has taken 
up; all that he could see he has fairly allowed 
to count for what it was worth in tho formation 
of his opinions. But he seems to lack faculty 
for the higher constructive statesmanship. The 
materials are thore, but there is no mastor- 
builder. The altar and sn orifice are ready, hut 
the flame docs not descend. Lord Lorby has 
little comprehension either of political specula¬ 
tion of the larger order, or of political feoling of 
the deeper kind. The former he regards as 
visionary notions; the latter as sentimental weak¬ 
ness. This constitutes him a “ safe ” man in tho 
eyes of many—that is to say, he is a safe states¬ 
man when no danger threatens. In times when 
original conceptions and the power imaginatively 
to realise and ombody popular feolings aro 
needed, he would be one of the most dangorous 
of guides. There is no adviser so perilous as ono 
who applies ordinary rules to extraordinary coca- 
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sions; and this is Lord Derby's habitual attitude 
in politics. His criticism upon the Dish mea¬ 
sures of the present Government brings out this 
defect very clearly; and his harsh censure, when 
Secretary for India, of Lord Canning’s Oude 
proclamation, was another illustration of the 
same inability to appreciate the demands of a 
situation which lies outside ordinary rules and 
necessities. 

Lord Derby is frequently spoken of as the des¬ 
tined First Minister of England when the time 
shall come for the withdrawal of the present 
leaders from office and public life. He would 
not, however, he the natural chief of a, party of 
action, because he has no impulses to push him 
forward; nor of a party of reaction, for he has no 
prejudices to drive him backward. He might 
with more propriety be the head of a stationary 
party in a period of stagnation, But this Third 
or Neutral party, so often invoked, is an impossi¬ 
bility ; for it would be crushed, as between the 
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upper and nether millstones, by the other two 
parties. It is not a neoossity; for either of the 
two parties is ready to supply the void when a 
Laodicean policy is wanted. It is curious to 
observe, and it would be uncandid to conceal the 
fact, that, with the exception of Mr. Gobdon and 
Mr. Bright, the most ardent Radicals, and the 
most forward of Advanced Rofarmers, had no 
scruple in serving under the Administration, 
which the Tories assert to have been Conserva¬ 
tive in disguise, of Lord Palmerston. A Third 
Party is not necessary, therefore, to a neutral 
policy of rest and thankfulnoss ; nor is it nocos- 
suryto Lord Derby’s future Premiership. His 
very indifference to party makes him good- 
naturedly tolerant of its oxigoncios, and ready to 
adapt himself to thorn with a facility which has not 
improved his roputation, The lino which he took 
in the Reform Bill intrigues of 1800 and 3 807, 
and on the Irish Church question in 1868, proves 
that a man need not he a strong partisan in order 
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to discharge successfully the work of factious 
manosuvxe. It may be questioned, however, 
whether Lord Derby has the attractive and com¬ 
manding personal qualities necessary in a Parlia¬ 
mentary leader; and his conspicuous want of 
readiness and resourco'in debate is almost an 
insuperable obstacle to his holding such a position 
in a nation governed as Mr. Carlyle says England 
is by talk. lie is better fitted to he a perpetual 
President of a Social Science Association, or the 
Chairman in reserve of any and every Commis¬ 
sion of Inquiry which any Government may 
chooso to appoint. If ho had net been the Earl 
of Derby, he would have been admirably placed 
as the chief permanent official in some of the 
great departments of State, lie would keep a 
complicated mechanism in excellent working 
trim, would readjust it when it got slightly out 
of gear, and would be a check against the hold 
innovations of a too eager or impetuous chief. 
His administration of the different offices he has 
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hold has been of this orderly, respectable, and 
unexciting character. His foreign policy was 
sensible and tame. IIo tried arbitration with 
Am erica, but the effort broke down in the Senate 
at Washington. He frumod o Luxemburg Treaty, 
which tied only a slip knot. Ho is scarcely one 
of those statesmen of whom it is possible to 
expect greater things than he has yet accom¬ 
plished. There is no sign of undeveloped quali¬ 
ties in his mind. At five-and-twonty he was 
what he is now. A balanced mind and character 
in a young man are generally the signs of narrow 
limits; for growth is usually successive in the 
several parts of mind as of body—first this limb 
or faculty, then that—and is znarkod by dispro¬ 
portion and a certain ungainlin ess until tho full sta¬ 
ture and the final proportion aro roachod. There 
is nothing of this sort in Lord Derby. All was 
balanced from the first, and there is no promise 
of anything very great at the last. He has ordi¬ 
nary gifts in an extraordinary 'degree. In a more 
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complimentary senBe than that in which Mr. Dis¬ 
raeli applies the phraso to a much inferior man, 
he may ho called the Arch-Mediocrity of English 
politics. 




VII. 

MR. CARDWELL. 


W have always had a good deal of sympathy 
with tho unfortunate witness on Thurtoll’s 


trial, who was suddenly called on to say what ho 
meant hy the word “ rospoctable.” Mr. Carlylo 
has embalmed his effort, and tho question and 
answer in which it culminated, in one of his 
essays:—“ Q. What sort of a person was Mr. 
WearoP J. Ho was a Tory rospocfcablo person. 
Q. What do yon mean by rospoctable P A. He 
kopt a gig.” Probably, if tho witness had. been 
informed that the gig was not tho essence of Mr. 
Woare’s respectability, nor oven an inseparable 
property of it, but only a separable accident, ho 
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might have contended for it as a permanent pro¬ 
perty, and denied that there had been any acci¬ 
dent, if he did not moro wisely docline altogether 
to enter into the metaphysics of the subject. It 
is easy enough to understand his mistake. 
Hastily casting about on a rathor sudden sum¬ 
mons for the feature which had most impressed 
him in the late Mr. "Weare’s life and career, and 
which would convey to others, most rapidly and 
convincingly, the estimate which ho himself had 
formed, his imagination fixed upon the crowning 
circumstance of the possession of a gig. The 
reply has afforded Mr. Carlyle the opportunity of 
being sarcastic at frequent intervals during nearly 
half a century upon gigmen and gigmanity; hut 
in these sportive effusions our great humourist and 
moralist is not quite consistent with himself. 
The gig was to the witness’s mind a symbol of the 
superiority of its possessor ovbi’ the great majority 
of mankind who are obliged to go on foot, or to 
be indebted to the charity of other's for a lift. It 
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was realised property, and testified to tho shrewd¬ 
ness and thrift which. Mr. Oarlylo eulogisos as the 
key to national greatness and individual pros¬ 
perity. It represented also, with the horse 
attached—and though tho horso is not in evidonce 
we may assume him—a facility of locomotion 
which is ono of the first conditions of modorn 
enterprise. Probably a witness in our own day, 
if asked what he meant by a respectable man, 
would reply somewhat differently, llo might say 
that Mr. Cardwoll is a respectable man. Ho is 
indood the respectable man of contemporary 
politics; and if opithets wore attaehod now to tho 
names of Statesmen, as formerly they used to ho 
to tho names of Kings, ho would go down through 
history to posiority with that adjoolivo affixed 
to his nawo. In tho fashion of old dedications 
and title-pages, whioh doal largoly in voluntary 
phrases of praise, such as " tho most puissant,” 
and "tho thrioo illustrious," ho might bo desig¬ 
nated as tho Eight Honourable and Very lie* 
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spectacle Edward Cardwell. His crest and motto, 
if there were any fitness in things, ought to present 
a man driving a gig with the legend Decorum cat. 
It is not in evidence, and it would be gratuitous 
to assume, that Mr. Cardwell himself keeps a 
gig; but it is morally certain, if there be any 
truth in Mr. Darwin’s theory of the formation 
and transmission of physical and moral quali¬ 
ties, that his ancestors, through long generations, 
must have done so. Mr. Cardwell’s bearing 
is that of a man cautiously, and perhaps even a 
littlo timidly, chiving the most respectable of 
vehidos, with figure well held and squared, and 
with elbows neatly brought in, so as to economise 
space, and yet leave free play with the hands for 
the gentle stimulus of the whip and the judicious 
restraint of the reins. 

It will perhaps he objected that to describe Mr. 
Cardwell as respectable and tben to define respect¬ 
ability by reference to Mr. Cardwell is a circular 
process, something lilco one of the first efforts of 
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the unfortunate victim of a Socratic cross-exami¬ 
nation in a Platonic Dialogue, to the opening 
sentences of which the fragment of conversation 
quoted from Thurtell’s trial boars a certain re¬ 
semblance. The various spocios of statesmen, 
however, is a subject which belongs rather to 
natural history than to science; and according 
to Dr. Whewcll natural groups of objects are 
better indicated by typo than by definition, and 
Mr. Cardwell is the perfect type of tho order of 
respectable politicians. Bespeotability doos not 
express a distinct quality in a character so much 
as the impression made by a character or a group 
of qualities on tho mind of an ohsorver; and this 
impression, distinct but indefinable, Mr. Cardwell 
makes in a moro perfect mnnnor than any of liis 
contemporaries. The fooling which he excites 
does not amount to awe or to enthusiastic ad¬ 
miration, hut kcops tho levol of a sobor and 
chastened rogard. It is tho sentiment raisod 
in relatives by very steady young men. Mr. 
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Card-well is the steady young man of public life. 
He probably never had a loose political thought 
nor an ill-regulated political passion. His ideas 
are all neatly arranged in their proper order, 
and are never wanting when they are called for; 
and though it may be said that their number is 
not so great as to make the task of arrangement 
difficult, it is obvious that even a few ideas of no 
considerable magnitude may bo too much for 
limited mental accommodation. The dimensions 
of the room to be occupied have to be taken into 
account just as much as tho number and size of 
the things to be put into it. Mr. Cardwell's 
acquisitions and opinions are neatly stored away 
where they are accessible at a moment’s notice; 
and Ms skill in disposing them is not to be ques¬ 
tioned beoause of their quality or paucity. His 
demeanour is the very triumph of respectability. 
There is a prim grace and almost a demure 
coquetry about it, wHoh in the other sex would 
seem appropriate to a pretty Quaker. The 

i 
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Greek epithets of praise, “ fair and good," apply 
to kirn, and Mr. Cardwell satisfies tke roslketic 
feelings as well as tke moral judgments of ob¬ 
servers. His oratory is of tke same kind. Its 
ckaracteristio is, perkaps, best expressed by tke 
word nice; and, wken not unduly protracted, it 
is said tkat, despite tke lugubriousness of tone 
wkick it kas in common witk tke oratory of tke 
otker pupils of Sir Eobert Ped, it always pro¬ 
duces a most favouraklo impression on tko Ladies’ 
Gallery. Tke sentences aro perfectly turned, as 
if by a turning latku, and there is occasionally 
a smart little repartee, wkicb comos forth as if a 
spring had keen touched, witk now and then a 
pole glimmer of something like o fancy wkick 
vanishes before you can distinctly apprehend it, 
but leads you to tke conclusion tkat tke mechan¬ 
ism is moro complicated and skilful than you had 
supposed. Mr. Cardwell kas a delicate sense of 
the conventional fitness of things which kas made 
him equally acceptable to tko Court and to tko 
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House of Commons, to the Hold Marshal Com- 
manding-in-Chief and to the Radicals below the 
gangway. He is the Valentine of the Treasury 
Bench, as Mr. Forster is its Orson. Tho respect¬ 
able qualities which we have recited have stood 
Mr. Cardwell in good stead. His gradual but 
seoure advance illustrates anew the fable of the 
tortoise and the hare. He has plodded steadily 
on, never making any very rapid running, but 
never going to sleep upon the road, nor losing 
himself by attempting any short cut. Of his 
political oareer it may.be said, as Coleridge sap 
in one of his allegories:— 

" O’er rough and smooth with even step he passed, 

And knows not whether he he first or last.” 

The result is that at length he finds himself 
among the first. 

Mr. Cardwell’s Parliamentary and official life, 
from his appointment, more than a quarter of a 
century ago, as Secretary of the Treasury in the 
Administration of Sir Robert Peel, until the 
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present moment, when, as everybody knows, he 
occupies one of the highest posts in tho Cabinet 
of Mr. Gladstone, has been spent in the closost 
association with the other surviving colleagues 
and followers of Sir Robert Peel. He shared the 
benevolent neutrality which they observed towards 
tbo first Administration of Lord Russell, went 
with them into the Coalition Government of Lord 
Aberdeen, wbioh he and they quitted on Mr. 
Roebuck’s motion and Lord John Russell’s 
desertion, to remain in opposition until tho 
sooond Administration of .Lord Palmerston, when 
thoy definitively cast in their lot with the Liberal 
party. In 1854, Mr. Cardwell's fidelity to Ids 
friends was proof against Lord Palmorston’s 
attempt to detach him from them by the odor of 
the Chancellorship of tho Exohoquer, a tempting 
bait to a statesman not up to that time admitted 
to the Cabinet, the acooptano o of which would 
have given him a political rank for which he had 
to wait nine or ten years longer, as tho holdor of 
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one of the great offioes of State. Mr. Cardwell 
lias been in succession Secretary of the Treasury, 
President of the Board of Trade, Secretary for 
Ireland, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and Secretary 
of State for War. With a single exception he 
has filled all these posts with a very creditable 
degree of skill and a very fair amount of success. 
He can administer a Department, whether he has 
to deal with calicoes and sugars in Whitehall- 
gardens, with colonists in Downing-street, or 
with Boldiers in Pall-mall, just as he might work 
a sum in arithmetio without considering whether 
the figures stood for peers or paupers, for ships or 
shillings. Where this meohanioal routine ceases 
Mr. Cardwell has broken down. He was probably 
the worst Irish Secretary appointed since the 
Reform Act of 1832 j and the post has been filled 
by the present Sir Robert Peel and by Mr. 
Horsman. So long as he can guide himself by 
fixed rules, and bring everything to the test of 




118 


POLITICAL PORTRAITS. 


pre-establishod usage or the terms of an. Act of 
Parliament, he is safe; but when these fail him 
he loses his way and Ms hoad. His chart and 
compass are gone. To him the regulations of a 
Department, and Parliamentary and Administra¬ 
tive precedents, are laws of the TJniverso 
unoriginated and irreversible. An American 
humourist represents tho world as revolving on 
its axis in obedience to the Constitution of the 
United States; and Mr. Cardwell appears to take 
something of the same view of tho subjection of 
all things to the rules of a Department. In Ire¬ 
land, tho shifting condition of affairs and the 
growing and conflicting domands of rival factions, 
made the precedents of tho past inapplicable. For 
the successful government of that country a quick 
appreciation of a new situation, and prompt and 
firm action upon that perception, are essential. 
Mr. Cardwell showed himsolf singularly lacking 
in this faoulty. He did little more than feebly 
trim between rival factions, making small con- 
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cessions now to this side, now to that, which irri¬ 
tated one party by what they gave, and the other 
by what they withheld, and left affairs more 
embarrassed and feelings more exasperated than 
before. The reform of the Land Laws which he 
attempted passed into an Act of Parliament, hut 
never passed into operation. The apparatus pro¬ 
vided for working it was so elaborate as to be 
itself unworkable. It produced simply a dead¬ 
lock. It was so tied up with conditions and 
regulations that it was impossible to set it going. 
Mr. Cardwell in Ireland was like a very good 
and decorous boy set to he monitor in a school of 
noisy and turbulent fellows; and he was simply 
laughed at as a great girl, and earned the dispa¬ 
raging nickname of Miss CardwelL He is indeed 
the good hoy of modem politics; and it is this 
character which has insured his gradual hut 
steady rise to, perhaps, the second position on the 
Ministerial bench in the House of Commons. He 
baa caused no trouble to his superiors. Assohool- 
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masters say, lie is a credit to the establishment, 
and has never given tho slightest ground of com¬ 
plaint. Mr. Gladstone, no doubt, wishes that all 
the rest were like him, and very especially that 
Mr. Ayrton and Mr. Lowo, who aro nover out of 
one scrape but they aro in another, would take 
example by him. Mr. Cardwell has nover, so 
far as we recollect, been the subject of a Minis¬ 
terial explanation, or givon occasion to a Minis¬ 
terial apology. This is a groat thing. A colleague 
who introduces an element of repose and confidence 
into the life of a harassed Primo Minister is an 
invaluable possession, not so much for what he 
does as for what he does not do. Mr. Cardwell 
may be safoly reckoned upon not to indulge in 
any sudden oscapade or to develop any moral 
friskine&s. 

During the past two years ho has exhibited 
higher qualitios than ho had previously shown. 
His conduct of the Military reforms of the past 
and the previous Session showed a singular power 
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of mastering the details of a complicated scheme, 
and great readiness in defending and explaining 
it with promptitude and point, if with no great 
-versatility of resource or flexibility of temper. 
Supplied with principles, and urged on by the 
impulse of a powerful leader and a united party, 
he can put a measure through, against unflagging 
opposition to its aim and to its minutest details, 
with a patient persistence which in the end over¬ 
comes all obstacles. Mr. Cardwell’s prudence 
and discretion, his self-command, his habitual 
abstinence from anything that can wound or 
irritate opponents, his minute knowledge of the 
forms of the House of Commons, his experience 
of public business in various departments, and Ms 
reputation as a safe and well-informed financier, 
have turned conjecture towards him as, in certain 
circumstances, a possible leader of the Liberal 
party in the House of Commons. His age is, 
however, so nearly that of Mr. Gladstone, that 
these speculations are worth very little. If any 
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unfortunate accident should make the question a 
practical one, the Liberal party might feel that 
though Mr. Cardwell's leadership might not be 
marked by bold and vigorous initiative in legis¬ 
lation, or by animation in Parliamentary comhat ) 
it would bo free from the oaprioious petulanoo 
which seems inseparable from ono of his con¬ 
spicuous colleagues, who has beon sometimes 
thought of as aspiring to tho first place in the 
House of Commons; and that a high and rofined 
sense of political honour would prevent him from 
combining with opponents to defeat his friends, 
or from sacrificing the substnnoe of a moasure in 
order to pass tho more shell and framework of it. 
But it would still be doubtful whether tho best ol‘ 
chief olerks could hocorao a real ruler of men. 


vm. 

\ 

LOED BUSSELL. 


JIT a recent speech. Lord Eussell referred to 
himself as one of the ancestors of the present 
generation. The commonplace which describes 
him as the Nestor of politicians is more accurate 
than such easy parallels usually are. Two gene¬ 
rations of articulately-speaking men who were 
reared with him in heaven-protected Pylos have 
faded away, and in the House of Lords he holds 
sway over a third, not always, perhaps, so arti¬ 
culately speaking. His reminiscences of Grey 
and Althorp, of Holland and Mackintosh, and the 
elder chiefs of his party, have sometimes a little 
about them of a Nestor’s magnifying retrospect 
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of their prowess. He might claim, however, to 
be known by his comrades, and to bo esteemed 
by the place they assigned him in thoir counsels 
and combats, if his own services did not mate 
such an indirect method of judgment super¬ 
fluous :— 

“ In times past 

I lived with, men, and they despised mo not, 

Abler in counsel, greater than yourselves. 

Such men I never saw, and Eo'er shall see, 

As Mrithous, and Dryas, wise and bravB, 

Ccensus, Exadius, godlike Tolyphemo, 

And Thosous, iEgous' more than mortal son. 

With thorn I played my part. 

And they my counsels beard, my voioo obeyed.” 

Nothing, however, can bo further from Lord 
Russell’s habitual language in speaking of himself 
than this garrulous self-laudation. In nearly the 
concluding words of the autobiographical intro¬ 
duction which he has prefixed to tho two volumes 
of Speeches and Despatches, he remarks:— 

“ To speak of my own work, I can only rejoice 
that I have been allowed to have my share 
in the task accomplished in the half-century 
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which has passed from 1819 to 1869. My capa¬ 
city, I always felt, was very inferior to that of 
the men who have attained in past times the 
foremost place in our Parliament, and in the 
councils of our Sovereign. I have committed many 
errors, some of them very gross blunders. But 
the generous people of England are always for¬ 
bearing and forgiving to those statesmen who 
have the good of their country at heart: like 
my betters, I have been misrepresented and 
slandered by those who knew nothing of me; but 
I have been more than compensated by the con¬ 
fidence and friendship of the best men of my own 
political connection, and by the regard and 
favourable interpretation of my motives which I 
have heard expressed by my generous opponents, 
from the days of Lord Oastlereagh to those of 
Mr. Disraeli.” 

The frank simplicity of this declaration is very 
characteristic of its author. There is a nakedness 
of confession about it which does not usually ac- 
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company apologies, which are generally designed 
to show the reader that whore the penitent was 
most wrong he was in reality most right, and seem 
intended to suggest to the candour of his critics a 
reversal of the judgment which in words ho passos 
upon himself. This habit of mind explains 
pleasantly some of the superficially least pleasing 
features of Lord Russell's career. There has 
always been a sort of innocont nudity about him. 
He nevor dresses himself up or disguises his 
motives. Whenover ho has intrigued—and nearly 
every statesman, probably, does intrigue more or 
loss against his rivals of the opposite party or 
of his own—he has dono so in the most trans¬ 
parent manner. Whon ho lias wantod an office 
filled hy any one olso in. a Government of which ho 
was a member, ho has said so and takon it. His 
dismissal of Lord Palmerston, his retirement from 
the Abordeen Administration, tho part ho played 
in the negotiations at Yienna, and his manoeuvres 
against the Ministries of Lord Palmorston and 



LORI) RUSSELL. 


127 


Lord Derby, were of the most ingenuous cha¬ 
racter. He has plotted as openly as the con¬ 
spirators in Canning’s mook-play of The Rovers. 
If he had been engaged in the Gunpowder 
Treason, he would have walked down to the 
Houses of Parliament at mid-day with the 
matches in his hand and the barrel of gunpowder 
under his arm. When his Mends have been in 
office, and he has for any reason been out of it, he 
has spoken his mind of them as freely, and.with as 
little regard to the policy of seeming to play the 
part of a generous patron or an indulgent apologist, 
as if he and they had sat upon opposite benches 
during the whole of their political lives. Lord 
Bussell is not a reconciler. It cannot be said of 
him, in whatever other respects he may resemble 
the Greek hero:—• 

, “ Nestor componsre lites 

later Peleiden festinnt, et inter Atreidam.” 

He has systematically neglected the arts of popu¬ 
larity and the ordinary methods of cementing 
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party attachment. He is as little able as Oorio- 
lanus himself to stand in tie markot-placo and 
make merchandise of his wounds, and solicit the 
most sweet voices of the mob. He has met enthu¬ 
siasm by a robujT. He sometimes displays a cer¬ 
tain ungraciousness of disposition, and a lack of 
those genial and sympathetic qualities which win 
liking, and help to make lifo more agrocable 
than it would otherwise be. Lord Russoll’s cha¬ 
racter is like tho nalsed rock which is not made 
fair to the oyo or soft to the tread by any ovor- 
growth of moss or verdure. If would bo plea¬ 
santer if it wero so relieved. But it is bettor to 
havo the naked rock than tho treacherous morass, 
hiddon beneath tho grass and flowers which 
tempt and betray tho footsteps. A future gene¬ 
ration will estimate Lord Russell’s character loss 
by its superficial gracos, or its laok of them, 
than by more fundamental qualities. The degree' 
in which he accommodated himself to his party 
and colleagues, or made himself pleasant to his 
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contemporaries, or agreeable in society, will count 
for less than tie long roll of services rendered, and 
of great principles defended and advanced. The 
very bleakness and bareness of Ms character 
bring out in clearer vision its solid basis and finer 
outlines. 

At one time, early in his career, Lord Russell 
appears to have been half-minded to abandon 
politics for literature. The only fruit, however', 
of this dim intention was the poetio remonstrance 
wMch it called forth from Moore; and it had 
probably no deeper root in Ms oharacter than the 
Habit of men to idealise the pursuits which they 
do not follow, or follow only as a diversion, and 
to find disappointment and irritation in those 
wMch are the business of their lives. It is the 
old story of Horace’s 'first Satire. The soldior 
would be a merchant, the farmer would be a 
lawyer. Whatever Lord Russell may have pro¬ 
posed, his tutelary genius disposed of him more 
wisely, As a writer, he might have earned a 
K 
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section in some appendix to Horace Walpole’s 
“ Royal and Noble Authors; ” but he would have 
been simply a dried plant in a hortus siccus, and 
not a living growth in a true garden. Lord 
Russell’s taste for literature has not contributed 
anything of much value to it; but it has onlarged, 
enriched, and illustrated his statesmanship; and 
it has tinctured his oratory. The ablest and most 
cultivated, if he be not the wisest, of living Ame¬ 
rican politicians is in the habit of saying that Lord 
Russell’s speeches, whatever thoy may bo as they 
are delivered, are, as they aw printed, the finest 
specimens of contemporary English eloquence. 
The opinion needs qualification; but it is tnio 
that they have a dearness of phrase, and a sharp 
precision of thought which arc not usual in 
spoken language; and there is a certain infusion 
of history and literature in them which gives them 
a scholarly charm. When Lord Russell has a 
great thing to say, he oan say it greatly. The 
veiy bareness and simplicity of his mind allow 
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a grand conception or purpose to appear in its 
naked outlines. When he is a nim ated by a 
high feeling, it finds expression with a certain 
ingenuousness and purity that set it off better than 
any elaborate adornment or overwrought senti¬ 
mentality. A cultivated historic sense, a recol¬ 
lection of the stock whence he comes, and of the 
nation which it has served, have enabled him 
on more than one occasion to stand nobly for 
England, confronting hostile powers or denounc¬ 
ing an unworthy policy. He has seemed for the 
moment to he tho incarnation of British plnck and 
spirit. A fanciful writer has indulged in the idea 
that, though overgrown by the later stagesof youth, 
manhood, and old age, the innocence of childhood 
mysteriously remains with every human being; 
and that, in a future world, the immortalised spirit 
will he the immortalised child and youth and man 
wonderfully hound togethor; that all the stages 
of this earthly existence, and not simply its final 
stage, will be rostored or preserved. In some- 
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thing of this fashion Lord Russell seems, in 
his, belter moments, to incarnate and personify in 
himself the history and traditions of his Honse 
and order; he is not a scion of his stock, or a 
member of his class only, but the embodiment of 
it. Mr. Disraeli never made a greater mistake 
than when he said that while Liberalism was 
in its essence cosmopolitan, Conservatism was 
national. The historio Liberalism of which 
Lord Eussoll is a type is intensely national. 
It curiously blends aristocratic sentiment with 
democratic conviction. He believes in privilege, 
with • an open path by which worthiness may 
ascend to it, and no fence to save unworthi¬ 
ness from falling from it. If there is anything 
unwisely cosmopolitan in the present sentiments of 
hie party, it is due to that section of it which is an 
offshoot from Conservatism. The Poolites brought 
it with them from their old political quarters and 
associates, and it has been somewhat strengthened 
by their alliance with the Manchester School. 
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But the Peelites and the Manchester School do 
not together make up the Liberal pasty; and the 
cosmopolitanism which Mr. Disraeli attributes to 
it is as signally exemplified by such Conservative 
statesmen as Lord Derby and Sir Stafford North- 
cote, as by any of their rivals. The historic 
studies and the national spirit of Lord Bussell 
have prevented his politics from sinking to the 
parochial level, as well as from losing themselves 
in mere cosmopolitan generalities. Even his 
policy as Foreign Minister, mistaken and irritating 
as it often was, had stamped upon it a salutary- 
sense of the greatness, and a keen jealousy of the 
‘honour, of England. 

In what has preceded, Lord Russell has been 
described at his best; but he has often through 
his career been much below his best, and the least 
admirable parts of his character have occasionally 
been too prominent. When he is not inspired by 
a great occasion his oratory dwindles, and the 
poverty of the thought, undisguised beneath im- 
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posing phrases, reflects itself in poor and thread- 
hare language. He then flounders into platitudes 
and commonplaces. In the speeches of no living 
statesman would it he possible to find so many- 
great and simple truths grandly because simply 
expressed, and so many paltry commonplaces, 
naked, halting, and maimed. Lord Russell, 
though he has wanted the physical requisites and 
the temperament of an orator, though he has a dry 
and hesitating manner, a heavy but not powerful 
voioe, a drawling tone, and the obsolete pronun¬ 
ciation of good society in the days of the Regency, 
has always been one of the readiest and most 
efficient of debaters, possessing that faculty of 
keen and direct retort whioh is like skilful sword¬ 
play. He would probably have been a greater 
statesman, as he would certainly have boen a 
greater speaker, if he had possessed a more 
vigorous constitution, and what is often a con¬ 
sequence of it, higher animal spirits. Ordinarily 
there is a chilling coldness^ or lassitude about 
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him; and it is only when "the steam is on/’ 
that "languid Johnny’soars to glorious John,” 
and shows himself to be of “ Tydeus 1 kind, whose 
little body lodged a mighty mind.” During his 
younger days, he and Francis Horner were set 
down as the two almost hopeless invalids of the 
party; and Lord Russell’s prospects of distinction 
and ultimate leadership were generally dismissed 
with the reflection that neither his health nor life 
could he counted on. Feeble health has tracked 
him through the sixty years of his public oareer; 
and its dangers have only been carefully fought 
off through a long struggle for existence. This 
physical infirmity has, no doubt, had its political 
consequences. Lord RuBsell’s restless activity has 
been somewhat dreary; and there has been, more¬ 
over, a lack of continuity about it. It has been 
capricious and fitful. His sudden and unexpected 
movements, which have often disconcerted his 
friends quite as much as his enemies, have had 
their origin possibly in this want of staying power 
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quite as much as in any disposition to intriguo. 
He has sketched half-a-dozen plans for the benefit 
of Ireland, though not with the skill he showed 
in one day writing out, upon a half-sheet of note- 
paper, the scheme of the first Reform Bill which 
formed the basis of Lord Grey’s great measure. 
His literary efforts have been of the same sort. 
He has dashed off an “Essay on the English 
Constitution,” or “ Memoirs on the Affairs of 
Europe since the Peace of Utrecht,” or the “ Ad¬ 
ventures of a Gentleman who has left his Lodg¬ 
ings,” or the tragedy of Bon Cargos, with a faoility 
which was not merely that of eager youth; for it 
has its counterpart in the volume, promised for 
this season, “ On the Rise and Progress of the 
Christian Religion in the West of Europe,” and 
in the new scheme which he has foreshadowed for 
preserving the integrity of tho Empire by the dis¬ 
integration of Ireland into four provinces. Lord 
Russell was pledged to “ write next winter,” not, 
like Pope, “more Essays on Man,” but new 
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essays on Christianity, or more letters to "my 
dear I’ortescue,” or to my probably not less dear 
Hartington. Lord Bussell’s literary efforts are 
valuable chiefly as illustrating his qualities as a 
statesman. They show that he has acquired the 
various knowledge, and has the intellectual tastes 
and aptitudes, which become his position; and 
they are here and there enriched by sagacious 
reflections and happy aphorisms. But it might, 
perhaps, have been as well for bis reputation if 
the studies ont of wbioh they have sprung had in¬ 
formed his political career, instead of entering a 
separate appearance. Depth of research, maturity 
of thought, and continuity of mental effort, are 
scarcely to be looked for in works which are mere 
episodes and incidents of a busy career. Can any 
one suppose that Lord Bussell has anything to 
say which will make his “ Essays on the Bise and 
Progress of Christianity in the West ” of much 
use to the English reader who possesses Doan 
Milm an’a "History of Latin Christianity”? 
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Germs of thought which in their development 
might come to something, first skotches and out¬ 
lines of ideas which if filled up might he found to 
have value, are sure to he scattered in their 
crude beginning over the promised work. The 
subject is one for statesmen to study, but scarcely 
for a statesman to write upon, unless he be also a 
scholar and a theologian. But Lord Russell’s 
moral fearlessness is well known; and it iB as con¬ 
spicuously displayed in undertaking the History of 
'Western Christianity, from the reign of Tiberius 
to the Council of Trent, as it would Lave beau if 
he had volunteered for the naval and surgical 
services which Sydney Smith’s joke declared him 
capable of undertaking. 

In bis literary efforts, which have been inces* 
sant from boyhood to advanced old age, Lord 
Russell has shown a taste or an ambition rather 
than a capacity; or, at any rate, the taste and the 
ambition have missed the leisure which could de¬ 
velop them into capacity. In statesmanship it has 
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been otherwise. To write the history of his 
achievements would be to write a large portion of 
the history of the past half-century. No doubt 
much has been owing to opportunity; but Lord 
Russell did not simply use the opportunities which 
came to him, itself not always an easy task; he 
made them. The beneficial legislation of the past 
forty years has sprung from the Reform Act of 
1832; and to that measure Lord Russell in his 
own solitary person stood related muoh as Mr. 
Cobdea, Mr. Yilliors, and Sir Robert Peel were 
collectively related to the Ropeal of the Com 
Laws, or as Mr. Bright, Mr. Gladstone, and Mr. 
Disraeli to the Reform Bill of 1867. He was the 
agitator as well as the legislator; the pioneer not 
less than the cultivator. As the present Prime 
Minister has said, not less truly thau generously, 
if orders were given for civil as for military 
services, Lord Russell’s breast would be studded 
with stars, and crosses, and ribands. Great quali¬ 
ties and small ones, generosity and an occasional 
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paltriness, patriotism and self-seeking, seem 
strangely Mended in Lord Russell’s nature. But 
the nobler features are the essence of his character, 
and will survive in the public recollection. The 
infirmities with which they were associated have 
not been able in any vital degree to mar the worth 
of historic services, and will not more than tempo¬ 
rarily obscure the grateful recognition of them. 




IX. 

LORD GRANVILLE. 

QF all the members of Mr. Gladstone’s Govern¬ 
ment, Lord Granville is probably the one 
who during the past few years has risen, most 
rapidly and steadily in public opinion. Not 
very long ago it was customary to regard him 
as a statosman who illustrated little more than 
the charm of good manners in politics. He was 
thought to be a Minister of deportment, whose 
chief business it was to yield gracefully to irre¬ 
sistible majorities in the Lords, or to smooth 
a way for such small reforms as were offered to 
that assembly by the semi-Liberal Administra¬ 
tions which preceded Mr. Gladstone’s. He.was 
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spoken of as a courtier politician, a statesman 
of the salon, versed at best in the small diplomacy 
of politics. This prejudice is of old standing 
and was, perhaps, confirmed by the fact that 
it was from the Royal Household that Lord 
Granville entered upon the career in which he 
has since achieved all but the highest place, 
with probably the succession to the highest 
place, in the Liberal party. For the first two 
years of Lord John Russell’s first Administration 
he held the office of Master of the Buckhounds. 
He had been Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
for a fow months before the break-up of the 
Melbourne Government, having previously served 
an apprenticeship to diplomacy as attache in 
Paris during his father’s embassy there; and had 
sat for ten years in the House of Commons 
before his succession to the peerage in 1846. 
But his political career really began with his 
transfer, by Lord John Russell, in 1848, from 
the charge of her Majesty’s Buckhounds to the 
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Vice-Presidency of the Board of Trade. Great 
was the clamour which this appointment raised 
below the gangway. “ Is thy servant a dog ? ” 
said Manchester, indignant at being handed over 
to the Master of the Buokhounds. Mr. Bright, 
we believe, made himself the mouthpiece of 
its anger in the House of Commons, and spoke 
his mind with that frank disregard of persons 
whioh has always characterized him. The ap¬ 
pointment was denounced aB a piece of nepotism 
on Lord John Russell's part. Very much to his 
credit, Mr. Bright not long afterwards admitted 
that Lord Granville’s conduct at the Board of 
Trade had justified Lord John Russell’s selec¬ 
tion, and had not'justified his own assault. Lord 
John Russell, with pardonable perversity, was 
more deeply aggrieved by the retractation than by 
the original charge. The word nepotism, naturally 
odious to a Russell, rankled in his mind; and 
ho ridiculed the idea that family affection for 
a descendant of his grandmother could influence 
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his political appointments. Lord Russell’s grand¬ 
mother does, indeod, carry the mind hack to a 
period of history apparently too remote to affect 
Ministerial combinations. For a time, however, 
the unfilial allusion of her grandson, and his 
ostentatious indifference to her posterity outside 
the House of Bedford, gave the old lady an his¬ 
torical resurrection ; and Lord Russell’s grand¬ 
mother, as the Mother Eve of an entire Whig 
Cabinet, became a subject of genealogical interest. 
It was on this or on some similar occasion that 
Mr. Bernal Osborne accounted, on physiological 
principles, for the ricketiness of their legislative 
offspring, on the ground that all the membors 
of the G-ovornment were nearly related to each 
other. 

The expulsion of Lord Palmerston from the 
Foreign Office at the close of 1851 elevated Lord 
Granville for a fow months to the post which 
he now fills. Henceforward, and until the 
formation of Mr. Gladstone’s Administration, 
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the vicissitudes of Ms official career may in great 
part he traced to the uneasy relations of the two 
veteran statesmen who, having each driven the 
other from office, found it difficult to adjust their 
relations satisfactorily in the same Cabinet. The 
claims of elder politicians, and the necessity of 
assigning some of the most important offices of 
State to members of the House of Commons, 
had confined Lord Granville to titular and orna¬ 
mental posts in the successive Administrations 
of Lord Aberdeen, Lord Palmerston, and Lord 
Bussell. With the exception of the few months, 
during which he held the office of Foreign 
Secretary in the declining days of Lord John 
Bussell’s Government, the changes of his official 
career had consisted in his going from the 
Presidency of the Council to the Duchy of 
Lancaster, and from the Duchy of Lancaster to 
the Presidency of the Council, as Lord John 
Bussell's political exigencies seemed to require. 
With a full recollection of the many high quali- 
L 
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tios and the great services of that veteran states¬ 
man, one must admit that, out of office, he 
somewhat resembles a hermit crab without a 
shell, and has seldom been scrupulous in dis¬ 
possessing younger colleagues who have found 
a retreat that he covets. The manner in which 
Lord Granville accommodated himself to the 
capricos of his old chief showed not only good- 
nature and self-denial, but a confidence which, 
in its readiness to wait, was itself a sign of 
power. Once, indeed, greatness seomed likely 
to be prematurely thrust upon him. In 1859, 
Lord Granville had a narrow escape of himself 
becoming Premier. On the retirement of Lord 
Derby, the Queen had to choose betwoen Lord 
Palmerston and Lord John Bussell; and she 
scorns to have thought that Lord Granville lay 
between thorn. It was supposed that as the 
Duke of Portland was the moon between Mr. 
Fox and Lord liorth, so the claims of Lord 
John Russell and Lord Pohnorston might find 
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tlieir adjustment in Lord Granville. The over¬ 
ture happily failed, through the refusal of Lord 
John Russell to acquiesce in this arrangement. 
Lord Granville is to he congratulated on the 
break-down of the attoinptod compromise. To 
preside over the jealousies and disputes of two 
rivals, animated by all the bitterness of an old 
quarrel and the sharper acerbity of a new recon¬ 
ciliation, would not have been a very com¬ 
fortable task while it lasted ; and to bo a merely 
titulur Premier, chosen to the first place because 
he was then only of the second rank in politics, 
is not a position which any one respecting him¬ 
self would care to occupy in administration or in 
history. 

Since the accession of Mr. Gladstone and his 
colleagues to office, Lord Granville has exhibited 
qualities of statesmanship and party management 
which a good many people did not suspect, and 
which even woll-placed observers and shrewd 
judges of character could do little more than 
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suspect. The Leadership of the House of Lords, 
previous to Mr. Gladstone’s Administration, did 
not really require any considerable faculty. Ho 
measures were sent from the Lower to the Upper 
Chamber which seriously exercised the patience 
of tho Peers. The time was one of truce in 
domestic politics; organic changes and great 
administrative reforms were not thought of; and 
collision, or even marked difference of opinion 
between the two Houses, was of rare occurrence. 
Since Mr. Gladstone took office, however, all that 
has been changed. First as Colonial, and after¬ 
wards as Foreign Secretary, Lord Granville has 
had opportunities of displaying that talent for 
business of which he gave promise at the Board 
of Trade, and which he showed conspicuously as 
Chairman of the Royal Commission for the Exhi¬ 
bition of 1862. He has the faculty, which some 
great statesmen have lacked, of prompt and 
decisive action, and of recognising the point at 
whioh further inquiry, however speculatively 
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interesting or desirable for tlie sake of theoretic 
completeness, has really no boaring upon practice, 
except to delay what should be done at once. The 
tenure of the two great offices of State which he 
has occupied in Mr. Gladstone's Cabinet has 
marked an era both in our colonial and in our 
foreign policy; and the importance of his admi¬ 
nistration may be measured by the outcry which 
has been raised against it. The past few years 
have been a period of transition. They have 
brought with them the delicate and difficult task 
of committing in larger and larger proportion to 
our colonies the essential work of self-maintenance 
and self-defence, as the conditions of self-goreaz- 
mont, without loosening the moral and political 
ties which unite them to the Mother Country in 
one common allegiance. So far from Lord Gran¬ 
ville having pursued a policy of separation he 
has, on the contrary, laid the foundations of that 
readjustment which is the condition of the in¬ 
tegrity of the Empire. A bond is not always the 
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weaker for being loose, and allowing freedom of 
motion. When it is tightened, it is the moro 
likely to strain and snap. With regard to his 
foreign policy, it would be strango, if anything 
could be strange in political partisanship, to find 
it attacked by those who wore foremost in de¬ 
nouncing what they used to cull the swagger and 
braggadocio of Lord Palmerston, and tho modelling 
and muddling of Lord Russell. Lord Granville 
unmeddles and unmuddlos. Under him we arc 
no longer startled by what Mr. Oarlylo, describing 
Lord Palmerston’s foreign policy, called the sudden 
appearance of Great Britain in the charaotor of 
Hercules-Harlequin, waving hor huge sword of 
sharpnoss over field-mice, to see how they will 
like it. Lord Granville declines to act the part 
of “ Hercules - Harlequin, the Attorney-Tri¬ 
umphant, the World’s Busybody,” and we bear 
outcries about the decline of British influence and 
the humiliation of the British name. The fact is 
that to conduct a retreat from positions which 
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ought never to have been taken up is not in itself 
a very splendid and imposing business; but it is 
a very necessary one; and, on the whole, it has 
been well performed. The courage to withdraw 
from a false position must, however, he proved to 
he courage by the spirit and firmness with which, 
when occasion arises, the interests and honour of 
England aro vindicated against whatever anta¬ 
gonist, and in spite of seduction or threat. To 
Lord Granville it has fallen to effect the tran¬ 
sition from a policy of vicious meddling in 
foreign and colonial affairs to one of judicious 
abstention, the effect of which, so far from 
isolating England, is to leavo her ready with un¬ 
degraded authority, with unwasted resources, and 
with free judgment and conscience, to interpose 
with decision, when duty to herself and to the 
world may require her to do so. Instead of 
snapping and barking round every European 
fight, her voice should be like that of Sir Walter 
Scott's old hound Maida, of whom he said, “He 
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seldom opens Ins mouth, but when he does, he 
shakes the hills.” 

It is related of Mr. Pitt that, being asked what 
was the quality most essential in a Prime Minister, 
he replied that it was not eloquence, nor know¬ 
ledge, nor toil, but patience—by which, as the 
context makes clear, he meant self-possession and 
self-control, or what we call good-temper. Por 
the laok of this gift, the eloquence, knowledge, 
and toil of some eminent statesmen have been less 
useful than they should have been. In Pitt’s case 
the patience which he eulogised and exhibited 
was an aoquired faculty. Early in his career, 
Sheridan, stung by a sneer at his theatrical con¬ 
nections, had compared Pitt to Ben Jonson’s 
“Angry Boy.” The angry boy did not grow 
up into a passionate man. What with Pitt was 
a work of art appears with Lord Granville to he 
a gift of nature. The faculty of patience, in the 
sense in which the great statesman intended it, 
is something more than good-nature. It is an 
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intellectual as "well as a moral quality. It mates 
the difference between a clear and a clouded 
state of the mental atmosphere; between a can¬ 
didly reoeptive and judicial temper, and one of 
impulse and caprice; between a mind disposed to 
listen and one prone to dictate. Equanimity and 
equity ate closely associatod qualities. Lord 
Granville’s success as Leader of the House of 
Lords and as a diplomatist is in great part attribu¬ 
table to tbis faculty of patience. A quick-tem¬ 
pered or an angry negotiator would almost 
certainly, during the past few years, have em¬ 
broiled us with America and Russia, and probably 
with France and Germany too. An irritable or 
an impulsive leader would soon have the House of 
Lords in open revolt, The work of passing great 
measures of change through an assembly a maj oxity 
of which distrusts and hates them, and of which 
the minority that gives them a sort of support 
only half likes them, is hy no means easy. A 
knowledge of men and a tolerance of their pre- 
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judices, a certain art in humouring them, a faculty 
of coaxing, such as a kindly physician employs 
towards a fractious patient—in other words, “ a 
learned spirit of human dealings,” is essential in 
f ilia l an assembly. Mere suavity or benignity, 
however, would not suffice. There must be firm¬ 
ness beneath it, and the power of substituting 
firmness in manner for it. In this Lord Granville 
is by no means deficient. Ho is capable of a 
certain sub-aoidity which declares itself beneath 
his most honeyed words. His diplomatic corre¬ 
spondence hears witness to his power of saying, 
on occasion, sharp and pointed things. He can 
disarm an opponent with an air of winning polite¬ 
ness, and transfix him with an appearance of 
almost affectionate solioitude. no can insinuate 
a taunt with courteous deference, and suggost to 
an. antagonist in terms the most seductive that he 
is making a fool of himself. Lord Granville has 
been described as distilling a softening and soothing 
unction over political affairs; but even suoh anta- 
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gonists as Lord Salisbury and Lord Cairns have 
sometimes had oocasion to say of this unction, in 
the language of the Common Prayer version of 
the Book of Psalms, “ Let not his precious halms 
break my head.” As a Parliamentary leader Lord 
Granville is to Mr. Gladstone as Milton’s Allegro 
to Penseroso. The former is “buxom, blithe, 
and debonair;” the other, “devout and pure, 
sober, steadfast, and demure,” and sometime 
“ held in holy passion,” though it cannot be said 
that he ever “forgets himself to marble.” In 
special qualities and gifts, in eloquence, in scholar¬ 
ship, in philosophic thought, some of LordGran- 
villc’s colleagues excel him; hut ia proportion of 
mind, in statesmanlike temper, and in the union 
of skill in the instrumental arts of Parliamentary 
leadership with a sufficient mastery of the sub¬ 
stance and essence of political work, he has, what¬ 
ever that may amount to, no superior in Mr. 
Gladstone’s Ministry. 


X. 


LORD SELBORNE. 

m 

gIR ROTTNDELL PALMER’S elevation to the 
Lord Chancellorship and to the peerage was 
received with a murmur of applause, as from a 
sympathetic universe. If a good man struggling 
with adversity is a speotacle which the gods 
honour, a good man successfully climbing the 
ladder of prosperity is a sight which gives plea¬ 
sure to men. Lord Selborne as Lord Chancellor 
was hailed as Astrsoa Redux and Virtue Tri¬ 
umphant. The Great Seal was for once regarded 
as a sort of superl) Monthyon prize of virtue, 
which Lord Selborne had won. The tributes 
which were heaped upon him on all hands show 
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the tendency of observers to form their judgment 
of a man’s character from some single and deci¬ 
sive act in his career. When Lord Selbome 
declined to join an Administration pledged to the 
disestablishment of the Irish Church—or, rather, 
when he took the earlier step of separating him¬ 
self from his chief and his party, then in opposi¬ 
tion, upon this question, and so made any formal 
offer of office impossible—he missed a great 
chance, the recurrence of which, though not 
improbable, was by no means certain. Sis age, 
as oompared with that of Lord Hatherley, 
and his unrivalled position among equity law¬ 
yers in the House of Commons and in society, 
would have justified him in thinking that 
the advancement for which he deliberately dis¬ 
qualified himself in 1867 might present itself at 
a later time in oiroumstances which would make 
it possible for him to accept it. But this was a 
mere perchance. No one oould anticipate the 
physical infirmity which has compelled Lord 
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Hatherley’s retirement; and a Conservative reac¬ 
tion, which, should givo Lord Cairns a long 
tenure of the Woolsack, though extravagantly 
improbable, was not absolutely impossible. Lord 
Selbome let a prize go which he might never 
have an opportunity of grasping again. He 
committed what was a moral cortainty to the 
chapter of acoidents. The current might once 
more float it to his feet, or it might oarry it hope¬ 
lessly away. A lawyer following the practice of 
his profession, a politician adhering to the for¬ 
tunes of his party, seldom has the opportunity of 
showing the disinterestedness which Lord Sel- 
borne displayed. With similar convictions, and 
in a parallel case, there are probably many men 
in both parties who would havo taken a like 
course. Lord Salisbury and the secoders from 
Lord Derby’s Cabinet are instances in point. 
The wonder is, not that persons are found who 
will sacrifice their political interests to their poli¬ 
tical convictions, hut that in these days of flux 




LOUD SEABORNE. 


150 


and change, and of legislation in obedionce to 
external necessity rather than to mature interior 
faith, men are here and there discovered 'who 
have convictions stable enough to allow them to 
do otherwise than drift along the stream of events. 
Lord Selborne is fortunate in having been ablo 
to give a signal proof of disinterestedness which 
redeems the vulgarity and meanness of political 
life. 

To this recognition of a high principle in 
public men, the welcome given to Lord Selborne 
may be largely attributed; for the order of his 
character and mind is such as to commend him 
rather to the esteem than to the very cordial 
liking of his countrymen. He is a good man, 
but his goodness is not of the type which they 
most relish. It is somewhat sanctimonious and 
priggish. Naturalists, we believe, are agreed 
that, whatever the true doctrine may be of the 
origin of species, there is no historic trace of the 
introduction of a new species in the vegetable or 
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animal world. Lord Selborne, however, is a type, 
though by no means a solitary example, of a new 
species-in the political life of England. Formerly 
ecclesiastics were not rare who possessed and dis¬ 
played tho characteristic virtues, and often the 
characteristic vices, of men of the world. There 
were Bishops who led armies, and Cardinals who 
ruled States, priests who went on embassies and 
intrigued at Courts, and who were Churchmen in 
little more than costume. Albornos and Wolsey, 
Richelieu and Alberoni, are names which at once 
present themselves. Within the last generation 
a phenomenon just the reverse of this has dis¬ 
closed itself in English politics. A class of states¬ 
men and lawyers has grown up who exhibit the 
peculiar virtues and foibles of ecclesiastics—men 
who seem to bo laymen only in profession and in 
costume, but who are Churchmen at heart, The 
succession of Lord Selbome to Lord Hatherley 
upon the Woolsack carries one baok to the time 
when ecclesiastics were our Lord Chancellors. 
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Although Lord Wcatbury has declared that he 
owes his success in life to a habit of Bible-reading 
and to the formation of his character upon the 
precepts of the Hew Testament, he does not 
strictly belong to this order of lawyers and poli¬ 
ticians. There is a certain want of robustness 
and frankness about tbcso Churchmen out of Holy 
Orders. They are demure and self-conscious. The 
drooping glance which seems to shun the lust of 
the eye, and the bowed head which denotes an 
oppressive sense of humility, suit the cloister and 
the hood rather than St. Stephen’s and the bar¬ 
rister’s wig and gown. Their very gait expresses 
a sort of moral gliding through the world, so as 
to evade the evil of it; their hands are pensile 
and motionless, close to their sides as if to keep 
their very skirts untouched and unspotted by the 
evil men and things about them. Their speech is 
a sort of mournful plaint, a melancholy sing-song, 
convoying, as it were, a hinted remonstrance 
against the hardness ,of heart of those to whom 
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they appeal, an obtrusive patience of an umvill- 
ingness to be convinced, and a sort of lifting np 
of a disregarded testimony. This priest-like 
bearing has its moral equivalent. On ethical 
questions which decide themselves instanta¬ 
neously to a plain judgment, politicians of the 
type wo describe are given to a refined and 
ingenious casuistry, which sometimes enables u 
conscientious statesman to do from the very 
loftiest motives things which a public man, less 
givon to strict self-examination, and therefore 
less liable, it may be, to that elaborate self- 
deception which often waits on self-scrutiny, 
would not venture even to debate within himseE 
It would he improper and unfair to say that this 
type of character, although its defects are often 
but the shadows of great virtues, is perfectly 
realised in any living statesman. Thero is, how¬ 
ever, a certain degree of approximation to it in 
some of our publio men; and, perhaps, its foibles 
arc those against which Lord Solbornc has some 
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need to guard. It is a strange paradox that the 
man who could risk the sacrifice of a career to 
his convictions on the Irish Church Disestablish¬ 
ment question, should havo been the equally dis¬ 
interested apologist of the translation of Sir 
Eobort Collier. 

If we consider the ecclesiastical statesman of 
the type we have sketched, in his sources, he 
may be analyzed into a combination (to use the 
vulgar terms of description) of the Puscyite and 
the Peelite. He is a compound of the political 
flexibility of the one, and the moral casuistry of 
the other; and is usually able with little trouble 
to'affiliate party exigencies to lofty motives which 
transfigure them. His Ohurclxmanship, how¬ 
ever, is the essence of the man; his profession of 
statesmanship or of law is little more than a 
seoular avocation that does not engage his heart. 
Such Chan6ellors as Lord Hatherley, the author 
of “ The Continuity of the Scriptures,” and Lord 
Selbome, the compiler of the “ Look of Praise,” 
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arc attached to the Church of England, as a spit 
of home of their religious life and affections. 
Between them and such Chancellors as Lord 
Thurlow—who cared for nothing hut the Esta¬ 
blishment, and who is said to have told a deputa¬ 
tion of Unitarians, whose application for civil 
relief he repulsed, that “ if they could get their 
d—d thing established he would support it;” or 
Lord Eldon, who compared himself to a buttress 
which propped up tho Church without ever being 
inside—the difference is immense. 

As a statesman, Lord Selbome has yet his 
mark to moke. Now, for the first time, he has 
a seat in the Cabinet, with an office which gives 
him immense authority and weight; and it re¬ 
mains to be seen what he will do with his 
position and opportunities. He has in ample 
measure ingenuity, refinement, and conscien¬ 
tiousness; but these are qualities dhich often 
magnify the perception of difficulties without 
giving the force to overcome thorn. It is still 




LORD SELBORXE. 


165 


an open question whether Lord Selbome has the 
impulse of a reforming statesman, the vigour and 
the robustness to push through or to crush down 
obstacles, and the constructive faculty which is 
urgently needed in that department of affairs 
which is specially committed to him. As a law 
officer of the Grown in the House of Commons, 
without a seat in the Cabinet, Lord Selborne 
could of course do little more than speak for the 
several Governments with which he was con¬ 
nected from the briefs which they gave to him. 
He was of necessity a political advocate rather 
than a politician proper: not otherwise do Attor¬ 
neys and Solicitors-General hold their offices. 
The condition under which law and politics are 
combined in England commonly sacrifices politics 
to law, though it ends sometimes in sacrificing 
law to politics. The House of Commons is gene¬ 
rally the' shortest road to Westminster Hall. 
Rising lawyers enter Parliament as the means 
of advancing themselves in their profession, and 
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of course they are not likely to devote themselves 
very strenuously or very conscientiously, as for 
its own 6oke, to that which is with them hut an 
instrument. To this fact may he attributed the 
habitual flexibility of lawyers as politicians, and 
the slight impression they usually make on public 
affairs in England. In the United States, on tho * 
other hand, the bar is usually the path along 
which ambition makos its way into the broader 
career of public life. The consequence is that 
while the class of great lawyer-statesmen seems 
to he almost extinct here, it has contributed, and 
still contributes, the best names to American 
politics. "Whether Lord Selbome is to add to 
the list of disappointed public expectations, or 
to prove that a Lord Chancellor may be a bold 
reformer, and that a good lawyer may be a great 
statesman, remains to be seen, He has shown 
more political foresight than many of his present 
colleagues. In 1866—the irony is in tho facts, 
and not in the statement of them—he foresaw 
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household suffrage, Tvliicli did not become law 
until 1867, Eleven or twelve years ago, in de¬ 
taching himself from the political party to which 
he had hitherto belonged, and in accepting office 
in a Liberal Government, he displayed a sym¬ 
pathy with the tendencies of the time, a percep¬ 
tion of the oourso in which things were moving, 
and a recognition of the data of the various pro- 
bloras which statesmanship had to solve, keen 
and strong enough to overcome the preposses¬ 
sions of education and association. He probably 
perceived that the wisest Conservatism, as well 
as the truest Liberalism, dictates opening safe 
channels to forces against which it is useless and 
dangerous to erect barriers. There is lair pro¬ 
mise of a great future in Lord Selborne’s past 
career, hut no absolute pledge. He is sure to be 
a dignified Speaker of the House of Lords, and 
an invaluable help in debate to his colleagues, 
from his great knowledge, his pure and lofty 
character, and his persuasive eloquence. 
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jj^ORD CAIRNS occupies a ratter peculiar 
position in the House of Lords and in the 
Conservative party. He is one of two retired 
loaders — Lord Malmesbury boing the other. 
Both of these gentlemen found their health un¬ 
equal to the anxieties of the chargo committed 
to them; though there wore no public symp¬ 
toms of wavering confidence on the part of their 
followers. They now with a good grace cede at 
least a nominal priority to tho Duke of Rich¬ 
mond. A dethroned sovereign is soldom very 
heartily a loyal subject, He has usually slum¬ 
bering pretensions, which may at any moment 
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be revived; and be acquiesces rather than obeys. 
If it were not for the good faith and zeal of his 
allies, the Duke of Richmond’s leadership would 
be about as comfortable as Henry YI,’s Mo¬ 
narchy, disputed by pretenders, and swayed hither 
and thither by turbulent barons. Hot only do 
Lord Cairns and Lord Malmesbury warn him of 
the transitoriness of all human greatness, and 
offer a servico rather of grace than of allegiance; 
but Lord Salisbury and Lord Derby still more 
vividly remind him that tho etymology dux d 
non ducendo is as plausible as that of Incus d non 
lucendo. In diet, there are at least five Rich¬ 
monds in the field of the House of Lords; and 
the actual Richmond is, with one exception, the 
least formidable of them all. As a debater, and 
in force of oharocter and intellect, he is, perhaps, 
superior to Lord Malmesbury; and that, what¬ 
ever it may amount to, is the most that can be 
said for him. 

Lord Malmesbury had one qualification for 
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leadership in ilio IIouso of Lords which liis im¬ 
mediate successor lacked. It takes only a gone- 
ration or two to acquire the true baronial feeling; 
and, being the third earl, of course he has very 
strongly the sontimont of his order. This made 
him the fit representative of the Plantagenets 
and Stanleys, to say nothing of the ennobled off¬ 
spring of Lord Chancellors and Lord Mayors, 
to whom the consciousness of old nobility has 
been transferred by a sort of moral vaccination 
which never finis to take. Like some ongrafted 
plants, it flourishes more vigorously on a foreign 
stem than on its own. But aristocratic senti¬ 
ment is not enough. It needs ideas for its 
vehicle and interpretation; and if Lord Malmes¬ 
bury has ideas, he cannot make thorn apparent. 
On Mr. Galt on’s doctrine of the transmission of 
genius there is a strong presumption of latent 
ability in Lord Malmesbury. It may he with 
him as with Hudibras, who had much wit, hut 
was very Bhy of using it. Coleridge describes 
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the “Hermes” of Lord Malmesbury's great 
grandfather as uniting tho precision of Aristotle 
with the elegance of Quintilian, It is difficult 
to recognise theso qualities in the spoken or 
written style of his descendant; and just a3 little 
can the most patient and friendly observer detect 
in him any of the philosophical aptitudes of 
the noble author of tho “ Characteristics,” from 
whom Lord Malmesbury no less boasts direct 
lineage. Is it possible that the accumulated 
learning of generations has had an effect on the 
feeble organization of a descendant akin to that 
brought about in the case of Mr. Toots? Do 
Lord Malmesbury’s shapeless notions and struc¬ 
tureless speech represent the efforts of a mind 
struggling beneath on embarrassing inheritance 
of mental wealth, derived from the philosophic 
conceptions of Shaftesbury, the philological learn¬ 
ing of Harris, and the diplomatic sagacity of the 
first Earl of Malmesbury P This is a problem 
which we must leave to the professors of psycho- 
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logical medicine, and to tie expounders of tie 
laws which, regulate, and in certain combinations 
appear to intercept, the transmission of genius. 
We havo to do with the result only. If Mr. 
Toots could have been elevated to the peerage, 
he would probably, with the help of Lord Salis¬ 
bury as a Parliamentary substitute for the sharp 
Miss Hipper, have led the House of Lords much 
as Lord Malmesbury succeeded for a time in 
doing; with the same distinctness of puiposo, 
clearness of thought, and transparency and pre¬ 
cision of language. 

Lord Malmesbury has detained ns from Lord 
Claims. It is difficult to resist tho interest, ap¬ 
proaching to fascination, of the subject; but to 
muse upon Lord Malmesbury is not to wandor 
far from Lord Cairns. Meditation upon the 
one is a help to the study of the other; and 
this not because the two men are alike, but 
because they are essentially unlike. The know¬ 
ledge of opposites, philosophers tell us, is the 
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same. To perceive what a thing is, you must 
recognise what it is «not. Exact apprehension 
is tho apprehension of contrasts. Now Lord 
Cairns is, in most respects, the precise opposite 
of Lord Malmesbury. He is a man of keen and 
sharp intellect, of quick perceptions, and of 
definite convictions. His language is clear 
and precise, and even grammatical—the last a 
peculiarity which distinguishes him from almost 
all the Parliamentary orators of his day. But 
he has one fatal defect. To use a phrase of 
the actors, he is without the sentiment of his 
part. He does not look the leader of one of 
the great aristocratic parties—of the great aristo¬ 
cratic party —of England ; and he has always 
apparently been conscious of this. In the tones 
of his voice, in manner, bearing, dress even, 
Lord Cairns always seems slightly out of place 
between Lord Salisbury and the Duke of Kich- 
mond. He is something more or somothing 
less than merely lawyer-like. His get-up is 
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ratlier that of a fashionable, well-bred, stock¬ 
broker—a chastened and mitigated stockbroker 
if you like—considerably subdued by good taste 
from the glossy splendour and the latest style 
of ’Change, a little less like a walking oxtract 
from the book of fashions; but still to the criti¬ 
cal eye, and yet more to the speculative mind 
which has imbibed the Clothes Philosophy of 
“Sartor Resartus,” distinctly recalling traces 
of character. Mr. Carlyle, speaking through 
Professor Teufelsdrookh, lays down the doctrine 
that in tailoring, as little as in legislating, is 
anything a mattor of accident—less so, we 
should say. “ If the cut botokens intellect and 
talent, so does the colour betoken temper and 
hoart; ” and his image of a naked duke address¬ 
ing a naked House of Lords shows forcibly to the 
bewildered mind how much the conception of 
character is dno to costume. We will not 
undertake to determine in detail Lord Cairns’s 
intellect and talent from the cut of his clothes, 
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or his temper and heart from the colour of them; 
hut if they do not reveal the precise, acute, self- 
confident, hut decorous and respectful man of 
business—why then there is no truth in the 
clothes philosophy, and Mr. Oarlyle is little 
better than an impostor. Lord Cairns’s manner 
in the House of Lords resembles that of the 
trusted professional adviser of a great family 
at my lord’s breakfast or dinner table, or out 
shooting with him in tho coverts. There is 
every disposition to treat him us of tho same set; 
he haB every disposition to be so treated. There 
is no offensive patronage on the one side; no 
unworthy flattery or obsequiousness on tho other; 
still there is a consciousness of difference and 
incompatibility. A line, merely imaginary it 
may he, as devoid of breadth as the lino of 
mathematics, but as long as their intercourse, 
soem 3 to separate the two men as completely as 
if it were a gulf. Tho one cannot step out of 
the magic circle which hems him in; tho other 
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cannot step within the circumference which 
keeps him out. Mr. Mortimer Gazeboe, the 
family solicitor, may marry Lady Amelia de 
Courcy; but though the streams may flow, like 
the Rhone and the Arve, in the same channel, 
they keep their distinctness after the junction, 
and it is long before they really blend. Politi¬ 
cally, Lord Cairns’s position has been some¬ 
thing like this. Even when he was nominally 
leader of the Conservative party in the House 
of Lords he always spoke as if he were rather 
its professional adviser and trusted agent than 
its chief or head. There is no roason to suppose 
that his mercantile origin and professional career 
at all interfered with his success as a loader, 
except as thoy affected his own habits of 
mind, character, and feeling. The Tory peers 
would no doubt have loyally and frankly 
accepted Lord Cairns, if Lord Cairns could 
have loyally and frankly accepted himself, 
Thev would have had no misgivings if he 
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had had none. Though a gentleman of tho 
middle okss to begin with, he is as good a 
gentleman by birth, education, and character as 
any of them. But tho brisk professional manner, 
the knowing look, the very attitude and gestures 
with whioh ho pulls himself together to make 
a smart reply, us from a clever agent to a 
grumbling tenant or a troublesome mortgagee, 
have probably daigreeablo associations for the 
majority of the peers, in addition to their 
aesthetic objeotions on grounds of taste and 
style. It is not surprising, therefore, that so 
long as Lord Salisbury and Lord Derby stand 
aloof from the leadership of the party, the Con¬ 
servative peers, in spite of the waste of time 
involved, should prefer an arrangement which 
allows the Duke of Richmond to blunder out 
their unaffected sentiments and his, and permits 
Lord Cairns later in the evening to explain to 
his friends, to his opponents, and to the Duke 
himself, what the Duke really means. Their 


N 



178 


POLITICAL PORTRAITS. 


relation to eaoh other resembles that of the ■wooden 
old sergeant and his clearer-minded and more 
articulately-speaking wife in one of Dickens’s 
novels. "Lord Cairns is oorreot in his way 
of giving my opinions—hear me out,” is the 
admonition which the Duke of Richmond seems 
sometimes to be mentally addressing to both 
sides of the House, as he listens, with some 
curiosity hut more complacency, to the minute 
and lengthened expositions of his noble and 
learned friend. 

Lord Cairns had attained the first place at the 
equity bar, or at least he divided the first' place 
with Lord Selborne, before his elevation to the 
highest judicial post in the kingdom. In the 
Lords, as formerly in the Commons, he is essential 
to liia party in debate. What he has to say is en¬ 
forced by the credit dorived from on unblemished 
personal character, and by a Parliamentary career 
as straightforward as is compatible with the wind¬ 
ings and doublings of Conservative policy, and 
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as consistent as the political self-contradictions 
of his chiefs would allow. Add the tr ainin g 
and habits of an English equity lawyer to the 
essentially Scotch character of an Irishman of 
Ulster—for thore is nothing Irish in Lord Cairns 
except the habit of substituting in Bpeech the 
diphthong oi for the vowel i —and the two main 
constituents of Lord Cairns’s political composi¬ 
tion are brought together. Cold, clear, shrewd, 
and disputatious, prone now to reduce great 
issues to small verbal quibbles, and now to see 
portentous consequences in minute verbal dis¬ 
tinctions— a tendency not without its uses, 
though as a prevailing habit the mark of a some¬ 
what petty order of mind—Lord Cairns lacks 
the largeness of view and the grasp of principle 
which are necessary to transform the political 
lawyer, or the lawyer-like politician, into the 
statesman. His eloquence partakes, of course, 
of the character of his mind. It is frozen oratory. 
It flows like water from a glacier; or, rather. 
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it does not Sow at all ; for though Lord Cairns 
never hesitates or recalls a phrase, he oan 
scarcely he called in the proper sense a fluent 
speaker. His words rather drop with mono¬ 
tonous and inexorable precision than run on in 
a continuous stream. The several stages of his 
speech are like steps cut out in ice, as sharply 
defined, as smooth and as cold. Into all the 
subjects with which he deals ho brings the 
habits of mind and methods of argumont proper 
to the Chancery barrister. Lord West,bury 
lately spoke of the common law bar as the less 
intellectual branch of the profession. But, from 
tho closer connection, it may bo, of the common 
law with the history and political life of England, 
the loss intellectual branch of the profession 
has, we are inclined to think, furnished a larger 
proportion of statesmen to England than the 
more intellectual. Neither branch, it is true, 
has contributed much of late years. It would 
he hard to name any conspicuous official lawyer 
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of either party who has not boon rather the 
bondsman of his erudition and of his professional 
training than its master, held in subjection to 
it for the defeat of great political reforms, rather 
than capable of using it as the instrument of 
statesmanlike designs. The study of law for 
the purpose of practice, and the study of law as 
a branoh of history and of philosophy subservient 
to the art of government, are seldom found to¬ 
gether. There aro few traces of any contri¬ 
butions of law to statesmanship in Lord Cairns. 
To say this is not specially to disparage him, 
for it is as true of his most conspicuous pro¬ 
fessional and political rivals as of himself. He 
and they together illustrate the proposition that 
men with whom politics have been subsidiary to 
the profession of the law, are little likely, even 
when their professional ambition has been fully 
gratified, to make their legal attainments con¬ 
tributory to the true ends of statesmanship. The 
habit of a life, and the form and colouring 
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which it Has given to tHe mind, interfere. Buies 
of practice which. they Have laboriously learned 
como to He regarded as rules of nature. Instead 
of Holding with tbe poet that, “ whate’er is best 
administered is best,” Lord Cairns and men of 
his profession are prone to the yet more question¬ 
able doctrine that what they can best administer 
is best. Eor this reason it often Happens that 
slender lawyers, like Lord Brougham, prove to 
be more thorough law reformers than learood 
practitioners and well-trained judges, such as 
Lord Cairns and Lord Hatherley. 




XII. 

MR. GATHORNE HARDY. 

1^|~ R. GATHORHE HARDY is habitually re¬ 
ceived as the sure successor of Mr. Disraeli 
in the leadership of the Conservative party in the 
House of Commons; and is sometimes hinted at 
as an actual competitor for the post, or as even 
now practically dividing it with his titular chief. 
If there be any rivalry between the two statesmen, 
it is of a friendly sort. They do not excommuni¬ 
cate each other, like Pope and Anti-Pope. Their 
attitude is rather the brotherly one expressed, in 
the stage direotion in the play of the Rehearsed, 
“Enter the two Kings of Brentford, hand in- 
hand,” to whioh the stage practice used, we 
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believe, to add, " smelling at one nosegay.'’ But, 
in truth, whatever his hopes for the future, Mr. 
Gathome Ilardy has no pretensions to be a 
second King of Brentford. Mr. Disraeli keeps 
the royal nosegay in his own hand, ovon though 
he may allow his destined successor, now and 
then, as an act of favour, and as a foretaste of the 
coming glory, to sm|Jl at it. Ho may pei’mit 
Mr. Gathorne Hardy to exercise, in his absence, 
viceregal functions. Occasionally, like an old 
coachman training a'promising novice, be may 
give him the reins, and let him take the box scat, 
while he himself sits by, to keep a watchful eye 
on the driving, and to see that nothing goes 
wrong. However, all iheso illustrations fail per¬ 
fectly to express the relations between the Con¬ 
servative leader and his first lieutenant in the 
House of Commons, "Without boing really a 
rival, and departing from formal subordination, 
there can he little doubt that Mr. Hardy does 
indirectly exercise a certain degree of authority. 
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Ho may be compared to a Coadjutor Bishop ap¬ 
pointed to check and oyerrulej under the guise of 
assisting, a superior of suspected soundness in the 
faith. 

There is one immense point in Mr. Gatkorne 
Hardy’s favour, that he has the conSdonco of the 
great bulk of the Conservative party, and that 
Mr. Disraeli has not. If they do not positively 
distrust their brilliant chief, they do not under¬ 
stand him. He is a potent magician, who has 
conjured with Conservative principles, which are 
at the suano time “truly Liberal” principles, 
until his bewildered followers scarcely know 
whether Toryism does not include, implicitly, the 
Five Points of the Charter. Mr. Disraeli may 
practise only white magic, but there is something 
uncanny about all conjuring. Now, Mr. Gathome 
Hardy is no conjuror. There is nothing in him be¬ 
yond the comprehension of the most ordinary Tory 
squire, or the most vulgar Manchester Beactionist. 
He does not soar to the heights nor go down to 
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the depths. He jogs along the highways, not, 
eyen in a political sonso, riding across country. 
Ho is a Tory after the Tory party's own heart. 
Glazing on itself, lilco Eve at tho fountain, or 
Narcissus in the stream, tho imago which tho 
Tory party sees roflectod buck upon it is that of 
Mr. Gathorno Hardy. When it puts the proper 
charm under its pillow, it droams of him, as a 
country girl droams of hor dostinod husband. 
The Conservatism of Mr. Disraeli, of Lord Salis¬ 
bury, and of Lord Derby, widely though they 
differ, is tho deliberate choioe of a party connec¬ 
tion upon intellectual grounds higher and widor 
than those of party, and involving a survey of tho 
whole field of politics, ancl an estimate of social 
forces and tondoncios. Thoir Conservatism, how¬ 
ever sincore and thorough, has its basis in a 
politiool rationalism, os tho Catholicism of Father 
Newman has its roots in a theological rationalism. 
There is a philosophy bohind it. Ordinary Toryism 
distrusts tho sceptical premisses oven more than 
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it welcomes the orthodox conclusion. It is not 
sure that tho conclusion will always follow from 
the premisses, even in the minds which have for 
the present drawn it thence. Mr. Gtathorne 
Hardy is free from all suspicion. His Toryism is 
the Toryism of the back benches advanced to the 
front bench, and elevated to office. In Ms speech 
at Bradford, in tho recess, he expressed an 
opinion that the intellectual calibre of the House 
of Lords was superior to that of the House of 
Commons, The intellectual calibre of the Con¬ 
servatism represented by Lord Salisbury, Lord 
Derby, and Lord Cairns, is certainly superior to 
the intellectual calibre of the Conservatism re¬ 
presented by Mr. Gathome Hardy, Sir John 
Ifakington, and Lord John Manners. Mr. Disraeli 
redresses the balance, and sways it to the other 
side. 

Mr. Gtathome Hardy is a Tory of the old school, 
with a logical apparatus supexadded. His temper, 
sentiments, and prejudices are essentially those of 
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the average Conservative. The idons, however, 
which in the caso of the hitter arc littlo moro 
than dim and half-formed tendencies to thought, 
are with Mr. Hardy precise and clear. In him, 
commonplace Conservatism becomes articulate and 
self-conscious; and this is tho source of his recog¬ 
nition as, in a certain sonso, the organ and repre¬ 
sentative, though not yet the louder, of his party. 
Ho is, perhaps, not sufficiently in advanco of thorn 
to he that. This, however, is tho difference bo- 
twoen him and them; that tho notions, embedded 
in tho heavy clay of tho rural mind, and unable 
to extricate themselves thonco, have with Mr. 
Ilardy bocomo oxplicit, ablo to movo freely among 
one anothor, and to arrange thomsolvos into ap¬ 
prehensible propositions, into logical syllogisms, 
and even into a connected chain of argument, or 
what seems to bo such. Hero lios, in groat part, 
the source of tho delight with which tho Conser¬ 
vative party listen to him. When ho thinks and 
reasons in his speeches, they, listening, have a 
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faint reflected. consciousness of some unwonted 
mental process which they believe to be thinking 
and reasoning. Thoy are sensible of mental ex¬ 
altation and exhilaration, and their satisfaction 
with him merges into a satisfaction with them- 
solvos. In the quality and number of his ideas, 
Mr. Hardy doos not diffor from the most common¬ 
place Tory in the House of Commons; the only 
difference is that his ideas are distinct, and capable 
of being variously arranged into propositions and 
arguments suitable to particular occasions. But 
the number of mental combinations and permuta¬ 
tions -which can ho effected with a rigidly limited 
supply of thoughts is scanty; hence a pertain 
monotony in Mr. Hardy’s eloquonce, whioh does 
not redeem, by any variety of topics, tbe low 
level on which it proceeds. 

Mr. Hardy’s speaking is, however, for his 
audience, or for that part of it which agrees 
with him, exceedingly effective. Its basis and 
materials are common both to him and them, and 
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iliis adds enormously to their appreciation of the 
instrumental skill with which ho wields forces 
that they can turn to no uccount. Ho is not 
devoid of oratorical passion of a oorfcain sort. It 
is not tho passion of the statesmanship which 
absorbs a nation into itself, and speaks and feols 
for a whole peoplo, nor that of a prophot-like 
warning; still loss, of courso, that of revolu¬ 
tionary onthiuduam—it is not tho passion of 
Chatham, or of Burke, or of Vorgninud—but it 
is more suitable to his topics mid to his hoarors. 
It is tho passion of tho man in possession who 
is afraid of being turned out. It is^ auger, 
blended with virtuous astonishment, and promptod 
by a scarcely dissembled terror. This sooma to 
bo tho characteristic fooling of that section of 
Oonsorvatism which Mr. Hardy represents, and 
which soon in projects of roform only voiled 
designs of destruction; the more deadly in offoct 
for being sometimes specious in appoaranco. The 
throno and tho House of Lords—nay, oven pro- 
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perty and order, law and religion—arc, in their 
viow, in danger; and the transfer of power to 
that lower sooial stratum which. M. Gtambotta has 
invoked in France, is approhendod in England. 
Mr. Hardy is tho chosen champion of the classes 
who have got, and who wish to keep, and who 
siuooroly beliovo, that on their doing so the 
woll-boing and even tho existence of society de¬ 
pond. The "Destructives,” against whom they 
rango thomsolvos, are like thoso mysterious 
brigands of tho first Fronch Revolution, whom 
Mr. Oarlyle dosoribes, who were a vague terror 
rathor than an actual body of men, and who at 
any rate owed all their importance to the alarms 
which magnified their numbers* and invested 
them with ubiquity. This pass ion of fear gives 
earnestness to Mr. Hardy's eloquence, though it 
does not elevate it. Rango of reading, depth of 
reflection, nobility of sentiment, play of fancy, 
are entirely lacking to it. It is made up of fluent, 
enorgetio commonplaces, packed into well-poisod 
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sentences, and combined into a duly proportioned 
structure of speoeh. What Mr. Hardy has to 
soy is as •well said as anything so poor could be. 
ITo has rigour of urm and precision of aim, but 
his weapons aro blunt. Nevertheless, ho nmkos 
a gallant show of fight, and always comes olf 
from the contost as if victorious. A liquid voico, 
which is never strained to harshness, mukos his 
oratory ploasant to tho our; and lus most strenu¬ 
ous invective never passes the limits of a perfoet 
solf-posscssion. Though he lias a rattling deli¬ 
very, Mr. Hardy has followed Hamlet’s udvioo to 
the players, or acts upon it hy a certain instinct 
of orutorio propriety. Tic speaks what ho has to 
say “ trippingly on tho tongue; ” and in tho vory 
tempest of his passion lias acquired a temperance 
which gives it smoothness. Tho smoothness is 
somewhat hard, like that of polished metal; but 
thoro is fire beneath tho surface, which warms 
his audicnoo. Indeed, for reasons at which we 
have hintod, Mr. Hardy’a spooohos go homo more 
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directly to the old Tory heart than those of any 
of his colleagues. Under the influence of them, 
excited benchoa of enraptured country gentle¬ 
men, "in burning row,” like Milton’s "bright 
Seraphim,” their “loud, uplifted” voices throw 
in ringing applause to the rafters of the House 
of Commons, with more zeal than at any other 
oratorical summons. • 

"Whatever rank he assigned Mr. Hardy as a 
statesman and as a possiblo party leader, his short 
tenure of the Home Office in the last Conservative 
Government has given him a high reputation 
as a man of business and as an administrator. 
Something, no doubt, of the credit which is 
awarded him may be duo to the faet that he had 
the double good fortune to succeed Mr. "Walpole 
and to precede Mr. Bruce. It is quite possible 
that if stock could fairly he taken of these suc¬ 
cessive Home Secretaries, if an exaot inventory 
could be made of their acquirements, and if their 
natural gifts could be accurately appraised by any 
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approved mental valuer, Mr. Gathomo Hardy 
would be found to bo intelloctually the most 
poorly furnishod of the throe. Ho is a proof 
that a- certain directness and foroe of character 
and poremptorinoss of temper are more valuable 
in publio life than fineness of intellectual discern¬ 
ment and maturity of judgmont. This is espe¬ 
cially the caso in tho Ilomo Department, winch 
is overy day becoming loss and less of a political 
and more and more of a magisterial office. Quick¬ 
ness of perception, promptitude in decision, and 
confidence in action, oro iho essential requisites 
for*tbis post; and tbeso qualities Mr. Hardy has 
in an eminent degree; and somo Home Secre¬ 
taries—-his superiors, wo daro say, in many 
respects—havo conspicuously lucked thorn. To 
gather into tho premisses of a conclusion materials 
which are superfluous for tho conclusion itself, 
and to push inquiry and discrimination beyond 
the points at which they aro necessary to deter¬ 
mine aotion, is the surest way of falling into a 
hopeless state of bewildered "consideration,” and 
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is likely to end in a wrong' decision at last. Mr. 
Hardy comes of a good business stock; there is 
a Yorksbireman’s hard-hoadednoss about bun; 
and to this quality has boen added that habit of 
authority for which the life of a country gentle¬ 
man on his own ostato and in his own parish is, 
porliaps, the boat training-school to be found in 
Europe. For some timo a practising barrister, 
and aftorwards an active magistrate, Mr. Hardy 
has that knowledge of the forms and procossos of 
law, and the details of magisterial and county 
business, which are among the most necessary 
attainments of a Home Secretary, and which 
onablo him to speak with authority on the non- 
political questions most interesting to country 
gentlemen, as well as to be the mouthpiece of 
their narrow Toryism in party debates. This 
faculty, whioh Mr, Pisraeli is entirely without, 
strengthens Mr. Hardy’s hold upon the Tory 
squires, while manufacturing and commercial 
Conservatives are Won over by the thoroughness 
with which he throws himself into the employer’s 
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side in all controversies betweon the capitalist 
and the labouring classes. All tlicso aro usoful 
secondary qualifications for party and Parliamon- 
lary leadership. But Mr. Hardy locks the first 
qualification : a real perception, in their true 
causos and character, of the issues that are in¬ 
volved, and a comprehensive survey of tho fiold of 
action. Tho originating and adaptivo mind, which 
can ombody tho principlos of his party in a policy 
suitable to tiro shifting exigencies of the time, is 
wanting in him. He is essontially a common¬ 
place politician. Tho oounlry gonllomen and 
country clergymen who, for political purposes, 
usurp the nomo of tho University of Oxford, 
never better marked their jealousy of superiori¬ 
ties than when thoy rejected Mr, Gladstone for 
Mr. Gathomc Hardy; not ovon when they at on 
oarlior dato put asido Sir Bobort Pool for Sir 
Robert Inglis, nor whon thoy afterwords choso 
Mr. Mowbray in preference to Sir Roundell 
Palmer. 



xm. 

MR. W. E. FORSTER. 

M*. FORSTER, in a sense which does not 
imply moral reproach, is the most dexte¬ 
rous Trimmer of his day. The word has passed 
into disrepute. It has oome to express want of 
principle and self-seeking, and the adjustment of 
a wavering balance, now on this side, now on 
that, according to tho determinations of an ignoble 
self-interest. Such is not the sense, however, in 
which we apply it to Mr. Forster; and such was 
not the sense in which the greatest of Trimmers 
understood the term, English statesmanship has 
seldom been illustrated by higher qualities of 
sagacity and wit than were displayed by Lord 
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Halifax—we aro not speaking of ilio present 
Privy Seal, or of Popo’s “ full-blown Bufo;” and 
lie aoooptod tho nickname, which oven Llien car¬ 
ried a certain opprobrium with, it, as a titlo of 
honour. Ho found something more than con¬ 
stitutional precedents for tho character and tlio 
policy it donotod. Ho argued, partly in jest, but 
more in earnest, “ that our clinmto is a Trimmer 
between that part of tho world whoro men are 
roasted, and tho other whoro they aro frozen; that 
our Church is a Trimmer hotwoon tho frenzy of 
Platonio visions and tho lethargic ignorance of 
Popish dreams; that our laws aro Trimmers 
botwoon tho oxoosa of unbounded power and tho 
extravagance of liberty not enough restrained ; 
that true virtue has ovon boon thought a Trimmer, 
and to have its dwelling in the middle botwoen the 
two oxtremos; that even God Almighty Himself 
is divided between his two great attributes of 
Justice and Moroy.” Dr. Johnson’s dootrino as 
to the first Whig—(“ I have always said tho first 
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Whig was the devil.” Boswell —“ He certainly 
was, air. The devil waa impatient of subordina¬ 
tion ”)—feebly imitated the audacity of Halifax’s 
last sontenoe; into which, however, even his 
laughing scepticism shrank from introducing the 
party nickname that runs through the rest. In 
his “ Character of a Trimmer,” the best known, 
but by no means the best, of his writings, some of 
which might be studied with profit at present, and 
notably his “ Cautions” on the choice of members 
of Parliament, Halifax derives the party name 
in which he boasted from the management of a 
boat. “ The innocent word Trimmer,” he says, 
"means no more than this, that if men are 
together in a boat, and one part of the company 
would weigh it down on one side, another would 
make it lean as much to the contrary; it happens 
there is a third opinion of those who conceive it 
would do as well if the boat went even without 
endaugoring the passengers.” Ho doubt it is 
essential to keep a boat from capsizing, if it is to 
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reach the shore or carry its crow and .freight into 
harbour, and he who helps judiciously to trim it 
contributes to its spood and safety. But it is 
doubtful whether the trimmer, the more ballast— 
though it bo intolligont human ballast, not pas- 
sivoly shiftod, but uctivoly shifting itsolf from side 
to side—discharges as honourable an oflico os that 
of the steersman who guides or the oarsman who 
propols it. Halifax’s oxcubo was this, that in 
his day trimming was a political necessity, if 
not a wiso politician’s first duty. Undor tho re¬ 
stored Stuarts, it was above all things noodful to 
provont tho boat from capsizing, and to hoop it in 
tho mid-course which was equally haloful to one 
sot of fanatics, who wore anxious tostoor right into 
Soylla, and to another who wore bonl obstinfttoly 
on pulling straight towards Oharybdis. Tho art 
of statesmanship was thou tho art of trimming; 
but honest statesmanship trimmed not with but 
against tho victorious aido, and restored the dis¬ 
turbed balanco. It is partly bocauso trimming 
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has usually been of a different character, trying 
to cast fresh weights into the heavier from the 
lighter scale, and deserting the weaker for the 
stronger aide, that the name has become odious. 
Another reason for its unpopularity, doubtless, 
is that the term, at its best, excludes the idea of 
strong and stable political conviction, consistent 
purpose, and fidelity to political friendships and 
party connections. The Trimmer may be untrue 
to all those things, because ho is true to some¬ 
thing better; but, on the other hand, he may he 
untrue to them, because he is true to something 
worse, and that is to himself and his personal 
advancement. 

There are no professed Trimmers now; that is 
to say, there is no body of politicians who call 
thomselvos by that name. The term has gone 
out of our political vocabulary; but whether it be 
that the thing has ceased, and there is nothing 
for the word to describe, or that the thing has 
become universal, and there is nothing for it to 
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distinguish, is an open question. Aro tliorc no 
more Tr imm ers p Or aro all politicians, WhigR, 
Radicals, and Tories aliko Trimmers P Is Trimmor 
tho political summon genus which, comprehends 
all political genera and species under itself ? In 
a sense, not dishonourablo, if not positively and 
intrinsically admirablo, thero may, yery possibly, 
be something in this latter view. Politics in 
England, and this must be so in every Consti¬ 
tutional country, follow tho drift of public opinion; 
and statesmanship has at its discretion not the 
what, but only, at most, tho bow and the when, 
the more and tho loss. In othor words, statesman¬ 
ship in Constitutional countrios is sharing iho fate 
of Monarchy in Constitutional countries. In- 
stoad of being rulors, Parliaments and Minis tors 
aro becoming sorvanls; and tho smaller arts of 
management and persuasion in detail, rathorihan 
the larger gifts of wisdom and authority, arc 
becoming essontial in politics. If this bo so, and 
so fhr as it is so, the real loaders of a nation will 
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1)9 found less and lesa frequently in Parliaments 
und in Cabinets. Political life, under tbo conditions 
indicated, may always bo useful and boncst; but, 
in the sense in winch anciont civilisation dis¬ 
tinguished liberal from aorvilo work, it will bo 
less honourable than it was. The higher order of 
minds will insist on living their own life, thinking 
thoir own thought, and speaking thoir own word, 
Voicos, to apply Goethe’s metaphor, will not con¬ 
sent to booomo ochoes. Although, so far as the 
tondencios operate which wo have indicated, thoro 
will bo rather a diversion of intellectual and moral 
power from politics to other pursuits than a 
diminution of it, tho issuo cannot be regarded 
with complaoQnoy. A nation is the worse for 
being represented to itsolf and to tho world by an 
inferior and declining order of mind and character. 
The change is only at its beginning] and the 
survival of statosmon belonging to on oldor con¬ 
dition of things voils the extent of its oporation. 
But it scorns to bo a fact, and is at any rato a 
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common opinion, that the Honso of Commons 
exhibits a less promising rocruiting ground for 
politicians than it onoo did; and tho standard of 
admission to tho Cabinet, as in some of our best 
regiments, has had to bo lowed an inch or two. 
Other causes may come in to counteract this 
tondcncy, which is, at worst, tho price paid for an 
advanoo in self-government. A keener political 
intelligence may percoivo that tho boat work 
cannot bo dono by socond-rato instruments ; and 
an improvement in tho mochanism of our ropro- 
sentativo systom may supply mon of u liighor 
class of intellect and character in groutor numbers 
to tho House of Commons, and to tho offices of 
cxocutive government, than havo lately found 
their way thither. 

Rogrot is inovitahlo in connecting those re¬ 
marks, and especially in associating a tendency 
to political deterioration, with iho estimable and 
woll-mouning statesman whoso name stands at 
tho head of this articlo. But Mr. Forster’s 
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Ministerial ctiroor has exhibited, the more threat¬ 
eningly because the germs of dangerous qualities 
are blouded in him with grout capacities and ho¬ 
nourable aims, at least the first stage of this poli¬ 
tical cleolino. Ho is the chief Trimmer of modern 
politics. Thai is indoed the claim which in other 
terms is put forward on his bohalf to public con¬ 
fidence. Wo are told, that it is his effort to 
produco moasuras whioh shall ploaso both sidos 
of tho House. In other words, Mr. Forster has 
made Iko experiment of trying to serve two 
masters; and tho result is what has boon pre¬ 
dicted of all such efforts. Mr. Faoing-33olh- 
Ways is not tho model for an English statesman. 
The English Elementary Education Act was a 
triumph of political trimming. Tho measure was 
framed to puss tho two Houses of Parliament, 
and as a Liboral majority was scoured by tho 
quarter from whonco it came, by the undue con¬ 
fidence placod in the Minister who had charge of 
it, and by the indisposition to embarrass tho 
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(Jovurnment, Mr. Forster spout ull Ins energies 

in conciliating tlio Conservative opposition. Ho 

whs Lont on making the measure, aecoptablo to 

them, untl to tlio majority in tlio Houso of Lords. 

lie trimmed the boat to tlio Tory side. The 

navigation through Parliament was dexterously 

performed; but tlio vessel constructed for that 

purpose hus scarcely provod seaworthy. Alroady 

* 

it has had to put in port for repairs, and, if we 
may judge from tlio suggestions which have beon 
made, nothing more is contemplated than a little 
more trimming. Tlio same (qualities were dis¬ 
played, though not so conspicuously, in Mr. For¬ 
ster's conduct of the Ballot Bill. It is Mr. For¬ 
ster’s fault as a statesman not to look boyond the 
House of Commons, or at most to enlarge his 
view only to the House of Lords; to think too 
much of tho passing of a measure, and too little 
of what it will provo to bo whon passod. Take 
some barbarous tribes, who sacrifico to the evil 
spirit because they fool that tho honevolonoo of 
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the good spirit is theirs already, Mr. Forster lias 
neglected Lis Liberal friends for bis Conservative 
adversaries. Tlio administration of tbc Endowed 
Schools Act boars traces of this design to curry 
favour with tho Opposition. The result is that, 
though Mr. Forster took offico as ono of the 
reprosontativoa of tho Radical section of the 
Liboral party, ho is now rockonod as tho link 
botwoon tho Government and tlio Conservatives. 
It is said that if ho is again rotamod for Brad¬ 
ford, it will bo by Tory votes. Members who 
owe their seats to Tory votes cannot avoid pay¬ 
ing tho debt by a more or lass Tory policy. 
Thoy take their political complexion from their 
constituents, as somo animals aro said to change 
thoir colour with that of the food thoy oat. 
Mr. Forstor has, wo hope, force of character and 
strength of conviction to avoid this catastrophe; 
but ho is running groat risk of it. In tho mean¬ 
time he has done not a little to disintegrate his 
party, and to substitute in Parliamentary contests 
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tlio skirmishing of fortuitous bunds, gathered 
from this side and from that, for tho regular and 
organized warfare of rival parties, that is to say, 
of opposing convictions and principles. Tho 
resontmont which these tactics havo created is 
confined to a scotion of the Liberal party. Tho 
distrust which they havo inspired iB far moro 
widoly spreud; and, unless it bo diapollod by a 
different lino of conduct, must affect for tho 
worse Mr. Torstor’s political prospects and 
career. 

Sydney Smith long ago pointed out that it was 
Lord Russell’s misfortune, -with a simple and in* 
genuoua oharactor, to believe that ho was ondowod 
with a goniuB for intrigue. Many of tho most 
sorious errors of that eminent statesman’s caroor 
are duo to Ms own iunooont conviction of his 
skill in finosso, Mr. Lorstor is in u similar 
danger of sacrificing the bettor elements of his 
oharactor to a oortain, almost sinister, faculty of 
Parliamentary management. Robust common 



MU. W. K. FOBSTEll. 


20iJ 


sense, a sagacity which, though thus, is seldom 
ovor subtle, and a hearty recognition of the his¬ 
toric greatness and future destiny of England, 
which goes for more with the English people 
than thoir habit of solf-disparagomont allows thorn 
to show—those are qualities which might insure 
Mr. Forster a noble enroor, if ho could unloam 
his practice of manmuvring with his adversaries 
against his friends. Though by no moans an 
orator ho is an effective speaker, boeauso ho bus 
tho faculty of addressing himsolf directly to the 
topics present to tho minds of his audience, and 
to the difficulties which at tho momont engage 
thorn, lie never rises to interpolate an essay 
into tho raiddlo of a debate which might just 
as well have boon dolivered at the beginning or 
end of it, or still bettor not at all. There is an 
air of ruggod and homely candour about him. 
His seutoncos nro often broken, but in their 
abruptness and thoir transitions from one form 
of construction to anothor, they seem to express 
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the actual stages of liis thought. You soo, ov 
fancy you see, tlio web in tbo process of being 
•woven, and are indulgent to a fow dropped 
threads and frayed edges. Mr. Forster has im¬ 
proved his natural gifts by art. ilo is, indeed, 
ono of the most consummate actors in the House 
of Commons, whore ovary one is more or less 
an actor. No one supposes that Parliamentary 
spoakers aro children of nature, simply pouring 
out tlio feelings and convictions Ity which they 
aro animated without art or premeditation. Mr. 
Forster's acting always proceeds, however, on u 
basis of nature. When ho hits already made up 
liia mind, ho cun assume an attitude of nowly 
roused attention, raid soom to bo much struck 
when some honourable member advances what 
has boon familiar to him long before. Ilo will 
go, with appropriate gestures, pauses, and tones, 
through tlio show of reluctant conversion to irre¬ 
sistible arguments. A certain ruggodness of 
voico and uncouthnosa of gesture, and a general 
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rastlossncss of limb and of foaturo, seem to give 
candid expression to lais omotiona. These out¬ 
ward manifestations of guiloloss impulse have 
como to Mr. For star’s aid as a subtle manager 
of moil, just as tlio bottor qualitios which they 
expressed huve helped tlio less satisfactory ten¬ 
dencies which havo of lato boon unduly promi¬ 
nent in his career. Tn his solid qualitios of mind 
and character, his earnestness and thoroughness, 
Hr. Forster is a genuine Englishman; ho adds to 
tlieso the shrewdness of » true Yorkshiroman ; 
and ho is besides tlio best stage Yorkshiremun, 
whether in tlio Parliamentary or any other 
theatre, of his day. 
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J^ORD JOnN MANNERS is a refreshing and 
soothing politician. In public life ho dis- 
«barges tlio offioo of those little patches of 
greon with which painters relieve the oyo 
strained by colours too iierco and intense, or 
of the pastoral scouos with which grave writers 
break tbo narrative ol' slvugglo and tumult, lie 
is essentially Arcadian, and thoro won either a 
dosignod or an unconscious fitness in tbo name of 
Sydney, under which Mr. Disraeli introduced 
him into tho novol of “ Oimingshy." The nick¬ 
name of “ tho Gentlo Shepherd ” which tho older 
Pitt bestowed up an Goorge GronviUo, with only 
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an accidental and momentary appropriateness, 
miglit with more hut yet not with porfoot fitness 
bo applied to Lord John Manners. There is 
something swainlike in his boaring and demean¬ 
our. Ho is not always, howovor, quite as gentle 
a shepherd as he should be. His political lacka- 
,daisioalness has freaks of temper in which ho 
rather resembles the Sontimontal Shepkord of 
Canning’s nonsense Torses— 

“ I eits with my toos in a brook, 

And. if any ono asks mo for why, 

I hits them a rap with my orook, 

And ''ids sentiment kills me,’ says I.” 

He goes to war with his shepherd’s staff, like 
David, and shios the stonos of the brook, with not 
so good an aim as tho Jowish hero, at the poli¬ 
tical giant opposite. Lori John Manners is at 
bottom a very amiablo and good-natured sort of 
man, who does not deliberately think evil of any 
one; but from his youth up he has always been 
under tho imaginative necessity of impersonating 
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tlio spirits of treachery, sacrilege, and unuroliy 
in his antagonists, and of giving to his dissent in 
opinion the character of holy indignation and 
virtuous horror, lie does not seem ablo to bring 
himself up to tho mark, unless he oun persuade 
himself that ho is defending tho throne and tho 
altar, tho lowly roof of tho peasant aud llio 4 
baronial hall of tho peer, uguinst tho buso designs 
of wicked men. ITo addresses tbe House of 
Commons and Tory meetings as if he were de¬ 
manding from a jury the conviction of a prisoner 
ou a oriminul churgo. This is an old habit with 
Lord John Manners. It displayed itsolf in his 
first litorary efforts, and has been prominent in 
his sayings and doings over since. His viow of 
English history uppeurs to bo that it is the 
record of a sorios of struggles continued to tho 
present timo, and still going on, hotwooa some 
vory good mon and soino very had men, in which 
the goo^*mon have usually hud their heads out 
off, with a Providential viow to tho crown of 



l.OUJ) JOIIK MANNERS. 


215 


martyrdom without which goodness is not poeti¬ 
cally complete, or been, put into prison, or sent 
into exile, or, in iho present evil days, been con¬ 
demned for long tonus of years to the Opposition 
bonehc’H, with only jnst such brief snatches and 
tastes of office as, after the fashion of Mr. 
Squears’s pupils with tho milk-jug, to whet thoir 
appetite for more. In Lord John Mannors's 
earliest volume of pooms it was “ treason’s rohel 
horde,” which, with mom mason than rhyme, 
“ brought to tho block o Strafford and a Laud.” 
Charles I. was, of course, tho “ sainted monarch” 
whose “blumdoss life” was out off by “religion 
and philosophy;” it was Ileavon which “in 
mercy to a nation’s moan restored tho Stuart to 
his fathor’s throne;” whilo “cold Dutch William” 
conspired against “the gontle father of his wife.” 
Gentle is a novel epithet to apply to James II.; 
but it doos not express a xnoro original view of 
his character than is elsewhero taken sf that of 
Welsey, whom Lord John Manners describes as 
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"by wealth mitomptod and by powor uuawal,” 
" despising pleasuro and contemning fate.” 

Wo daro say that Lord John Manners may 
have revised some of these youthful judgments; 
and as he hits since been a Minister of tho Crown, 
ho would now probably shrink from tho eon* 
structivo treason of describing tho last of tho 
►Stuarts as "the last of England’s rightful 
Kings.” But his boyish follies illustrate a 
habit of his mind which has outlived those 
examples of it. To bo upon his side is to 
possess all tho virtues; it makes tho sour uud 
sullon James If. a gontlo prince, and eonvorts 
Wolsoy into a saintly ascetic, untempted by 
wealth, powor, and pleasuro. This fierce anta¬ 
gonism is carried into contemporary politics, and 
Lord John Manners in his youngov days looked 
forward to a timo whon “ England once again 
may hour Tho shouts of Roundhead and of Cava¬ 
lier ; ” and actually appoalod to tho late Lord Derby 
'to raise his battle cry, assuring him that 11 full 
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many an English sword would then Leap from 
ils scabbard’s rest, And thousands good of 
Englishmen Press after Stanley’s crest/’ in order 
to roscue England from the “ cold and heartless 
men” who had swayed too long tho councils of 
the Stato, und betrayed to bitter foes “ the 
Church’s widost gato.” These things woro the 
follies of a boy; but Lord John Mannors is a boy 
still, at between fifty and sixty, no speaks to¬ 
day yory much as ho used to wiito twenty-five 
or thirty years ago. “ On our sido are Virtue 
and Manners; on Ihoir side are Gladstone and 
Guilt,” if wo may so parody Moore, is the bur¬ 
den of his oratory. Diekens describes one of his 
oharaotors as looking loss liko tho middle-agod 
man ho really was than like a damaged hoy, a 
youth who had gone through some mysterious 
process of depreciation. This is precisely the 
offoot which Lord John Manners’s opinions, ora¬ 
tory, domeanonr, and general aspect make on tho 
observor. There is nothing senilo about him ; 
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thoro is littlo that is properly juvenile; but ibere 
is a sort o£ mature puerility of tin indefinable 
but unmistakable kind. The grey, almost white, 
hair contrasts strangely with tho Binooth and but 
slightly fudod face, tho light and slender figure, 
and tho step which has yet « cortuin elasticity 
about it. Lord John Manners’s stylo of speaking 
is quite in kaoping with his political character. 
Tho virtuous indignation, tho singsong periods, 
and tho up-and-down uttoranoo, aro relies of 
the Cuiubridgo Union. Orutorioully, ho is still 
bonrooly out of his teens; and if he wore chronolo¬ 
gically in thorn, ho might ho rogurdod as u youth 
of promiso. 

From tho point of view of soionco, Lord John 

* 

Manners js interesting chiefly ur tho solitary 
example of an otherwise extinct species. Political 
naturalists who should desire to study tho cha¬ 
racteristics of tho Young England party can host 
do so in his porson. Tho party is doad, hut ho 
lives and ombodioB its essential features, wbioh 
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can be observed in him better than in any second¬ 
hand descriptions. Ho is the only survivor of 
it. Mr. Disraoli, who was the contro of tho 
coterie, never in any proper sense belonged to it. 
Ho was as little a Young Englandor as Wilkes 
was a Wilkosito. The young noblemen and 
gentlemen who groupod thmsolvoa about him 
were a sort of private pupils whom ho undertook 
to instruct in Parliamentary theatricals. Tho 
thing was an amatour affair nltogolhcr; and when 
the Froo Trade policy of Sir Eobort Pool, and tho 
eecossion of Lord Derby from his Oabinot, and 
of the Protectionists from among his supporters, 
gave oameatness to politics, and laid a new basis 
of party divisions and contests, Young Eng- 
landism vanishod. A histrionic and literary 
affectation disappeared in tlio prosonoo of realities. 
Tho doctrines of the monarchy and the historic 
estimate of the Stuarts which were commended to 
Mr. Disraeli, not only by tho direct teachings of 
Ilia father, but by the thoooralio ideas natural to 
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his race, and to the faith of his ancestors, fitted in 
with one or two tendencies, oporativo with young 
men of rank thirty years ago. Tho controversies 
between tho Legitimists and tho Orleauists in 
Franco, and the pretensions of tho Oavlists and 
Miguolists in Spain and Portugal, had given rise 
to a sort of imitative literary Jaoobilism in Eng¬ 
land, whieb, upon its occlosiastieal side, bad boen 
strengthened hy the Tructarian movement, and 
was in rovolt against tho bourgeois Consomtism, 
fast sliding into middle-class Liborulism, of Sir 
Robert Pool. So long as Mr. Disraoli was a 
speculative outsider in political life, tho fancios of 
those young men hud a certain affinity with his 
own theoretic politics; and thoro is no noodto 
attributo any sinister motive to ihoir association. 
To speak as if ho bad aotod Sir Mulberry ITawk 
to Lord John Manners’s Lord Frederick Yori- 
sopht is to mistake at IcaRt Mr. Disraeli’s cha¬ 
racter. Young England was a mako-bolievo, but 
it was not a conscious imposturo. Mr. Disraeli, 
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howover, had one groat difficulty with his young 
raon. Though ono or two among thorn, and 
notably tho Into Mr. Georgo Sydney Smytho, 
afterwards Lord Strangford, had considerable 
ability, tho majority of them had no common or 
noticeable quality except that of youth. Mr. 
Disraeli, thoreforo, undertook to persuado them, 
and did persuado thorn, that to bo young was to 
possess every moral and political excellence. A 
nation, ho said, oan bo saved only by its youth; 
they woro part of tho youth of England; and tho 
inference was plain that England was to bo saved, 
how and from what it was unnecessary to dotar- 
mino, by tbom. Gustav us Adolphus, Oortes, 
Loyola, Pascal, Bolingbroke, Pitt, had accom¬ 
plished groat tilings while they woro yet young 
men j Lord John Manners nnd his associates wero 
young men who, it iB truo, had not accomplished 
anything grout; still the parallelism failod in 
only one point, and the gonoral idea of a certain 
connection betwoon youth and heroism or genius 
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was consoling. One of our earlier English plays 
is founded on ilio idea of a country in which the 
conduct of lifo is in the hands of children; tho 
grown moil and womon uro at school oi' under 
tntolugo, while tho very old men and women uro 
at infant schools or out at nurse. Tho Young 
England theory liail an alwirdity seine thing like 
this as its basis, Tho disciples of tho doctrine 
oamo down to tlio Tfouso of Commons every night 
to save England in white waistcoats and straw- 
eolourod gloves. Tho tiling was little more than 
foppery; and the record of it, might more appro¬ 
priately he included in Mr. Handle's "History 
of British Costume” than in any history of 
parties. Tho Yeung Englanders were the de¬ 
scendants of tho macaronis and dandies of an 
earlier period, carrying their nffoetutumB into 
literature and politics us well us into dress. 
Thoir ideas lmd us much relation to reality as 
a fancy-dress hall of a particular period, or a 
theatrical revival of Mr, Charles ISoan’a, had to 
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history. Young Englundism mis a thing of 
stage sontimoutH, stago costumes, and stage pro¬ 
perties generally. A certain, amount of super¬ 
ficial honovolonco wont with it. Its profeasors 
liked to eoneoivo themselves in the attitude of 
foudal batons distributing alms and udvioo to a 
docile peasantry at thoir castle gates, and sur¬ 
rounded hy faithful retainers, to whom they 
might givo protection, and from whom ihoy 
would roeoivo Norvico. But thoir political charity 
generally bogau at a grootor distance from home 
than might have been expected. Askod, “ Who 
is thy noighhourP” Lord John Manners has 
scorned disposed to reply, “ The Lancashire Pac- 
tory Operative.” The peasant in the vale of 
Bolvoir was overlooked, because ho was so close 
at hand. 

Since the ubsorplion of Young England first 
into the Protectionist, and afterwards into the 
Tory party propor, on the definitive secession of 
tho followers of Sir Robort Pool, tho career of 
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Lord John Manners 1ms bmi Unit of liis loatlor 
upon all groat questions, and, indood, upon ovory 
question, great or small. Tho offico winch lio 
1ms occupied in tlio suecossivo Administrations 
'of Lord Derby and Mr. Disraeli has usually 
boon hold by inon loss remarkable for uny consi- 
dorublo political or adniinisirativo faculty than 
for culture and tuslo, or courtly brooding. Be¬ 
sides Lord John Manners, tlio lato Lord Carlisle, 
Mr. Oowpor-Toniplo, and Mr. Layurd have been 
among its recent oeoupants previous to its tenure 
by Mr. Ayrton. Tho lirst OommisHionorsbip of 
■Works is tho nearest approach wo lmvo in Ung- 
lundto a Ministry of the Fine Arls; and l/nd 
John Mannors has discharged its duties without 
giving ouuso Jbr complaint. During tho l’arlia- 
montary roouss, and tho long winter of Conserva¬ 
tive discontent and opposition, ho is a popular and 
frequent out-of-doors orator. Tlio fluent common¬ 
places of Tory rhutorio flow mendod from tho 
tongue of the hoir presumptive to a dukodom, 
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Tho sentimentalism of the quondam Young 
Englander goes homo, like the virtuous appeals 
of the minor theatres, to tho hearts of tho Con¬ 
servative working men; and Constitutional 
Associations aro not awaro of tho energy with 
which Lord John Maimers has denounced «tho 
fruits that Constitutions bring.” Lord John 
Manners is a not ineffective platform orator; 
though he might say of his eloqueneo what ho 
says of his poolry, “ a plaintivo, melancholy note 
is mine.” Ho spooks tho language of a good 
heart and a not very strong head, governed by 



rathor than by positive and stable convictions. 




XV. 

MR WARD HUNT. 

MR WARD HUNT throws a groat body of 
light upon English history and upon political 
litoraturo and art. Ho is precisely tlio man 
whom a true-born Briton, with any protonsions 
to patriotic fooling, would point out to tho onco 
popular Intelligent Foreigner, if bo still travelled 
in this country, iw tho typo of an English states¬ 
man. Tho Intelligent Foreigner was bimsolf, 
at one time, almost mi English institution. Ho 
was invented by Lord John Russell, in tho days" 
of tho first Rofonn Bill, to express amazed in¬ 
credulity at tho monstrous anomalies which the 
Wliigs of that day proposed to abolish, and to he 
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enlightened as to the beneficent practical working 
of suck anomalies as tko Whigs found it convenient 
to retain. A perfcot library of useful knowledge 
—it was in tko days of tko Society so named— 
was poured in upon his dovoted mind, llo retired 
to Franco with a bettor theoretic knowlodgo of 
England than most Englishmen possess, and began 
to write for tko Jtmie dm Deux Mondes, to which, 
undor different literary pseudonyms, ho has con¬ 
tinued to contribute over since. Tko influence of 
his training has always boon perceptible in his 
writings. Tho anomalies of tho English Consti¬ 
tution have tho same sort of attraction for him os 
the polypus of Agna had for Balbinus. It 
is much to ho deplored that the Intelligent 
Foreigner could not remain in this country to 
have known Sir. Ward Hunt. Truth, as our 
Foot Laureate tolls us, in closest words may fail, 
when truth embodied in a person makos its way 
to common apprehension. Mr. Ward Hunt is 
tho substantial embodiment of, much that is most 
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» characteristic in our institutions, dispositions, and 
habits, No one would think of pointing out 
Lord Russell, Mr. Gladstone, or Mr. Disraeli in 
explanation of tho popular imago of John Bull, ns 
the poncils of our caricaturists and tho pons of 
our political humourists and satirists have deli¬ 
neated him. The allusions to roast hoof and plum 
pudding, to wassail bowls, and flagons of alo, and 
mighty jorums, which fill our litoruturo, would 
nwukon only a sort of incredulity if associated 
with tho attenuated and careworn statesmen who 
have most rocontly occupied tho chiof post in tho 
councils of thoir Sovereign. It is not bo with 
Mr. Ward Hunt. ITo is calculated to convoy to 
tho mind of an ohsorvnnt foreigner a very im- 
prosBivo, and indeed almost overwhelming, idoa 
of tho material rosouroos of this country. “ Thoso 
limbs wore mudo in England.” Columns of 
statistics, and tables of trado and revenue returns, 
would toll tho tale of our physical groatnoss far 
loss perfectly. Mr. Ward Hunt would be an 
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adunjfahlo diplomatist to send over to any country , 
which threatened us with hostilities, and just the 
person to exhibit to some secret envoy despatched 
to spy out tho nakedness of the land. Ho is an 
illustration of the groatness of England, and of 
tho solid foundations on which it rests. Si monu¬ 
ment nm requit'cts, anpict. 

A logond prevails that Mr. Ward Hunt was 
one of tho reading-party in the Highlands whoso 
sayings and doings are recordod in tho late Mr. 
Clough’s Jioihie of Tobei'-na- Vuolioh; and that he 
figures in that poem undor tho not altogether dis¬ 
similar surname of Hobbes—“ the groat Hobbos, 
contemplative, corpulent, witty,” whoso dancing 
exploits in a kilt are oelebmtod 

“ 0 Btonlast, 0 rashost of creatures, more fool of a Saxon, 

Him I soa frisking and whisking, and over at swifter gyration, 
Undor briof curtain revealing broad gores—not of broad 
doth." 

If this statement, which is very positively 
made, with rospoct to the identity of Mr. Ward 
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9 Hunt ancl tho Uobbos of tho Itolliio, hav<%any 
foundation—and tho comparative chronology of 
Mr. Ward Hunt’s University life and of Mr. 
Clough’s makes it possible-—it gives an additional 
interest to the ouroor of Mr. Disraeli’s Olumeellor 
of the Exchequer. Perhaps some subtlo connec¬ 
tion may ho found between the advocate of 
Women's Suffrage and tho suggestor in the 
"Vucution Pastoral of the troutiHO “On tho Taws 
of Architectural Hoauty in Application to 
Women.” However (his may bo, Hobbes is the 
philosopher of tho reading party; und though 
that is not precisely tho charaoler which Mr. 
Wurd Hunt sustains in the House of Commons, 
it must ho remembered that philosophy, in its 
naked and abstract, form, seldom survives in u 
man who is approaching the Mies, and who has 
spent fifteen or twenty yours in Parliament and 
ut Quarter Hossions. Convortod into practice, in 
the shape of good temper and of good sense, it 
may still be traoeablo in Mr. Ward Hunt, who 
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ha% as large a share of both of these gifts as any 
member on his own side of the House. This 
feature favourably distinguishes him from some 
of his colleagues and associates. The prevalent 
Conservatism of the iimo is Conservatism vehe¬ 
mently exasperated—Conservatism in n panic of 
fear and a passion of hate. There is something 
of tho virago in Mr. Ckthome Hardy; Lord 
John Manners is always eleotric with virtuous 
indignation; and Sir Charles Adderloy passes his 
public life in a Bort of political frenzy. In dif¬ 
ferent dogrees, this opidomic rago characterizes 
the Tory party. Almost alone, Mr, Ward Hunt 
is oonspiouously froo from it. His Conservatism 
is ohoorful and good-humoured, based rather on 
content with things as they aro than npon any 
fear of what thoy may become. It is to he 
hoped that this type of Conservatism,, which 
would bo almost extinct but for him, will have a 
revival, for it is of a much pleasanter order than 
that which is in tho ascondant just now. Out of 
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^.ovola and political traditions, tlio old-fashioiiod 
rural Toryism, which is a mattor of cuBy-going 
gonial tomporamcnt rathor than of very strong 
dogmatio conviction, is scarcely to bo found. It 
cannot vory well bo spared from tlio House of 
Commons, whoro it sweetens trad moderates 
public life. Colonel Wilson Patton has it, and 
Mr. Ward TEunt has it; and, besides thorn, 
scarcely any ono on tlioir sido of the House, or, 
nt least, on the front Opposition Pencil. Mr. 
Wal'd Hunt, wo bcliovo, never provoked an ad¬ 
versary, save by failing to lose bis own (ompor, 
and by growing coolor as the opponont bocarno 
more liealod; but this self-oommand, though often 
u most irritating quality, is not on that account 
un object of roproach. Sir Anthony Absolute's 
indignation ut not being able to drive Ins son into 
a rage is a specimen of tho only sort of angry 
fooling that Mr. Ward. Hunt ovor rousos. 

Mr. Ward Hunt's official cavoor has boon a 
short ono. Ho had no place in tho first and 
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second Administrations of Lord Derby; indeed, 
Ms Parliamentary lifo began subsequently to Lord 
Dorby’s first accession to powor, and ho had been 
only, two years in the House of Commons when 
Lord Derby’s second Ministry was formed. On 
the return of Lord Dorby to place, after the 
defeat and resignation of Lord Bussell and his 
colleagues in I860, Mr. Ward Hunt was appointed 
Financial Soerolary of the Treasury. The office 
brought him into close relations with Mr. Dis¬ 
raeli, as Chancellor of tho Exchequer ,* and the 
nomination was probably xnado at Mr. Disraeli’s 
suggestion. The selection showed Mr. Disraeli’s 
knowlodgo of men, Mr. Disraeli is not celebrated 
for Ms command of details; and ho has never 
been ablo to affect much interest oven in Ms own 
Budgets, excopt so far as they might have politi¬ 
cal consoquonces. He has mastered them for tho 
purpose of first exposition; but ho has seldom 
known enough of them to be ablo to defond them 
point by point in the minute discussions of Com- 
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jnittac. Homo one wur necessary on whom this 
task could bo devolved, and. Mr. Ward Hunt 
was just the man for it. Mr. Disraeli did tlu> 
high imaginative business, the rhetoric, and the 
general mystification. Ho connected Iho finan¬ 
cial schemes of the Government, when they wore 
not simply inherited from Mr. Gladstone, with 
the higher politics. Mr. Ward Hunt went 
through the details, added up tho figures, 
and explained tho apodal operation of this, 
that, and tho other tax or remission of tax¬ 
ation. lie had fairly earned his appointment 
by tho perseverance and skill with which in 
lH(i(i he had run his Cattle Plague Bill side 
by side with tho measure of the Government, 
and by that rivalry had succeeded in divert¬ 
ing into tlio pockets of agriculturists compen¬ 
sation out of tho public purse for their trado 
losses. This is tho rural notion of the proper 
business of a Finance Minister; and Mr. Ward 
Hunt’s nomination as-Secretary to tho Treasury 
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and liis subsequent appointmont, whan Mr. 
Dinraoli became Prime Minister, to be Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, naturally gave great satis¬ 
faction both to landlords and to farmers. In 
accepting this office, ho expressed to his con¬ 
stituents a certain modest diffidonoe at succeeding 
to a plaeo which had boon occupied ultomutuly 
during many years by such political giants as 
Mr. Disraeli and Mr. Gladstone—ho was unable, 
in tho absence of prophotio gifts, to add Mr. 
Lowe. So far as can be jndgod from a nine or 
ten months’ tonuro of office, Mr. Ward Hunt 
made a wry fair Chancellor of tho Exchequer. 
Ho had no opportunity of proving himsolf a 
groat and original financior, and thorc is no 
reason to supposo that in any circumstances he 
could have done so. But tho ordinary duties of 
administration in Downing Street and of expla¬ 
nation in tho nouso of Commons wero sufficiently 
well porformod, Mr. Ward Hunt is a country 
gentleman, with a hood for figuros, a taste for 
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businoss, and. habits of administration acquired 
as a country magistrate and Chairman of Quarter 
Sossions. It is cxistomary to sneer at chairmen of 
Quarter Sossions. Next to the mayors of country 
towns, thoy are the favourite objects of a Philis¬ 
tine contom.pt which tries to disguiso itsolf by 
affecting to bo oxcessivoly anti-Pliilistino. Put 
the qualities wlvicb give a man priority among 
his equals in those narrow and limited sphoros 
are those which constitute superiority in the 
IIouso of Commons ; uud apprenticeship to local 
"business ought not to ho tt bad discipline for 
Imperial servico. On tlui whole, Mr. Ward 
Hunt, wo should say, was much such a Olumoollor 
of tho Exchequer us another more distinguished 
Northamptonshire man proved himself. Lord 
Althorp was an honest, business-like country 
gentleman, who brought into political lifo tho 
excellent qualities whioh ho displuyod on his 
estate and in his county. If Mr. Ward Hunt 
were tho heir to an earldom and a groat ostato, 



MR. WARD HUNT. 


237 


liis position in the Consorvativo party would pro¬ 
bably bo the counterpart of that which Lord 
Althorp hold among Liborals; for though rank 
and woaltli are no substitutes for ability, they 
immensely holp it. They make a little go a long 
way, and arc equivalent now, as they wero in 
Pascal's time, to a start of about fivo-and-twonty 
years in public life. 

Mr. Ward Hunt’s oratory is not of a particularly 
improssivo character. It somewhat resembles in¬ 
formal talk from the bench at Quarter Sessions or 
at the magistrates' meeting, and is apt to be a 
little hurried and flurried. Mr. Ward Hunt doos 
not so much plunge into the dehato as floundor 
into it. Compared with Mr. Gladstone or Mr. 
Disraeli, or oven Mr, Gathorno Hardy, he enters 
it as his supposod prototypo, Hobbes, entered tho 
bathing pool at Tober-na-Vuolioh— 

“ Thors Arthur, the glory of headers, 
Leapt from tho lodges •with Hope, ho twonty foot, he thirty j 
Thoro, ovor-bold, groat Hobbes from a ton-foot height do- 
eocndfiil, 

Prows oa a quadruped, prone, "with bands and feet protending.’ 
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In Parliamentary dissuasions Mr. Ward 11 uni does 
not usually do oven us xuuoli as this, lmt rothor 
rolls over a half-loot height into tho water, like 
tho seal ur soa-bour entering his pond in tho 
Zoological Gardens. But ho is u sufiioioutly 
good spoakor for tho purpose of clour statement, 
explanation, and argument; and since ho is not au 
orator by nature, his abstinence from any attempt 
at rhotorical artifice deserves to bo gratefully 
acknowledged. Mr, Ward Hunt is a sonsihlo 
country gentleman, thoroughly versed in the 
business of tho IIouro, useful on Oouuiiitfcoos, and 
ready to give his sorvices ungrudgingly in help¬ 
ing forward the non-political part oj' Parliamentary 
work, which is as important as tho matters which 
engage tlio strife of parties and detomino tho 
late of Ministries. Members concerned in private 
hill legislation speak in tho highest toms of his 
sagacity and fairness. Bor a statesman, Mr. 
Ward Hunt is still comparatively young, being a 
year or two short of fifty: ami though his caroor 
will of course in a groat dogroo depend on tho 
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fortunes of his party, he probably haB a consider¬ 
able future before him. He has just those solid, 
and balanced, and slightly commonplace, quali¬ 
ties of mind and oharactor on which, in English 
political life, yours and experience confer even an 
exaggerated authority. 




MK HENLEY. 


'y'lSITOTtS to tlio House of Oonnnons arc 
usually struck by two dark figuros, which 
aro almost always to bo won pcrchorl on. the third 
bench behind Mr, Disraeli in an attitude which 
somowhut suggests the “Twa Corbins ” of the 
Scotch ballad. Their Appearance donotos boon 
walohfulnoss of tlio fray, and a certain interest in 
its rosult, without direct participation in it. They 
seotn after a fashion to preside ovor the course of 
tho debate, as if they wore two of tlio Three 
Eates, mysteriously bereaved of tho third. In 
reality, thoy aro two of tlio most rospoctod and 
respectable members of tho Gonsomlivo party, 
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withdrawn from the Cabinet, in tlio one case by 
advancing years, in the other by a temperament 
too sensitive for the rougfi work of the Homo 
Office in troubled times—Mr. Walpole, the most 
soft-hearted and gentlest - mannered of Con¬ 
servative lawyers and politicians, and Mr. Hen¬ 
ley, the most hard-headed and the hardest hitting 
of Tory squiros. There they sit side by side 
during tbo long hours of tlio debates, not'often 
exchanging a word, but reciprocating probably a 
silent regal'd, conscious oaoh of tho other’s prosonco 
‘and of a mystic communion, which spooch would 
interrupt rather than convoy: Mr. Wulpole, by a 
sort of moral eudosmosis uiTd exosmosis, if wo 
may borrow tho lunguago of physiologists, absorb¬ 
ing firmness from Mr. Henley, and Mr. Henley 
imbibing a more tender and considerate huma¬ 
nity from Mr. Walpole. Mr. Henley, who is 
close upon his eightieth year, is interesting, inas¬ 
much as he marks a stage in tho development of 
the old Tory squire, ns ho is known to ns in 
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piny# and novels, and in Lord Macaulay's history, 
into the Conservative country gentleman of our 
own day. ITo is the link, happily not as yet tho 
missing link, between these two phenomena., and 
onubles the critical observer to understand how 
tho one can have sprung hy inheritance fran tho 
oilier, Mr. Henley's family is not, wo believe, ol‘ 
longstanding in the squirearchy; but ils compara¬ 
tively recent clovation front u lower social grade 
condenses into ono or two generations tho transi¬ 
tion of tuunitorH which history spreads over a 
imioh longer period. Though not resembling 
them iu any sense which involves a moral impu¬ 
tation upon him, Mr, Henley helps to make 
intelligible to his contemporaries such portrai¬ 
tures us those of Molding and of Mmullott's coun¬ 
try gentlemen, the faded recollection and tradi¬ 
tion of which, wilh added feat on's of vice and 
depravity, Tlmckeruy has revived in Sir Pitt 
Crawley. In this particular, art and design, wo 
are inclined to suspect, have uidod nature. Mr. 
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Henley lias humoured and cultivated his faculty 
of homely shrewdness. IIo has selected that as 
his line in public lifo and Parliamentary dobate; 
and has adupted himsolf to it in his language and 
general got-np. Tho immense pockets of his 
shooting-coat suggest tho probonco of samples of 
corn for market day, with buckles for reins, 
whipcord for lashes, and similar provisions for 
air omergoncy; thoro is a (yrooinliko strictness of 
nothor garments, and a poculiariiy of strido which 
recall horseback journeys on agricultural busmens. 
Mr. Houley’s language in debate rosomblcs that 
of a shrewd farmer talking politics in the market¬ 
place or at the ordinary. Ho exhibits a good 
deal of real sagacity, accompanied by an exagge¬ 
rated pretension to it, a knowing suspicion of a 
design on tho part of nearly everybody, of the 
world in general, in short, to take him in, and a 
resolute determination not to bo “done,” and 
especially not to trust Jino words. Probably, 
when Mr. Honloy thinks himself most cunning, 
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he ill reality displays tho most childliko simplicity, 
mid is most in (longer of being imposed upon 
when ho is shaking his head mid chuckling uyor 
his own precautions against being hoodwinked. 
iSueh is the eonnnon liability of human nature. 

Mr. [lenity is in liis way a very aueomplished 
rhetorician, and mainly so through his apparent 
disregard at all iho rules of rhetorir ; at which, 
however, he observes tlio spirit, when lie most 
obtrusively neglects tint leUer, If rhetoric is 
the art of persuading, tluii is, in its application 
to spoken language, of bringing nu audience to 
tho saine point of view and attitude of mind as 
the orator, Mr. Henley is a master of it. It is 
common to speak at Hir John (Joloridge as a per¬ 
suasive speaker, been use he puts on what is com¬ 
monly known as a persuasive manner, affects on 
insinuating air, and adopts dulcet tones, But 
tho quostiou is, does ho porsuado ? and tho an¬ 
swer is, that as a rule ho doos not. In fact, there 
is nothing so little persuasive as a conventionally 



porsuasivo manner. Ono suspects a pill ten oath 
tho sugar coating, and gall under tho honeyed 
words. “Too plausible by half” is the mental 
verdict passed upon the conventionally porsuasivo 
orator. Mr. Henloy’s rhetoric is tho revorso of 
all this. He surrounds what he has to say with 
a sort of prickly husk; and tho worth of the 
fruit is judged of by tho protective aud defensive 
hull which envelopes it. Another rhetorical 
dovice which Mr. Ilcnloy practises is not less 
successful It is a favourite practice of orators 
to dross up small idoas in fine and long words, 
'which for a moment make them pass for more 
than thoy are worth. A rhetorical style has 
come to mean a stilted, and polysyllabic, and 
flowory Btylo. A disposition to supply small 
idoas and occasions with a misfit of great illus¬ 
trations is one of the commouost defects of 
Parliamentary eloquence. Mr. Disraeli, in his 
earlier stylo, and in his frequent reversions to 
that earlior style, illustrates this habit, Mr, 
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Lowe, in his moro ambitious moods, occasion¬ 
ally falls into it, Mr, Gladstone, perhaps, is not 
wholly free from it. Mr, Houloy is tlio most 
conspicuous oxamplo which tho IIouso of Com¬ 
mons prosonts, not only of its complete avoid¬ 
ance, which would bo a merely negative excel¬ 
lence, hut of tho successful employment of tho 
opposite rhotorical practice. ITo usob tho effect 
of contrast with elaborate care, and with groat 
skill; hut ho always contrivos that tho contrast 
botwoon ibo substanco of what ho has to say and 
iho manner of it shall sown to bo in favour of tho 
substance—which is in ilsolf no slight prniso of 
tho mannor. To make the ideas scorn bettor 
than tho words is all but tho highost triumph in 
the uso of words. The porfoctimi of literary uud 
oratorical art is of course tho noble expression of 
nablo truths in language exactly lifting thorn. 
It is no small aohxovomcmt in rhetorical artifice 
to make what is, porimps, Mttlo above common¬ 
place seem vigorous and original by clothing it 
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in words of so homoly and simple a character as 
to give to commonplace itself an aspoct of 
superiority in contrast with the lowly attire in 
which it is robed. An obtrasivo unpreten- 
tiousncas is one of the most effective forms of 
self-assertion. With thoso rhetorical dosigns, 
Mr. Honloy has possessed himself of a rich 
vocabulary of some of the most ignoble, and, at 
the same timo, some of the frankest and least 
rosorved words and phrases in tho English lan¬ 
guage. He not only calls a spade a spade— 
which is an unobjectionable practice—but calls 
some othor things, which it is not nceossary to 
mention, by noxnos which might as well be left 
to the loarnod seclusion of tho dictionary and to 
the unlearned freedom of the tap-room. A rich 
and varied assortment of comparisons, illustrations, 
and metaphors, derived from tho farm-yard, the 
pot-house, and tho magistrates’ room, make up the 
greater part of Mr. Honloy's oratorical equipment. 

Such as they are, he uses his weapons with 




POMTH'M. COHTIIVI Is. 


'2 I<S 

groat dexterity. Tlioy are rather the Hail or the 
cudgel than the foil; hut with (hem he ia mow 
t,luiu a match for most of tho finicing-muhlew of 
dohnto. ITis lioiuclmcHH in more clFoetivo than 
their mtigniloquoueo. Oompare, for example, one 
of Mr. Lowe's moat eelohmtod peroratioiiH with one 
of Mr. Henley’s. In a passage probably mdis- 
tinetly romemborod, rulhor than directly imitated, 
from Calming, tho present Olmncrllor of the 
Exchequer intimated that ho did not. covot a 
single leaf of tho laurels which would encircle 
Mr. Gladstone's brow in tho event ol’the abortive 
Itoform Bill of ! Htiti Iteeoining law. “ IT is ho 
the glory of carrying it; mine, of having to the 
utmost of my poor ability rehislod it." There 
was not much glory, us it happened, to ho shared 
in the matter j for Mr. Gladstone did not emry 
his Bill, and Mr. Lowe’s “ poor ability " in resist¬ 
ing it propnrod tho way for household suffrage. 
Mr, Henley, with, reference to another measure, 
announced that wlion overy other moans of oppo- 
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sition had failed, lie would lie down on Ilia back, 
if ho could do nothing else, and shout “Fudge! 
Fudge! ” Mr. Honley’s rhotorio strikes ua as 
hotter iu itself, as -well as moro original, than Mr, 
Lowe’s. Sir Francis Baring on one occasion 
attributed a particularly ingenious, and to the 
Ministry of that day discomfiting, amondmont of 
Mr. Milner Gibson’s to tho diroct inspiration of 
the author of all evil, by whom ho intimatod that 
Mr. Gibson had boon assisted in drafting the 
terms of his motion. References, never perhaps 
strictly necoasary, to this distinguished party- 
loader in another plnoo—Dr. Johnson’s first Whig 
<—aro usually wrapped up in ciroumlocutionary 
forms. Mr. Ilonloy novor has recourse to any 
roundabout phrnsos; and plainly describes whnt 
bo dislikes as “o device of Old Mick.” This 
homoly familiarity is gonuine rhetoric. Mr. 
llenloy has successfully followed at least tho 
second half of Lord Bacon’s precept to think 
with tho wise, hut to speak with the vulgar. His 
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tono of voico and accent add to tlu* impression 
which his choice of words and phrusoa makes. 
It is tthout sixty yoars since tdr. Tlouloy took his 
degree ut Oxford, and tho English which ho 
spoiiks is understood to ho tho rustic English of 
his county, or a modification of it. Tt is that of 
his parish rather than of his college, or perhaps 
it is only his own individual English. That is a 
point which must ho Ioffe to thoso who hove the 
gift of disoorninont of tongues. Tlowovor this 
may ho, tho peculiarity adds to tho effect with 
which lie supports tho part ho lias chosen on tho 
Parliamontary stage, that of tho shrewd, sugu- 
cious, plain-spoken country gentleman, who is 
not disposed to mince matters; who calls things 
hy thoir right niunus, without much regard to tho 
sensitiveness of oars polite, and wlin does not 
handle his weapons with kid gloves. With all this 
unoouthneHS and homoliiiess, which ure, probably, 
quito as much matters of habit and of art as of 
nafeuro, thoro is a oortain air of distinction which 
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reflects his sense of himself as an English country 
gentleman who doos not need to dross for the part. 

Mr. Henley was President of the Bourd of 
Trade in tho first and in the sooond Administra¬ 
tions of Lord Derby, and was ono of the most 
sensible and business-like heads that department 
has rocently had; but, on the ground of age and 
failing strength, ho declined office in tho third 
Oabinot of that Minister, and preferred to dis¬ 
charge tutelary offices for his old colleagues from 
the third back bench. The ex-Oabinet Minister, 
or even the Privy Councillor who has never been 
a Cabinet Minister, and who has declined to enter 
tho Government, or has not boon allowed the 
opportunity of declining office for fear he might 
not doclino it, occupies a very peculiar position 
in tho House of Commons. The prefix Bight 
Jlonourablo, by a sort of Parliamentary super¬ 
stition, seems to make virtue enter into a man. 
Tt advancos politicians of the fifth order to the 
third, or oven to tho sooond rank in the House 




of Common*. The sUghlest—or, us Americans 
would Huy, tlm slimmesl —men acquire a ccrlain 
degroo of force tmcl robustness when oueo they 
have kissed luuulnund taken tlui oullis us members 
of (lie Privy Oounoil. The process bus given 
importance to Mr. Oowpor-Toiuplu and to Lord 
llobcvt Montugu. ft adds tins gravity of a sup¬ 
posed impartiality to tho weight of former oflieo, 
mid of close parly connueLion; and un ex-Ministor 
oan intorvouo on critical occasions willi a degree 
of authority fur greater tlum lie would possess if 
lio spoke from tlio front beiieli. It also enables 
him, if lio ho so minded, to exhibit a most 
damaging degroo of cundour at the expense of his 
formin' colleagues, to whom he afleels to ho bound 
by those parly and personal ties, tho severance of 
which, us Mr, Disraeli said when ho got rid of 
tho Marquis of Salisbury, constitutes ouo of tho 
real bereavements of human life. Mr. llomuan 
and Mr. Rouvorio huvo often shown tho supe¬ 
riority of their souse of puhlio duty to more 
personal Toolings, when the personal footings woro 



Mil. HENLEY. 


253 


those of Lord Russell or Mr. Gladstone. The 
position of an ex-Ministor is a great ono in the 
hands of a master of the arts of annoyance. It is 
equally powerful for the purpose of assistance and 
sorvico, when tho disposition to help formor col- 
loaguos and old friends survives official separa¬ 
tion. Sir George Grey on ono side of tho Houso 
of Commons, and Mr. Henley on the other, havo 
given many oxamples of the generous and con¬ 
siderate use of this power, without sacrificing to 
old connections real independence of opinion and 
of action, Mr. llouley ronderod the more sub¬ 
stantial holp to Mr. Diemoli’s projocts of reform 
sinoo ho was not a convert of office to tho necessity 
of household suffrago, which indeed he had pro¬ 
claimed whilo in Opposition to he the only means 
of avoiding that “ ugly rush ” of democracy which 
he foresaw as tho result of loss decisive settlomonts. 
His withdrawal from public life, in which he still 
oxorcisos u useful influonco, would make the Houso 
of Commons less truly representative even than it 
now is of English life, character, and history. 




XVII. 

LOUD I1ALTFAX. 

milli! good-humoured “chuff” atlrihutod f<> 
Oicero when lu> saw his diminutive son-in- 
ltrw girt with a gigunlie weapon, “ Who has lied 
JhlttboUa io ihal wordy” or « question 
somothing like it, is suggested by stnuo titles 
and tho woams of thorn. Kir Oharlcs Wood 
scorns to have appended himself to tlio histone 
title of Halifax., rutlior than to have assumed if. 
It is not so much that ho wears it n« Unit ho is 
absorbed in it. Tho shadow of a grout nanus is 
more potent than tho substanoo of u meagre) politi¬ 
cian. Tho proHont herd Halifax lias no eorracotion 
father of linoago or of character with tho illus- 
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trious Trinunor of tho close of tlio 17th. century, 
who was a man of wit and of letters, nor with tho 
consistent Whig of the beginning of the 18th 
century, who was a snccossful Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, The Woods have never had any 
dealings with tho Savillos or with tho Montagus. 
It is almost a pity that familios are not allowod to 
register titles, as tho proprietors of magazines and 
newspapers are sometimes in the habit of doing, 

not so much for their own uso as for the purposo 

* 

of preventing thoir employment by unauthorised 
and unconnootod persons. Tho habit which new 
poors havo of adorning thomsolves with historic 
designations is somotimos a little confusing to 
gonealogioul speculators whose insight excoods 
thoir information. Thoso ingenious persons are 
apt to traoo family rosomblanoes whore thore is no 
family connection, excopt a common descent from 
Adum, or from tho arboreal animal with pointed 
ears in whom Mr. Darwin rooognisos the grand* 
father, if wo may shovo tho boast one step back, 
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of tlio human ruco. Tho other day an implied 
reproach whs addressed to the present ixntl Grun- 
vilLo for not sharing or conspicuously manifesting 
tlio Homeric tustoR of his supposed ancoslov, the 
Lord Granville of George Tl.’a reign, and not 
beginning every day with lino “ Iliad” or tho 
“ Odyssey.” Sir Oluirles Wood’s uasumption of 
tho title of Lord Halifax was due, it may be, to 
bis gratitude to tbo constituency whieli put him 
aside in favour of Mr. Ahroyd ; but probably this 
fooling was blended with some dim recollec¬ 
tion of tlm great Murrpiis, and tbo distinguished 
Karl who hud illustrated the name before, If 
Sir John Pukinglon, as a notable Minister of 
War, should solicit elevation to the peerage with 
tho titlo of Lord Olmthum, who was a great War 
Minister, ho would only ho following, and would 
soureoly bo exaggerating, a precedent. 

Tho present Ixied Halifax’s career will probably 
bo hotter underslood whoa tho secret history of 
tho past half oontury is written than it is now; 
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and among the secrets to be revealed, when me¬ 
moirs and correspondence now under lock and 
key are disclosed, will be the well-kept seorot of 
the abilities which have enabled him to play the 
part he has sustained in public life. His career 
begins with a puzzle. Lord Halifax took a 
"double-first” at Oxford. It is useless to ask 
how he can have done so; he did so. The fact 
remains, though the explanation is imperfect; and 
the University Calendar boarB witness to it. A 
doublo-first did not, perhaps, mean quite as much 
half a century ago os it does now; but it meant 
something, and whatever it meant goes to the 
credit of Lord Halifax. A minute examination 
of all the speeches which he has delivered during 
an activo Parliamentary life of forty-six or forty- 
sevon years would probably fail to produco so 
much as a singlo sentence from any one of them 
which betrayB even a reminiscence of scholarship. 
Lord Halifax’s abstinence from hack quotations 
and a schoolboy parade of erudition is creditable 
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to him; but tlio unimpeded passage through his 
mind of a certain amount of humane litoraturo, 
without leaving a truco or dopOBiting a memory, 
is a curious psychological phenomenon. It would 
bo hard—perhaps not impossible—to find u 
literary allusion in any of his spoochos. Ono, 
indood, is woll known. When oemmonting upon 
a supposed solf-contrudiction of Mr. Disraeli's, ho 
asked whether thoro woro two Benjamins in the 
fiold. This, it is believed, is the most bril¬ 
liant thing Lord Halifax ever said. If thoro is 
anything cleverer in what the Americans oall his 
record, lot it ho produced. Lord Halifax’s oarly 
entrance into official life, and his steady progross 
in it, present, un has boon intimated, somo diffi¬ 
culty to the philosophic inquirer. A partial 
explanation may ho found in the fact that ho was 
the son-in-law of Earl Gray, whoso family affec¬ 
tions are us woE known ns his patriotism, with 
which they gracefully Llondod in the public 
eervico, and especially in the distribution of 
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patronage, Having acted for some time as Pri¬ 
vate Soorotary to Lord Grey, Lord Halifax (then 
Mr. Wood) hecamo, after tho passage of the Re¬ 
form Act, Patronage Soorotary to the Treasury, 
or what in. Parliamentary slang is called the 
“Whip,” in his father-in-law's Administration, 
in succession to tho late Mr. Ellice, commonly 
known as “ Boar ” Ellice. Probably Lord Hali¬ 
fax is bettor versed in tho real history of the 
period which prceodod, included, and immediately 
followed the passing of the Reform Bill of 1832 
than any living man or (“Bear” Mlioeexcepted) 
than any man who ever lived. The Private 
Secretary and the Whip know, if not all the 
secrots of their chiofs, yet sometimes a great many 
socrels which the chiofs do not know. Wo dare 
say Lord Halifax, if ho woro so minded, could tell 
Lord Russoll some things about the passing of the 
first Reform Bill and tho management of the last 
unreformod and the first roformed Parliament, 
which would very much surprise that venerable 
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statesman, who is supposed to ho tho very Reform 
Act itself, animalod and locomotive. 

ft is probable, reasoning backwards from wlmt 
be is to what ho was, that Lord Halifax made 
u decently good Whip. A distinguished member 
of tho existing Government is said to have 
romurked of tho present Spoalcor of tho House of 
Commons, who discharged under tho Ministries 
of Lord Palmerston and Lord RuBhell tho func¬ 
tions now energetically and creditably performed 
by Mr. Glyn, that ho had tilled the most undigni¬ 
fied offices in (ho Administration without any 
forfeiture of personal dignity. Tho qnuliiieutions 
for such a post us Huh are very rare, and Lord 
Halifax had some of them. ITo had social posi¬ 
tion, lo begin with, which is not a slight odvantogo. 
Ho was placed by birth and connection at that 
point of tho social nculo at which differences of 
rank aro merely formal and titular, and do not 
inter foro with perfect freedom and equality of 
intercourse. Ho was a country gentleman, tho 
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heir io a not quite now baronetcy, the son-in-law 
of an Earl, and a man of University distinction. 
Whig noblemon and squires were not offended by 
the neoessary familiarities of on unceremonious 
offico when they oamo from. Ms hands. Whig 
merchants and Eadical manufaotui'ora were de¬ 
lighted with them; they folt that they were in 
society when talking with him, or when being 
talked to by him, and that they had a momentary 
glimpso of high life. He oould tap a lord on the 
shoulder, or tako him by tho coat-oollar on per¬ 
sonal, and not simply on official grounds, or as a 
part of State policy or a branch of the art of 
govornmont, without provoking a smouldering 
rosontmenl at tho party exigencies which allowed 
of these liberties. IIo was a man of the world, 
and a man of society, without being a man of the 
Oity, important part though the City is both of 
tho world and of society. It is essential that a 
Whip should have tho art to seem least busy when 
ho is really most busy. He is often doing his best 
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Btroko of work wlicn ho appears to bo only loung¬ 
ing and talking with chance oomors. This is the 
lust thing which a politician Iruusplantod to the 
House of Commons from the City loarus. A man 
who is always rushing aliout, as if ho waro anxious 
to catch a railway train, or to koop an engage¬ 
ment on ’Change on which a promising bargain 
doponds, is often in effect strenuously idle or worse 
than idle, just hn tho apparent idler is oftou most 
quietly and productively industrious. Convor- 
suuoo with at least the outlines of political ques¬ 
tions, a varied, if a superficial, acquaintance with 
affairs, and an insight into tho lighter and 
prompter motives and impulses of men, are essen¬ 
tial in Parliamentary management; and those, wo 
should bo inclined, from his subsequent course 
and his present position, to think Lord Halifax 
had. Tho ocouomio knowledge which ho un¬ 
doubtedly possessed, though ho has soldom made 
very successful use of it, enabled him to talk com- 
. meree with men of business, It gave him some- 
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thing in common with them; and the social and 
political position which he had not in common 
with thorn, they would have hoon only too glad 
to have had in common with him. 

Lord Halifax’s political life has home to the 
end—though it is premature to speak of the end 
—the impress stamped on it at the hoginning. 
At prosont, in the office of Lord Privy Seal and 
in the House of Lords, ho is a sort of magnified 
and glorified Whip, a transfigured party-manager 
and confidential advisor, or Professor Emeritus of 
Parliamentary and Administrative tactics. In 
the House of Commons, as Mr. (and afterwards 
Sir Charles) Wood, he was in succession Seorotary 
of the Treasury and Secretary of the Admiralty, 
Chancellor of tho Exchequer, President of the 
Board of Control, First Lord of the Admiralty, 
and Secretary of Stato for India. Well versed in 
tho routine of publio business, and not capable of 
much beyond it, he is always spoken of, in the 
conventional language of political eulogy at de- 
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fault, as a first-rnto administrator. The proof was 
nover apparent; it belongs to secret history. Ilia 
colleagues, howovor, bolievo in him, or acquiesce 
iu his boliof in. himself; and in tho temporary 
absence of the head of a department, Lord Halifax 
is ready to tako his place and to throw ovorylhing 
into confusion at a moment's notice. As Chan¬ 
cellor of tho Exchequer in Lord Xtussotl's first 
Ministry, Lord Halifax, though sound enough in 
his general theorios, markod the lowest point to 
which the notorious incapacity of tho Whigs for 
practical finance over foil Ho whs at that time 
tho scapegoat of tho Government in public opinion, 
and tho chosen mark of all tho ricliculo and con- 
lompl which woro lavished on it, Nevertheless, 
ho managed to got himself believed in ns a neces¬ 
sity, and was novor ponnanontly loft oat of any 
Ministerial combination in which tho Whigs had 
a share. This success is certainly not duo to any 
profioionoy in oratory or efficiency in debate. As 
a speaker, Lord Halifax is probably the very 


LOUD HALIFAX. 


265 


worst evor known during the present Parlia¬ 
mentary generation to whom anybody was obliged 
to listen. It is difficult to assign pre-ominence 
in badness to bis manner or to bis matter, if, in¬ 
deed, tbore can be said to be either a matter or a 
manner in his speeches. A dislocated incoherence 
in substance, and an inorticulato rapidity of utter¬ 
ance, reduce the listener to something like dis¬ 
traction. "When the peculiar acoustic qualities of 
the Itouse of Lords set off theso natural oratorio 
advantages, the offoct may he imagined. Lord 
Halifax’s eloquenoe resembles nothing so much as 
the sounds with which a lively doaf-mute accom¬ 
panies his finger-tulk. Allusion has been made 
to the apparent inoperativenoss of Lord Halifax’s 
University training and attainments upon his 
mind and character. There is, as has been said, 
not a trace of them in his speeches. They have 
never moulded nor coloured a sentence, nor dic¬ 
tated an allusion. Lord Halifax never, so far as 
it is possible to assert a universal negative, gave 
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expression to anything which in tlio proper sense 
could bo called it thought—u conception of his 
own, taking shupo and hues from the mil in which 
it grow and the influences about it. During tho 
course of bin life, ho lias said '‘yes” or “No ” to 
a groat ntnuhor of propositions which have boon 
submitted to him from without; and this is 
about ull. 

Of course, there is something positive to bo 
sot against all these negative qualities. Lord 
Halifax is a man of groat quickness of superficial 
apprehension and acquisition. Tn this way ono 
ucoounts for his gottiug-in his ITnivorsity attain¬ 
ments, which ho promptly gavo out in examina¬ 
tion, and, in giving out, appears to have parted 
with for over. Tho testimony of some of those 
who have boon associated with him in adminis¬ 
tration is that ho soos with raaxvollous rapidity 
all that ho does soo of any question which is sub¬ 
mitted to him, which is tho minimum mibik, tho 
least that oan bo seen, about a thirteenth, say, 
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or some smaller portion, of it; and on that he 
proceeds complacently to act, as if it wore the 
whole. Nothing short of a miraculous reconsti¬ 
tution of his mental faculties could onable him 
to soo more. This promptitude of wrong action 
upon imperfoct conooptions has givou Lord Halifax 
a certain reputation as a man of administrative 
capacity; while the roadinoss with which he will 
give a had opinion, whilo men of soundor and 
largor intelligence are slowly feeling their way 
to a good ono, makes him on adviser full of 
sagacity and resource. It is sometimes more 
consoling to a Minister in difficulties to have a 
wrong answer to.a critical and urgent question 
than to have no answer at all. Lord Halifax’s 
ohief fault as a speaker—to rofer now to substance 
rather than to mannor—his apparent disjointed¬ 
ness, is due probably to the fact that in evory 
subject he sees only a number of isolated points, 
and does not go deep enough below the Surface to 
connoct them with each other. In the hasty con- 


MuHations of the Treasury Bench, whore point 
comes up after point, thisdefectis noise promptly 
apparent, Lord Ifalifux luis another sourco of 
strength. Ho is armed with a vast uumbor of 
inapplicable precedents, arising out of circum¬ 
stances heuring no analogy to those which engage 
priblio mon at the presold time, which he appeals 
to in cm authoritative and convincing manner. 
Ilis great claim, liowovor, to office in the present 
■Ministry is that lie is a busy, mobile, tullcalivo 
person, who sees and converses with a groat 
number of pooplo; and that it is much hotter 
that ho should talk to his largo circle of acquaint¬ 
ance! iu and out of the House of Lords with a bias 
in favour of the present Government than with 
a projudico against them. Iu discharging this 
office, ho haB returned practically to his first 
political fimotions. Lord Halifax is believed to 
havo hcon the real framor of Lord Bulmorston’s 
second Administration, Ho is understood to havo 
been the medium of communication between. Lord 
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Palmerston and. Lord Russell; and tho good- 
natured indifference of tho former and the dis¬ 
contented apathy of the latter often left him free 
to do what ho pleasod with men and with places. 
This is juBt the work in which Lord Halifax 
delights. lie inherits tho old Whig traditions of 
combination and management, which woro very 
useful in tkoir day, if a littlo obsoleto and practi¬ 
cally inconvcniont now j and, for good or evil, ho 
probably oxorcisos no small power on the personal 
adjustments and readjustments of the present 
Ministry. 




XVIII. 

TIIE DUKB OP ARGYLL. 

rjpiIE Lttko of Argyll ban given many proofs, 
not superfluous iu flimi days, llmt our old 
nobility is yet, in Homo InnluncoH ut least, com- 
potent to liold if h own against the rivalry of new 
blond and now energies in literature as well us 
in politics. It would scent as if, except in tbo 
rarest instancies, tbo advantages of abundant 
leisure and opportunities wore loss favourable to 
success and distinction in life than tbo stimulus 
of necessity. Up to a vory rooont timo tboro bos 
beon ono oxceptiou to this rule. Tbo English 
aristocracy, which has given fuw names of the 
first order to literature, tbo arts, or soionoe~-it 
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has given a few which are in everybody’s mouth 
—has not been unproductive of great statesmen. 
It has spent itself, as most mon would be inclined 
to do who have the ohoice offered thorn, in action 
rather than in thought and study. Man. of letters 
have usually been cagor to exchange literature 
for politics; mon of politics have far more raroly, 
and scarcely ever voluntarily, abandoned affairs 
for letters. Of lato yoars, howovor, tho great 
English houses seemed to have coaBed to produce 
statesmen. Among the younger members of the 
aristocracy, thore are scarcely any who can be 
named as likoly over to occupy the highest places 
in Parliament and Administration. The Oavon- 
diahes supply a respectable contingent to public 
affairs; the house of LaUBdowno is creditably 
represented in both Chambers, and there are 
two or three young peers of undefined promise 
in tho Lords; but the great families, as a rule, 
make but a scanty appearance in tho first ranks 
of political life, and thore is no prospeot of any 
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vigorous reinforcement of thorn in tho future. 
This deficiency in tho crop of stutosnnou may bo 
duo pimply to tbo accident of a bad political 
harvest; but it may, on the other hand, he owing 
to permanent ouusos. Tho conditions of Parlia¬ 
mentary lilo in England ollbr, possibly, loss 
tempi ution and opportunity to young men of 
leisure, wealth, and intelligence than they formerly 
did. Tho moans hy which a seal is to bo won, 
and tho moans hy which it is to he held, are not 
templing to men of independent minds. Thoro 
are sigiiH, to which it would ho invidious to point, 
that men of this class, who might seem dovotod 
by thoir linos go to tho State, are withdrawing 
from politics into letters, art, or science, and 
to tho enjoyment of a cultivated ease. Tho 
Duke of Argyll exhibits a tendency to other 
provinces of intellectual labour In association 
with an active participation in publio business. 
The attractions which liavo drawn him to affairs 
have not wholly separated him from letters. 
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Possibly, if his power of engaging in politics had 
depended on his being able to win and keep u 
seat in tho House of Commons, he might have 
missed either opportunity for statesmanship or 
leisure for science and literature. 

In one respect tho Duko of Argyll differs 
honourably from all hut a very small minority of 
politicians in either House. Ho brings to poli¬ 
tics a mind variously cultivated and exercised in 
different departments of speculation and research. 
He has, moreovor, a oortain distinctness of cha¬ 
racter, He is really a personage in public life. 
Some of his colleagues and oppononts seem little 
more than masks. They are officials or ex-offioials, 
and whatevor individuality they onoe possessed 
seems to have beon absorbed by the functions they 
exorcise or have exorcised. “Their nature is 
subdued to what they work in, like the dyer’s 
hand,” and they soaroely admit of delicato dis¬ 
crimination any more than so many dyers’ hands 
dipped in the 'same colour would do. No doubt, 
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tlio inlimato friends of Mr- Oliildora uud Sir 
Stafford Northcoto, of tlio Duko of Itichmond 
imd Lord Kimberley, are able to recognise per¬ 
sonal traits in tliom wliiok separate each from tlio 
other, and in tho soorot recesses of their being, 
if snob tkero be, there may bo groat divorgoncios. 
Bat, politically, tho ohamotors of Mi*. Twoorllc- 
dum and Lord Tweedleduo do not allow of, or, at 
any rate, -would not repay disori munition. Thoy 
might shift oflicos, and oven, as Dickens somo- 
whoro suggests, ehango minds, without anybody 
liuding out tho diffevonoo. The lJulto of Argyll 
is fur ubovo tho material which servos moroly for 
the padding of a Cabinet, Ho is a man of force 
of charaofcor and of mind. Ho has reaped two¬ 
fold honours in literature and in politics, though 
ho otui scarcely bo ranked as a doublo-first. In 
both ho ia essentially a polemic). When ho first 
ontorod tho House of Lords, a very young man, 
ho had a weakness for allaoMng tho late Lord 
Derby, who used carelessly to brush his antagonist 
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aside, declaring that his assaults did not hurt 
him, while they amused the Duke, who boldly 
returned to the charge unconscious of discomfiture. 
A certain pugnacity of boaring, as of a very 
gome bird, has gained the Duko of Argyll, as 
Indian Secretary, tho maoaronically punning 
nickname of Cocculus Indium, said to have been 
bestowed upon him, in a moment of inspiration, 
by a witty bishop. Thero is a dispute on this 
point, some authorities contending that the namo 
was given to the Under-Sooretary for India, Mr. 
Grant Duff, hy a well-known member of the 
Houso of Commons. Tho term suits both the 
reputed sponsors and their political god-children 
so well, that by a coincident folieity it may very 
easily have had a double origin and application. 
Be this as it may, there is something decidedly 
gallinaceous in tho Duko’s demeanour. Thero is 
an air of tho fighting-cook about h i m, To trans¬ 
fer the illustration from feathered to featherless 
bipeds, ho hears, as an orator, a resemblance to 
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a very emphatic and combative divine. lie is 
tho Boanerges of the IIouso of Lords. lie 
speaks in a loud and monotonous voico, like a 
Sootcli proaelior uddrossing a large congregation 
from a hill-sido in a high and contrary wind, 
lie is an oamost and fluent apoakor, not so muoh 
poworful as ovorpoworing, with a closo Scotch 
logic, a perforvid Scotch tompor, and a Scotch 
lack of humour. Ills oratory rosomMos proaeh- 
ing ratlvor than debating ,* and his attacks on the 
Opposition have had many a counterpart from 
Scotch pulpits in polemic/) against tho Scarlot 
(lady. 

Tho features which havo marked tho Par¬ 
liamentary orations of tho Buko of Argyll cha¬ 
racterize him in litoraturo. There, too, ho is 
essentially comhativo; and ho attacks tho greatest 
cliicfs of rcsoarch and speculation with tho same 
oagor conddonco as that which ho displayed in 
his assaults upon Lord Derby. Ho goos squaring 
round tho circle of tho soioncos, now aiming a 
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blow at Mr. Darwin, now dolivoring a thrust at 
Professor Huxley or Professor Tyndall, now 
skirmishing with Sir Charles Lyoll and Sir John 
Lubbock, and finally launohing out against Mr. 
Mill. Tbo speotaole is interesting if only as an 
illustration of courage. It is valuable, too, as 
giving in some dogreo the measure of tho Duke 
of Argyll as a writer. . Ho belongs to the tribe 
of Answerers. Every groat writer has his 
Answerers, as the noblor animals have their pre¬ 
daceous parasites. The Answerer is under no 
necessity of framing an original conception of 
his subject. He is not called upon to combine 
the details of his knowledge into a harmonious 
and complote wholo. He does not strike out 
any original track of investigation. Ho simply 
follows the order of ideas of the writer on whom 
ho fusions, supplying what ho thinks to be the 
necessary contradictions and collectives. He 
dogs olosely the footsteps of the explorer, watoh- 
ing for those false steps which the most successM 
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pioneer cannot avoid, and which aro often the 
conditions of hitting at lust on tho tmo path. 
This work, though not of a high order, is by 
no moans useless. Tho Answerer may ho com¬ 
pletely incapable of ovolving a'lofty scientific 
conception, or framing a comprehensive theory. 
Protracted and dilRcult rosoarch may bo hoyond 
him; bnt uovortholoss ho muy do a very useful 
work in detecting a flaw of logic hero, or an error 
of observation there; and in giving dour form to 
tho popular conceptions, or tho prevailing doe- 
trinos, with which a now theory lnw to contend. 
This sorvico tho JL)uko of Argyll has roudorod 
very dfoolivoly in his "lioign of Law," and 
his "Primrovul Man.” Both bodes woro ossou- 
tially tho works of on Answoror. They woro 
parasitical hooks, so to speak, deriving tboir lifo 
and support from greater works of a higher 
organization 5 but thoy aro creditable specimens 
of their sort. Thoy holong to the order of 
speculation fostered by tho Victoria Society, and 
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formerly ropresontod by treatises on tbe Harmony 
of Geology with the Mosaic Narrative). 

Ilero wo have a feature of the Duke of Argyll’s 
soientifio and speculative -writing, which some¬ 
what diminishes its value. It seems always to 
ho animatod by an ecclesiastical and theological * 
after-thought; and to veil, when it does not set 
forth, a religious apology. The Duke of Argyll 
does not push matters to the extreme exhibited 
by Mr. Qladstono, who, in the Introduction to 
his Liverpool Address, says that ho has read in 
some daily newspaper that Mr. Herbert Spencer 

is one of the first thinkers of tho time, and who 

* 

apparently is ontirely ignorant of Mr. Sponoer’s 
scientific and philosophic researches, and knows 
nothing of his writings save as they abut upon 
theology, and aro reported to bo dangorous, like 
those of Mr. Winwood Eoade, and Oomte, and 
Strauss, to adopt Mr. Gladstone’s strange group¬ 
ing of heresiarohs, Tho Dulse of Argyll is 
incupablo of suoh a confusion of tho scientific 
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and speculative tondouoica of the* uge villi tho 
supposed theological heurings of a small port ion 
of them, But 5io too writes rather us a theo¬ 
logian, soeking to disarm seionec and to watch 
over the aberrations of philosophy, than as a 
* student of scion co und pliilosopliy for tlxoir 
own Hoko. Tho oarliost works of the Buko of 
Argyll woro all occlosiusticnl and theological, 
or, to uso a narrower word, woro even all Pres- 
bylorian; and this disposition, derived perhaps 
from some drops of tho old Covenantor hlood, to 
soo clangor in spoculation, und to rush in with 
liasty reconciliations of divergences which, if time 
is allowed, will reconcile themselves, shows moro 
scepticism than faith. Soionco and philosophy 
will not consent to bo used for a purposo. 
Tlioso patcliod-up truces, whero tlioro is no es¬ 
sential hostility, often end in open war, 

This feature of tho Buko of Argyll's writings 
is duo quite as much to tho conditions under 
which through life his studies have boon pursued 



TUB DUXH OF 41tGYLL. 


281 


as lo Ms oarly training and. inherited viows, 
Actively engaged as ho has been in Parliamentary 
and administrative life, it would have been 
strange if ho had found leisuro for independent 
investigation, or for original speculation, It is 
much to his credit that ho has road bo many of 
the best books of our day, and has read thorn not 
passively, but critically and minutely, Suoh a 
task cannot have beon pursuod ■without great 
advantage to himself at least, and Ms comments 
and objootions may often be studied with some 
advantage by otbors, and even by tho eminent 
writors whose opinions ore canvassed. The repu¬ 
tation, however, wMuh the Duke of Argyll has 
won in literature and in Parliamentary debate will 
be extinguished in a far loftier fame, if he should 
prove himself equal to the great responsibilities 
and duties whioh rest upon Mm as the respon¬ 
sible Minister for India. "With the exception 
of tho Marquis of Salisbury, no administrative 
statesman of the first order has of lato beon en- 
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trusted witli llio conduct of ludiun. ulluirs. The 
Duke of Argyll’s previous official experience us 
Lord Privy Soul and at llio Post (Mlico rvaa not, 
perhaps, a very valuable preliminary disoiplino 
for that momontoua work. Tlio English public 
is newly roused to a souse of llio duties incum¬ 
bent upon it in India, and tbo porils which await 
their tardy or inadequate porforinanco. If the 
Buko of Argyll hue the courage and capacity to 
incot tho obligations and to disarm, so far us 
wise policy can do so, tho clangors of tho situa¬ 
tion, ho will add to llio historic fame of his house, 
and secure a higher pluoo than ho bus yot won 
among English statesmen. Hut to attain this 
ond, ho must have tho vuro courage, rarer in tho 
India Offico than in any dopurtmonl of iSluto, to 
inform himself at lirst hand of facts, to soo things 
with his own eyes, and to aot upon his own deli¬ 
berate convictions, instead of guiding himself by 
traditions of tbo offico, looking at things through 
the spectacles of permanent “hoods,” and doing 
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tho bidding of tbo most experienced manager. 
Tho Duke of Argyll has shown in social matters 
an independence of mind wliich needs only to be 
transferred to polities in order to enable bim to 
do good service. Instead of acting in tbe spirit of 
Lord John Manners’s immortal oouplot, which it iB 
not nocossary to requote, he has porcoivod that if 
our old nobility is to livo, it must not bo ashamed 
to associate itsolf with laws and loarning, and 
must court commerce, and tho wealth that comes 
from oommorce. 'Wbilo through one of his sons 
ho is in alliance with royalty, through others he 
is or was connected with the trade of London, 
Liverpool, and New York. “ To my own proper 
Bhamo ho it spokon,” says Bob Roy in Scott’s 
novel, M that has a cousin wi’ accounts, and yam 
Winnies, and looms, and shuttles, like a mere 
mechanical person j ” and the sentiment of Rob 
Roy would doubtless have been echoed by the 
MoO allum More of his day. That the McOallum 
More of our own day has overcome it, and has 
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entered into the views and practice of tlio Baillio 
Niooll Jurvio, shows a shrowdnoss of perception 
and u power of subduing prqjudioo to eommon- 
sonso which ought to bo of uso in tlio conduct of 
public aifuirs. 



XIX. 


SIR JOHN DUKE COLERIDGE. 

gIR JOHN DUKE COLERIDGE tears a 
famous name, which ho has illustrated hy 
additional titles. He has multiplied its claims 
to respect, if he has not onhanood them. Even 
a cipher placed after figures of some intrinsic 
worth increases their value ten-fold, and Sir John 
Duko Coleridges is far from being a cipher. 
Perhaps he is destined to he remembered in 
future rather as a respectable member of a dis¬ 
tinguished family than on his own personal 
account. There are somo names which reoall to 
us groups rather than individuals, or remind us 
of a pre-eminent glory and a socioty of minoT and 
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reflected lights. Men speak in the plural of flu* 
Scaligors, tlio Darwins, the Kembles, the Cole¬ 
ridges. It is this distinction of name and mco 
wliich will pick out Sir Jolm Duke Coleridge 
from tbo ruck of successful lawyers, of transient 
Attomoy s-Gonorul, and, if lie have luck, of Chief 
Justicos. Ilo illustrates a varioty of the Coleridge 
gonus, and, wo may add, genius. This motivo 
to curiosity in him has of late boon absorbed in a 
more intense, though temporary interest. To the 
groat majority of tlio uuinstructod British public, 
tlio name of Coleridge, wo fear, now suggests in 
the first instance and most strongly that of Tich- 
boim In this association it will bo embalmed 
in whutovor English equivalent wo may havo for 
the Cuum Oiftbm. Imporiul Ctmr stops a bung- 
hole. Sir John Duke Coleridge is predominantly 
thought of now as tho man who maintained for 
many weeks and months a not unequal contest of 
wit and resource with tho individual known as 
the Claimant, and who in tho end carried off at 
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least a qualified and provisional victory. Suet 
in tlio transitions of time is tlio fate winch has 
overtaken, in popular recognition, a name once 
and still symbolic of tho highest flights of trans¬ 
cendental philosophy, and tho Bubtlost beauty 
of a mystic imagination and a delicate and airy 
fonoy. 

Sir John Duko Coleridge, by an inherited 
peculiarity, represents a not infelicitous blend¬ 
ing of law and of letters. Like bis father, Sir 
John Taylor Coleridge, happily still living, he 
has combined the two pursuits in a manner the 
more oreditable for bring, in these modem days 
at least, raro at the English bar. The career of 
Talfourd has shown that the successful practice 
of an arduous profession and tho competent dis¬ 
charge of magisterial duties ore not incompatible 
with the most graceful literary tastes and tho 
most aocomplished literary art; and that of Mr. 
Justice Grove adds the fame of a splendid scien¬ 
tific capacity and noble scientific discoveries to 
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tlio other illustrations of tlio English boneh. 
How much litoruturo Sir John Duke Ooloridgo 
lias blended with his kw is ascertainable j how 
muoh law lio has blondod with his literature, no 
ono precisely knows. It is, perhaps, owing to 
llio poouliur character of tlio English legal 
Systran,—if system that may ho called which 
system lias none,—that though in some of its 
most successful votaries it has hocn associated 
with intollocluul achievements lying remote from 
its own field, yot a master of philosophical 
jurisprudoneo has soldom boon fuund in tho 
ranks of its successful practitioners. TTo would 
bo regarded with us much alarm as n druggist 
with a iasto for experimental chemistry, or a 
sea-captain of tin astronomical turn of mind. 
Tho works of Bontham, of Austin, and of Maine 
did not proceed from practising lawyers. The 
minds which produced thorn could scarcely have 
tolerated our chaos of principle and arbitrary 
rules of practioe; mid attorneys, in their turn, 
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would uot have tolerated these intolerant minds. 
Able mon, who could not restrict themselves 
within the circle of their practice, have escaped 
from it into art, into pootry, into scion ce, into 
theology, into anything but scientific jurispru¬ 
dence. 

Sir John Duke Coleridge’s refuge has boon 
tkoology, as the name he boars almost required. 
The philosophy of the great thinlcor who has 
given that namo its ohief and its lasting lustre, 
hud in theology its points both of departure 
and of arrival—so far as it ever arrived. Its 
foundations were laid in theology, and theology 
was its superstructure, whether it were a solid 
reality or but the airy fabric of a vision. The 
samo element penetrates the verse of his son, 
Hartley Coleridge, and the fancies and specula¬ 
tions of his daughter, Sara Coleridge; and it is 
found not less in the writings of his nephews 
than in those of his children. It animates the 
oriticisms of Henry Nelson Ooleridgo, even when 
u 
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they deal with subjects that seem of literary 
interest only. Tlis fa.1 her of tho present Attorney- 
Gtonornl win, hh ull tho world knows, the friend 
and correspondent of Arnold, and tho friend 
and hiogmphor of Keltic; and Sir .John Dulto 
Ooloridgo himself lnts beguiled his oilleiul and 
professional leisure !>y Ir.niHlaliing “The Mirror 
for Monks,” besides contributing, if report is to 
bo trusted, theological and ecclesiastical essays 
to periodical literature. Coleridge gave a phi- 
losophy to High Ohurelunimship, and to that, 
envious hlonding of High ami Broad Ohuvolnnmi- 
sliip which was found in the theology ol’Maurieo 
and of tho two Hun's —a ill oology which exhibits 
a. transit ion from High to Broad Olmrehinunsliip, 
tho former not quite put off, the latter not quite 
put on. Sir John Taylor Coleridge represents 
it in its High Church result; Sir John Duke 
Coleridge is a High Churchman, verging towards 
tho Broad Church. 

To tlio present generation the man Coleridge 
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is a tradition. Probably no picture tint has 
boon painted of him preserves bis true imago as 
exactly as that -which Mr. Carlyle has drawn 
in a few pages of his Life of Sterling. In Sir 
John Duke Coleridge, with many features of 
utter dissimilarity, it is, perhaps, possible to 
dotoct somo traces of a family resemblance to 
Carlyle’s skotch from memory. The differ¬ 
ences tiro of course remarkable, and they are 
not all to the advantage of the groater man. 
Carlylo has noted in the philosopher of Highgato 
that his irresolution of character was expressed 
in his vory gait as woll as in his discursive raid 
drifting speoch, which made Hazlitt say of him: 
“ Wonderful talkor, very—if you lot him start 
from no premisses and como to no conclusion.” 
It showod itself alike in his walk and conversa¬ 
tion. He rolled about, as he strolled, takiug 
now this sido of tho path, now that, as if there 
wore no object ahead of him at which ho aimed 
—making groat preparations and setting-out, as 
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Onrlylo Kufi it, no-wMUiov. Tn all this his grand¬ 
nephew bears litllo resemblance to him. lie lias 
always known what ho aimed at, 1ms kept it 
dourly in view, and lias pressed forward to it 
steadily, without any purposeless moaudoring 
from sido to side of tho road to preferment. 
“When Sir John Duke Coleridge hiw ohnngod 
his sido, ho 1ms dono so emeo for ull and do- 
oihivoly, to put himself on a smoother and loss 
impeded path towunls the political and pro¬ 
fessional prizes which nro tho natural objects 

til' a lawyer's career, Tho likeness to his illue- 

» 

trious kinsman, which is lucking in sumo par¬ 
ticulars, ox presses itself in wlmt, so far as 
Ourlyle's description enables us to judge, Rooms 
almost a reproduction of tho tones of the voice, 
■which, it is sometimes said, givo tho truest re¬ 
flection of character, and in which family resem¬ 
blances are most persistent. Tho speech of the 
AUoraoy-G-cmorul is a sort of melodious mono- 
tons | and tho monotony sometimes becomes a 



SIR JOHN DUKE COLERIDGE. 


293 


little tiresome. There is a kind of nasal melli- 
fluonsness about it, which enables the listener to 
realise more fully Oarlylo’s reminisoonco of the 
plaintive snufflo and sing-song in which the 
greater Coleridge discoursed of the “om-iu- 
mjoct” and “ sum-m-mjeot,” Somothing also 
of the preaching manner which characterized 
tho sago is noticeable in the lawyer. It does 
not amount in the latter quite to a sermonising 
tone, but it is expository and didactic. Tho 
Attornoy-Goneral answers a question in tho 
House of ConunonSj or explains a measure, as 
if he were unfolding a divine philosophy to a 
circle of rapt disciples, He seems as if he were 
descending from a region of transcendental ideas, 
in which he had his habitual dwelling, to mingle 
with the coarse realities of a lower life. A 
visitant from “ worlds whose course is equable 
and pure” to a world whose course is nothing 
of the sort would no doubt find the friction of 
this jostling and bustling life, with its hindrances 




and .strifes, ratber trying; and (Sir John Duke 
Coloridgo’s aspect of patient ondtuuneo and 
MiUnlly martyrdom oeeuHumully gives way to an 
utiHuintly quomlousness nnd irritation. Tho uir 
.uid tones of lofty contemplation and gentle 
eotnpusnion uro now and tlion inleirupted l>y 
Homo very bad language and wnno very shrill 
scolding, which have much the anno effect upon 
tlio Hstouor as those sentences of tho boatswain 
in one of (Juptain TMarryutt'a novela wliieli open 
with oxuggeraled eourtlinesH, and end in tho 
most outrageous Killingsgato. The eontliot of 
tlni real and ideal in Kir John ('oleridgo finds 
vont Homotimott in a mtlier sharp explosion. 
It is possible that Apollo, working out bis torn 
of penal sorvitudo, us a clay-labouror at tho walls 
of Troy, somotimos lost bis temper among tho 
rough handicraftsmen whoso words and ways 
ruddy intruded on Ins recollections of tho im¬ 
mortal society of Olympus. If so, bis domonnour 
must have slightly rosamblod the god-liko ongor, 
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tempered l>y a sort of divino forbearance, with 
which. Sir John Duke Coleridge at once resents, 
and submits himself to, questions, contradiction, 
and banlor in tho Ilouse of Commons. 

Aftor all, a more oarthJy Attorney-General 
would, porluips, servo tho purposes of tho Govern¬ 
ment bottor than tho god-liko being who oonde- 
sconds for a term of probation to be tho chief Law 
Officer of the Crown. Tho impression which Sir 
John l)uko Coleridge makes upon observers is 
that of a man who is droadfully bored in tho 
llouso of Commons, and whoso work there is to 
him mere drudgery, to which he applies his 
hand as seldom and with as little of a will as is 
possible. Novor was any Government so com¬ 
pletely loft in the lurch on legal matters as Mr. 
Gladstone's Administration has been since, to 
its great loss in many ways, Sir Robert Collier 
was induced to resign the Attorney-Genoralship 
for tho offioo of a judicial momber of tho Privy 
Council The Luw; Advisers of lie Crown are 




Holdom proHOut in the body in ilio House ol‘ (foni- 
mons; and when they art 1 present in tho body, 
they aro usually absout in the spirit, Hir George 
Jewel in too much absorbed in ]ii« profession to 
euro very much for polities; and Sir John Duke 
Ooloridgo, though not strictly shut up in his pro¬ 
fession, HuoniH to have been untildo to acquire an 
iutovost in politics, Tho contrast, between the 
proHont Law Officers of tho Grown and their 
predecessors in tho last Lihcrul Government 
is remarkable and somowhat depressing, Mr 
Roundel! Rainier spoke with an authority which 
belonged to the real und not merely official head 
of tho Bur, and with a more than professional 
woight of capacity und statesmanship, Sir Robert 
Oollior, though ho failed of a groat success in the 
Courts, was a sound political lawyer, interested in 
the House of Commons and its business. The 
assistance which was given to tho Government 
by successive Irish Taw Officers, by Mr, Sullimn, 
now Master of tho Rolls in Dublin, and by Mr,, 
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now Baron, Dowse, has never been forthcoming 
from tho prosont English Attorney and Solioitor- 
GenoraL Sir John Ooloridgc has not shown 
himsolf, as it was expected ho would do, a power 
in debate. Whon ho first ontorod the House of 
Commons, he mado one or two set speeches, 
Romowhat resembling academic prcleotions, which, 
sot off by a tall and commanding figure, a strik* 
ing hoad, upon which tho eagle which is said to 
have destroyed iEsohylus might plausibly have 
droppod its tortoise, a composed and restrained 

demeanour, and a silvery voice, a little monoto- 

* 4 

nous, perhaps, but dear and sweet, had a consi¬ 
derable success. But in debato, Sfr John Duke 
Coloridge has proved himself entirely ineffective; 
and he is apparently rolcasod from the obligation 
to active service of this kind. He bad a wonder¬ 
ful opportunity of making by a single effort a 
first-rate Parliamentary reputation, whon he was 
put up to reply to Sir Boundell Palmer on tho 
Irish Churoh Bill Never did a more oomplete 
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disappointment helall. Mir John Duke Coleridge 
acquitted himself after the iWtion of another Sir 
John, when, according to the Hi age direction in 
HluikHpeuro’s Henry IV., “ b'ulHtalf, uflor it blow 
or two, rmiH uwity.” Thorn wan 11 slight ulFeotn- 
tion of crowning swords; and then iSir John Duke 
Ooloridgo ultogolher ^tutted Kir koundell Palmer, 
und nut away into generalities which had boon 
unod by every Liberal Hpeuker on tlio Irish 
Church question during the hiHt hull' century. 
I’orltupH tlie fuiluro wuh designed. It, may lntvo 
been a species of political mtilingcring, a con- 
trivunco to cHuupo service by iismiming incapacity 
lor it. Homo travellers toll tin of an African tra¬ 
dition that certain upas huvo Ibo gift of Hpooeli, 
which they decline to uno lost they should bo sot 
to work. Ilus Sir John Duke Coleridge profited 
by tins wisdom of our (Darwinian) animators? 
"With many of the qualifications of an orator, the 
Attomoy-Con oral lacks tho ono tiling essential to 
a delator—promptitude of rosouroo and roadinoss 
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in reply. There is a tradition, -which may record 
a fact, or may be only a fable of character, that 
even on circuit, Sir John Duke Coleridge required 
a period of retirement and seclusion preparatory 
to a spooch after evidence. He has never had a 
reputation as a cross-examiner, success in which 
office calls for the samo faculties as the debater 
requires; cross-oxaminution beingindoeddobating 
reduced to its first elomonts of dialogue. We 
have hoard the present Amorican Minister in 
England described by somo of his own country¬ 
men as having been tho best five minutes’ 
spoaker in Congress. At the close of a debate, 
whon everybody was getting impatient, General 
Schonck could rise and put the Iliad of the con¬ 
troversy into a nut-sholl. Sir John Duke Cole¬ 
ridge’s claim to distinction is the reverse of this. 
He is the best forty days’ speaker in England, 
when he has had twice forty days to prepare in. 
In the time of the patriarchs, oratory on this scale 
might be permissible. But now, when life is 



short, art, on the scale of Mir John Duka Colo* 
ridge's eololmiiofl Tirhboriu* speech, is a little too 
long. U is u trihuto to the general superiority 
of Mir John Duke Coleridge's mind and ohuvactor 
that ho should have attained his present profes¬ 
sional and Parliamentary position in spite of a 
luck of the special qualities usually hold to ho 
essential to such success. Particular inaptitudes 
have yielded to a vivid and conquering foruo of 
mind. 




XX. 

MR. AYRTON. 

M*. AYRTON may not rank among our 
statesmen, but ho is at loost one of our 
public mon. If he has not achieved fame, ho has 
compassed notoriety; and if he is not a distin¬ 
guished membor of the present Government, ho 
has from time to time made himself a very conspi¬ 
cuous ono. lie is prominent, if he is not eminent. 
Fifteen years have passed since he prosontodhim- 
solf to the electors of the Tower Hamlets. Scarcoly 
any ono knew who he was, or whence he came 5 
but ho won the affection and confidence of that 
metropolitan constituency, and has kopt thorn, if 
not up to the present moment, of which there 



may lw sonio doubt, til least \q> to tho time of his 
to-clod ion on usmmring the office lie now holds. 
"Mv. Ayrton soon ituitlt* his mark in tlio House of 
(’amnums. lie speedily established a high repu¬ 
tation as n bore; and uh ono of those fomiidulde 
lion's who, because tlioy cannot lo put down, 
must bo listened lo. No speaker was as frequent 
us lie, especially in Coimnilloo, wliero every meni- 
lier may speak us oft on as lie likes. Tlio odds 
then were Hint a stiungor entering tlio House 
would find Mr, Ayrton on liis logs. Tt was sufo 
to tuko liim against tho Hold of six hundred and 
fifty members. 

Mr. Ayrton’s manner is usually that of 
a man explaining a difficult subject to kim- 
solf, and sure of novel wearying the auditor who 
is most present to bin thought. An dr of 
authoritative exposition is furiously blended 
with ono of rapt and docile attention. As in the 
oase of Death and tho Lady in the monumental 
imago, tho two porRortR a to involved togothor; 
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and where tlio didactio Ayrton ends and tlio 
listening Ayrton begins tlio most export analyst 
would find it difficult to determine. The look 
of sovero authority with which tho words aro 
formed upon tho tonguo molts into a smile of 
admiring reception as they full upon tho oar. 
Plato's statomont that thought is tho mind’s dia¬ 
logue with itself applies to Mr. Ayrton’s speeches. 
They aro dialogues with himself. Tho doctrine 
of some psychologists as io the duality of the 
mind is confirmed by this analysis of the First 
Oomnxissiener of Works into tho speaking and 
tho listening Ayrton. An American author has 
lately dwelt upon tho necessity undor which a 
writer labours of imagining that thoro is at least 
one reader whom ho nover^ wearies, who sympa¬ 
thizes with all his moods and admires all he says, 
and to whom, instead of a cold abstract public, ho 
can in fancy appeal. Mr. Ayrton, as a spoaker, 
has found this doroted, all believing, all enduring 
listener, not in any fictitious porson, but in him- 




1*1)1 mi \1, 1'ORTK.U'IN. 


301 

self. Of course, this intcr-Ayrtoniau dialogue 
iH sometimes interrupted by uricB and other rigns 
of impatience from without the magic circle in 
wllinli the member for thu Tower llmulots holds 
hweet Bolf-oonmmnion, hut they tiro of littlo 
avail. No interruption can deprive him of the 
ear to which he principally spunks, which is not 
wlml in metaphorically culled the ear of tho JIoubo, 
hut literally and truly his own. Nothing short of 
a count-out can lake from him Iho olio listener 
who roprc'ienlB to him nil other list oners. Mr. 
Ayrton’s solf-uppreeiuliau is neYor expressed by 
anything like those explosive chuckles which with 
Mr. Uoresford Hope are the outward and audible 
sign of his inward and spiritual appreciation ef 
tho good things that, bubble up within him, and 
of which, by a sort of soignourial right, he groats 
himself tho first onjoymont. Air. Ayrton’s out¬ 
ward testimony to himself never goes beyond a 
smile of pleased and half-surprised recognition of 
cleverness oven greater than he had thought. 
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This absorption of Mr. Ayrton in himself, and 
his oxclnsivo regard to the foelings of tho other 
Ayrton, have boon tho aouroo alilco of what is 
moat, and of what is least creditable in his career 
and domoanour., They have impressed a certain 
political chnrliahn oss on both. Tho rudeness with 
which at a Reform mooting ho censured the Queen 
for not giving her coimtennnco from a palace 
balcony or window to a grout party procession, 
and tho sonlenco with which ho Bignalisod his 
acceptance of his present office, and in whioh ho 
spoke of himself ns the sworn defender of the 
public purse against the designs of "architects 
and market-gardeners," are unfortunately charac¬ 
teristic of the man. Seeing everything in Ayrton, 
us Malebranche saw everything in tho Divine 
Being, tho Quoen and the people with whom ho 
has to do aro but shadows and symbols, not noed- 
ing to ho handlod with any special delioaoy. To 
Mr. Ayrton, Dr, Hookor was evidently only a 
species of markot-gordenor, or liko tho hoy in 
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N'Iiiutm’h school, who, having spelt and defined 
“ boltiny, ti knowledge of plants,” was Is mud In 
inulcu himself useful in wooding (ho garden. In 
(lie worst tilings that ho dues, it is prohubio llnit 
Mr. Ayrton is instituted hy a oortai'n sense of 
public duty, or liy a dispassiomtLo disregard for 
any own hut himself wide!) answers tho mune 
purpose, A man who is careless of giving plea- 
i.uro or inditl'oront to giving pun is free from 
f fie temptation to luxity or jobbery. IIo will 
deal with’human beings irn if they had no more 
sensitiveness than so many Uahbugo’s eule.ulatiiig 
mnehinos. The eourtesioH of life) involving a 
waste of stationery and of time. Mr. Ayrton 
ulmmlonw the practice of writing letters, und sub« 
stitutoB for than otfioinl nuituorundu, ns the moans 
of convoying his wishes and instructions. It 
may, however, turn out that the courtesies oflifo 
arc worth whui they cost in pons, ink, und paper; 
mid that tho irritation and sense of insult uudor 
which official persons perform thoir tasks may in- 
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terfero with the quality and quantity of the work 
dono. Oheerfulnoss and zeal are worth buying, 
oven if pounds, shillings, and ponoo have to be 
paid for them. They enter into the market value 
of sorvicos, and when they can be purehuBed 
for good words and a oourteous demeanour, it j'k 
bad oconomy not to buy them at that small cost. 

It is unfortunuto that political accident should 
have placed Mr. Ayrton in an office in whiob 
he has had to deal, as the representative of the 
Government, with men to whom it is almost a 
want of gallantry to show soant courtesy. In 
genius, as it is ofton remarked, there is an essen¬ 
tially fominine element, and artists and men of 
science are often unduly sensitive. Still, it can¬ 
not be forgotton that Mr. Ayrton’s quarrel with 
Dr. Hooker was preceded by a quarrel with Mr. 
Barry. He got embroiled with the architect 
before he was embroiled with the “ market gar¬ 
dener.” It is not that Mr. Ayrton is blunt and 
outspoken; if ho wore so, he would be more 



hearable. 11(3 has n suave tray of saying annoy¬ 
ing and unjustifiable tilings, It cannot to said 
that lio ever loses liis temper. The misfortune is 
l!mil ho keeps it, and that it is » vory undesirable 
temper to keep—not violent, but what in popular 
hwgmigo is cftllud “ill-conditioned,” or, in still 
plainer lunguugi', “ imsty.” Mr. Ayrton bus not 
a hot. tompor; but with him, as with Milton’s 
ulmosphero, tlio “air hums froro; and cold 
performs the effect of fire.” There is an iey 
impertinence about him, which by some eovrelu- 
1 ton of forces converts itself into fiery heat in the 
mindn into which it passes. The natural gift of 
insolence, whieb lie possesses in an eminent 
degree, and winch he has improved by practice, 
ims its function in Parliamentary life, ft is well 
enough employed in mooting tlio confident hut 
less cultivated flippancy of Lord Meho; but for 
tho transaction of business with artists and mow 
of soiiuico it in ill adapted. When Mr. Ayi*tou 
declared on one occasion that ho did not profess 
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to be a groat authority on tho subjoct of art, and 
that probably ho (lid not know much move about 
it than tho noble lord tho member for Haddington, 
the snoor was well deserved. But tho tone which 
is admissible towards a pretentious amatour is out 
of plaoo whon directed to the masters of science 
or urt. Mr. Ayrton is not more bappy in doaliug 
with bodies of men than with individuals. Tho 
legal vulidit y of the now cancelled Rules and Regu¬ 
lations with rospocl to tho Royal Parks and Gar¬ 
dens, was not open to question; hut Mr. Ayrton, 
if ho had apprehended the sentiment of tho House 
of Commons, or of people outside it, and the 
degree in which an understanding, not perhaps 
absolutely encouraged, yet not disclaimed, ought 
to hind the conduct of gentlomen, would never 
have promulgated them. Mr. Ayrton apparently 
doos not understand an understanding; what is, 
or may ho made, law is right; and the feelings of 
pooplo ore to him as the foelings of the men on a 
chess-board. 




FftlJTK'AI. I’OltCfivrrs. 


nil) 

The miwelmnoo which placed Mr. Ayrton in an 
office requiring in a apodal degree refinement of 
taste, perception of und regard for tlio feelings of 
othors, fact, and a high-bred courtesy of manner, 
is incidontal to our system of (htvornuuaii. A 
place had to ho found for a man whom it wus 
dangerous to leave below tlio gangway when tlio 
Ministry won formed. At first Mr. Ayrton was 
accommodated in the Treasury; hut Mr. Lowo’h 
power of rebuffing and offending people was 
found quite equal to ull the occasions of that 
important dopurtmout; thoro was not onough 
work of this kind to bo divided among two 
hi«‘1i adepts in it as the Olumeollor of the lix- 
chetjuor and hie first b'muucial Secretary; and 
they spent, it is reported, on each other the 
unexhausted faculty of annoyance which they 
could not lostow on tlio public. When Mr. 
bayard found that the Cabinet was not likely 
to open its doors to him, and resigned the Board 
of Works for tlio Mission to Madrid, the oppor- 
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tuiiity was at once seized of restoring' peace to 
the Treasury by promoting Mr. Ayrton. It is 
not, perhaps, strango that the Commissioner of 
Works should havo practised in his now office 
the arts, and exhibited the qualities, by which ho 
aehioved it. He has attained the Treasury Bon eh, 
and afterwords the headship of a Department, 
because he has known how to malco himself dis¬ 
agreeable. Ho has made his way acuording to 
the law, which a modem wrilor concoivos him¬ 
self to havo discovered, of progression by anta¬ 
gonism, or by a sort of moral attraction of 
repulsion. It is a quostion, however, whether 
Mr. Ayrton has not pushed those qualities a 
little boyond the limits at which thoy aro ser¬ 
viceable to him, Ho has olooted to survivo in 
offico the censure implied in the withdrawal 
of his Park Ruloa. Mr. Ayrton would havo 
been missed from tho Treasury Bonoh, He has 
acquired a certain reputation as an answerer 
of questions, as a sayer, in his way, of good 
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things, which induces members to grin with ex¬ 
pectancy when ho risen, and to chuckle before 
lie has mud two or three mads. II is office has 
given him two or three opportunities of being 
HiimiHtie ut the expense of tbo English climate, 
and of making jocose allusions to the Indies— 
both unfailing subjects of merriment in tbo 
House of Commons. Ho Inis considerable skill 
in pinning u member down to an absurdity, or 
bunding him over to a ridiculous ullemtivo, 
Moreover, the luiiivipution that be will probably 
say something to give somebody {mill adds mate¬ 
rial ly to tlio zest with which his answers and 
explanations uro looked for. Ah a private, or, 
as the phriiso goes, an independent member, ho 
was, perhaps, something of a busybody; but, 
ur Mr. Mill observed of hitn, ho ** often said a 
useful word whott there was no one olso to say 
it.” It must in fairness bo added that the 
trambor of wordB of ail sorts which ho uttered 
was so much in excess of the contributions o' > 
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other members that a larger proportion of useful 
ouos uu’glit fairly bo demanded from him. On 
questions of form, on matters involving minute 
details of fact, or on pointR of interpretation, 
Mr. Ayrton was becoming an authority in the 
House of Commons when he took office. JTe 
hus a shrewdness and subtlety half lawyor-liko, 
half Oriental, siud strengthened in both respects, 
perhaps, by his Bombay residence and experi¬ 
ence. Mr. Ayrton has, very probably, a strong 
seiiTO of public duty; Trot unfortunately his con¬ 
ception of publics duty seams to bo limited to 
duty to the publio purse ; and does not include 
courtesy, gonorosity, and the demeanour until 
recently natural to English statesmon, and tra¬ 
ditional among lhon®5*< 
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